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MEN 

To the First Edition with Nstes- 

CT^HIS being the firft editithn of the Par At) I SE 

J.OST publijhed in England nviih notesx it may 

be deemed incumbent on tie Editor to give his reafons 

for the prffent publication^ and for hU choice /f the 

notes fubjoined. 

His principal motive for pnblijhing this poem nvith 
explanatory and critical Notes ^ ivaSf to put it in the 
poiver ofthofe %vho are not verfant in clajfieal learnin^^ 
to underjland and reli/h the beauties of the nqblejl avd 
happieft effort of human genius that ever appeared; 
andi by this means ^ to render it^ if p^bU^ mor^ uni* 
verfallj htown and admired^ 

Among innumerable beauties thatfiine in his Woris^ 
4his prince of Engli/b poets has been charged with a 
few faults * ; fu/:h ior/, an inordinate oftentatiqn of 
, learnings a Jiudied obfcurit^ of diEHon^ and a frequent 
ufe of foreign phrafes and technical words. To remove 
the difficulties artftng to the reader fr§m thefe defeBs^ 
and to render this divine poem p^rjpicuous throughout^ 
as well as to illujlrate and difplay its more evident and 
apparent beauties ^ is the intention of the prefent Editor 
in the notes fubjoined. 

More fully to attain this endy the annexed notes are 

of three feveral kinds. Thofe of the learned French 

fc* commentator are entirely explanatory of thofe frequent 

y^ allufions to ancient hijlory and fable% and of that ex^ 

tenfive variety of learning and fcience which are met 

with in this poem. Thofe of the Engli/b gentlemen 

are mojily critical^ tending to illuftrate the fenfe of d{f- 

• ficult.pajfagesy to remark the peculiarities ofjlyle^ to df" 

^ ^ * * See Addiibii*s Criticifin upon Paxadiic iicft. 



[ iv ] 

play th beauties of language and fentimenty and to 
point out the Poefs imitations of other authors^ ancient 
and modern, A third kindy not the leajl curious^ ar^ 
employed in marking fuch pajfages in his divine poeniy 
as are thought to allude to anecdotes £/'MiltonV onvn 
life^ or to circumjlances of the times ivherein he flou^ 

rijhed. Minute and verbal criticifms the publijher- 

choje altogether to omit, 

The notes of the Englifj commentators^ among whom 
are names of the greateft eminence in the republick of 
letter Sy are here qjftgned to ^ their particular authors : 
th'ofe of the French.qne are 'without that diftinStiotu 

The Editor Jhall conclude with an exfraB from the 
fourth article\f the preferit State of the Republick 
of Letters ^r. 1^35 j the Writer if which apojiro^ 
phifes our Poet in^ the following J^irited manner : 

•< .0 Milton! thou haj, employed all thy vaji 

treafure of ability y wiiy and learning \ all the pro-- 

pridyy beauty y and energy of liiordsour language was 

capable of; all the fiveetnefs and harmofty of numbers / 

all thefirey fublimiiyy and majefly of imagination />^- 

culiar to thyfelf added to what could . be fupplied by 

thofe who have mcfl excelled in that angelical faculty ; 

all the fit'mncfsy forccy and dignity of mind thy piety 

and virtue excited in thee^ or rewarded thee with ; 

and together .with alt thefi,, a genius perfeBly poetical y 

and that regulated. Jjy a moj folid judgment : all thefe 

thou hajl confecrated to produce a poemy^ more injlrw 

mental than any other human compo/ttiotiy to calm and 

purify the mindy and exalt it to ajlate 0/ tranquillity 

and felicity the utmojl mortality is capable of** 

LoNDOi^, Mar. 15.7 
1 7 7 5- 5 

The EDITOR. 
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JOHN MIL TO N. 

FROM. a family and town^of his name in OxFord- 
ihire our author derived hia dcfcent ; but he was 
born at London in the ye^w i6oS. The publiftier * of 
bis works in profe, (on whofe veracity fome part of this 
narrative muft entirely depend), dates his birth two 
years earlier than this : But confradiding himfelf after- 
wards in his own computation, I reduce it to the time 
that.Moniieur Bayle hath afligued ; and for the fame 
reafon which prevailed with him to aflign it. His fa- 
ther John Milton, by profeflion a fcrivener, lived in a 
reputable manner on a competent ellatc,- entirely his own 
acquidtion, having been early dilinherited by his pa^ 
rents for renouncing the communion of the church of 
Rome, to which they were zealoufly devoted. By hi« 
wife Sar^h Cafton he had likewife one dau^^hter, nam- 
ed Anna, and another fon Chriftppher, whom he train- 
ed to the practice of, the common law, who, in the 
great rebellion, adhered to the royal caufe ; and in the 
reign of King James I£. by too eafy a compliance 
with the doctrines of the court, both religious and ci- 
vil, he attained to the dignity of being made a judge of 
the common pleas ; of which he died divefted, not long* 
after the Revolution. 

But John, the fubje6l of the prefent eflay, was the 
favourite of his father's hopes 5 who, to cultivate the 
great genius which early displayed itfelf, was at the ex- 
peucc of a domeftick tutor ; whofe care and capacity 

• Mr. Tohad. 

A 3 
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yf/i. aiat.^lt. his pupil hath gratefully celebrated in art 
excellent Latin elegy *. At his initia- 
tion, he IS faid to have applied 4armfelf to letters with 
fuch indefatigable induftry, that he rarely was prevail- 
ed with to quit his ftudfcs before midnight ; which not 
only made him frequently fubjeft to fcverc pains in his 
head, but likewifc occafioned that weaknefs in his eye* 
which terminated in a total privation of fight. From » 
domeftick' education he was removed to St. Paul's fchool,. 
to complete his acquaintance with the clailicks under 
^ . . , the care of Dr. Gill j and after a (hort 
^* ftay there, was tranfp^anted ta Chrift.** 
College in Cambridge, where he diftingnifhed himfclf 
in all kinds of academical exerciAfs. Of this fociety he 
continued a member till he commenced mafter af arts ^ 
J and then, feaving the isnhrerfity, he re- 

MH. ditat. 23. ^y^^^j ^^ jj.^ {2X\itx, who had quitted 

the town, and lived at Horton in Buckinghamfhire, 
where he pu^fued his ftudies with unparalleled aflLdoity 
and f^ccefs; 

After fome years fpcnt in this iliidious retirement,. 

his mother died ; and then he prevailed with his father 

to gratify an inclination he bad long entertained of 

J feeing foreign countries. Sir Henry 

An. atat. 30. ^i^oi^^op^ ^^ t^jt ^\^^ pro«»oft of Eator^ 

College^ giave him a letter of ad?i^ for the dlrefkion of 
his travels j; but, by not obferving an excellent maxim 
in it f , he incurred great danger, by difputing againft 
the fupcrftitioo of the church ^Rome, within the verge 
of the Vatican. Having employed his curiofity about 
two years X in France and Italy, on the news of a civil 
war breaking out in England, he returned, without 
taking a furvcy of Greece and Sicily, as, at his fet- 

* See tlie fourth in his cotledtion of poems. 

■\ Ipenjimftretti, edil viflfcialt$. 

i Etjam his inMfnrgthit culmus arifd^ 
Et totidem flavas numeralatU horrea wig^j,—- 
I^ec dum ttderat Thyrfis ; pafierem fcilicet Ulum 
J>ukh amor mufx Thufd rtHnebat itt urbe. 

£pitaph. Danr. 
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ting out, the fcheme was projcAcd. At Paris*, the 
LfOrd ^Vifcount Scudamore, ambaifudor from King 
Charles I. at the court of France, introduced him to the 
acquaintance of Gcotius, who, at that time, was ho- 
nuui^d Vith the fame charadcr there by ChriAina^ 
Qneen of Sweden. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and 
otKer cities of, Italy, he contradled a famiiianty with 
thofe who were of higheil reputation for wit and learn- 
ing;' fcveral of whom gare him very obliging teftimo- 
nies of their friendOiip and eileem, which are printed 
befure hfs Latin poems. The firil of them was writ- 
ten by Manfo, Marquis of Valla, a great patron of Taf- 
fo, by whom be ts celebrated in his poem on the Con- 
queft of Jerusalem f. It is highly probable* that to 
bis converfation with this noble Neapolitan we owe the 
6rft defign which Milton conceived^ of writing an e* 
pick poem ; and it appears by fome Latin veries, ad« 
drefied to the Marquis, with the title of Matifns^ that he 
intended to fix on King Arthur for his hero \ hot Ar* 
thur was refervcd to another deftiny ! 

Returning from his travels, he found An^ ataU ^2^ 
England on the point of being involved 
in blood and confufion. It feems wonderful that one 
of fo warm and daring a fpiiit, as his certainly was, 
fhould be retrained from the camp, in thofe unnatural 
commotions. I fuppofe we may impute it wholly to 
the great deference he paid to paternal authority, that 
be retired to lodgings provided for him in the city ; 
which being commodious for the reception of his fiftcr's 
fons, and fome other young gentlemen, he undertook 
their education ; and is faid to have formed them on the 
fame plan which he afterwards publifhed* in a (hort 
tradtate, infcribed to his friend Mr. Hartlib. -j: 

In this philofbphical courfe he continued without a 
wife, till the year 1643 ; when he mar- ^ 
ried Mary, the ^ daugfitcr of Richard ^''* -^^^^-35- 
Powel of Forefthftl iri Oxfordfliire, a gentleman of e- 
fiate a&d reputation in that county, and of principles fo 

♦ Defcttfio fccunda. Pag. ^^•foL 

f Fra Cm'aEer* magiuutim, e (orteji, 
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very oppofiic. to his fon-in-law, that the marriage rt 
more to be wondered at than the feparation which en- 
fued, in little more than a month after fhe had cohabit- 
ed with him in London. Her dcfcrtion provoked him, 
both to write feveral treatifcs concerning the dodlrinc 
and difcipline of divorce, and alfo to make his addrefles 
to a young lady of great wit and beauty ; but, before 
he had engaged her aflFeftions to conclude the marriage- 
treaty, in a vifit at one of his relations, he found his 
wife proftrate before him, imploring forgivenefs and re- 
conciliation. It is not to be doubted, but an interview 
of that nature,, fo little expefted, muft wonderfully af- 
fecfl him ; and perhaps the imprclHons it made on his 
imngination, contributed much to the painting of that 
pathetick fcene in Paradife Loft*y in which Eve addref- 
fcth herCelf to .Adam for pardon and peace. At the 
interceffion of his friends who were prefent, after a fhort 
re]udapce,.hegenerouf}y facrificed all his refentment to 
her tears : 

-§OQft his heart relented 



Toix)* ards her^ bis life fo iate^ and file delight ^ 
Nc<w at his feet fuhmijftve in difiref. 

And after this re-union, fo far was he from retaining an 
unkind memory of the provocations which he had re- 
ceived from her ill condud, that when the King's caule 
was entirely opprefTpd; and her father, who had been 
ajftive i/i. his loyalty, was expofed to fequeftration, Mil- 
ton received both him and his family to prote^ion, and 
free entertainment, in his own houfe, till their affairs 
were . ac'conimodated, by his intercft in the viftorious 
fadlion. ^ . . • j 

^ ;**'.■ . . Mrl. .Milton .was now grown fanious 

An: mat. 4-1. i^y 'j^j^ poJ^mlc^J, writings *qr various 
•kinds-, and held ingreat'favourj^Vidyefteemb'y thdfe who 
.haii»powf?r; to drfjpofc • ef all jyefGrincfits in ^^e ftatc. 
'Tis in vain to diuemble ; and %\hk it frot. nje to de- 
fend his eiigaging with a party combined, in the de* 
ilrudion of our church and monarchy. Yet, leaving 

• Book X. 1. 909, 
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the j unification of a mifguided fincerity.to be debated 
in the fchools, may I prefume to obferve in his favour, 
that his a^ealy diflenopered and furious as it was^ does 
not appear to have been infptrited by felf-interellcd 
views. For, it is a£Grmed, that though he lived always 
in a frugal retirennent, and, before his death, had dif- 
pofed of his library, (which we may fuppofe to have 
been a valuable colle^^ion), he left.'no more than 1500 L 
behind him for the fupport of his family : And who- 
ever coniiders the pofls to which he wa& advanced, and 
the times in which he enjoyed them, will, I believe, con- 
fefs he might have accumulated a much more plentiful 
fortune. In a difpailQonate mind, it will not require 
any extraordinary meafure of candour to conclude, that 
though he abode in the heritage of oppreflbrS) and the 
fpoils of his country lay at his feet,, neither his confcL- 
ence nor his: honour could 9oop ta gaither them* 

A commiffion to conlUtute him adju- ^ f t a^ 
tant- general to Sir William Waller was * • 4 • 
promifed ; but foon fuperfeded, by Waller's being laid 
afide, when his maders thought it proper to new-model 
their army. However, the keennefs of his pen had fo 
eftedually recommended him to Cromwell's efteem, that 
when he took the reins of government into his. own 
hand, he advaaced him to be Latin fecretary, both to 
himfelf and the parliament ; the former of thefe prefer- 
ments he enjoyed both under the ufurper and his fon» 
the other till King Charles il. was reftored. For fome 
timis, he had an apartment for his family in Whitehall ; 
but his health requiring a freer acqefTion of air, he was 
obliged to remove from thence to lodgings which open- 
ed into St. James's Park. Not long after his fettle- 
ment there, his wife died in child-bed; and much about 
the time of her death, a gutta ferena^ which had for fe- 
veral years been gradually increaiing, totally extinguidi- 
ed hid fight. In this melajicholick condition, he was ea- 
{jly prevailed with to think of taking another wife, 
who was Catharine, the daughter of Captain Woodcock 
of Hackney • and fhc too, in Icfs than a year. after their 
marriage, died in the fame unfortunate manner aa tlu: 
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former had done ; and in his 23d fonnett he does ho* 
nour to her memory. 

Thefe private calamities were much heightened by the 
^ / / difforent figure he wat likely to make in 

' ^ • 5 • tjjg new fcene of afTaira which was going 
to be a6led in the ftate. For, all things now confpir* 
ing to promote the King's reftoratton, he was too con* 
fcious of his own a^ifity during the ufurpation, to ex* 
pe^ any favour from the Crown ; and therefore, he 
prudently abfcooded, till the a6l of oblivion was pub* 
liihed s by which he was only rendef«d incapable of 
bearing any^tjffice in the nation. Many had a very juft 
efteem of his admirable parts end learning, who deteft* 
ed his principles, by whofe interceffion his pardon paf* 
fed the feals ; and I-wifh the laws of civil hiftory could 
have extended the benefit of that oblivion to the memQ* 
ry of his guilt, whicli was indulged to his perfon ; m 
tanli facinoris immanitas attt extitijfe^ aut non vindicata 
fuiffe^ vldeatur. 

Having thus gained a full prote6lion from the go* 
vernment, (which was, in truth, more than he could 
have reafonably hoped), he appeared as much in publick 
as he formerly ufed to do ; and employing his friend 
Dr. Paget to make choice of a third confort, on his re^ 
commendation, he married Elizabeth, the daoghtier of 
Mr. Minihul, a Chefhire gentleman, by whom he had 
no iiFue. Three daughters by his firft wife were then 
living ; the two elder of whom are faid to have been 
very ferviceable to him in his (ludies : For, having been 
in(lru6led to pronounce not only the modern, but alfo 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, they read in 
their refpedtive originals whatever authors he wanted to 
confult, though they uoderftood none but their mother- 
tongue. This emploTment, however, was too unplea- 
fant to be continued for any long procefs of time ; and 
therefore, he difmifTed them, tp receive an education 
more agreeable to their fex and temper. 

We now come to take a furvey of him in that point 
of view, in which he will be looked on by all fucceeding 
ages with equal delight and admiration. An interval of 
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.above.t^^enty ycat's had elapfed fince he . , 

wrote the Maik of Comus ft L* Allecro, jfn. ataU 1 ^^ 
11 PcnferofOf and Lycidas * ; all in iuch 
an esquifit^ ftrain^ that though he had left no other mo- 
numents of his genius behind him, his name had been 
immortal t but neither the infirmities of age and con- 
ftitutiooy nor the Ticifiitudes of fortune* could deprefs 
the vigour of his mind, or divert it from executing a de- 
fign hrhadlong conceived of writing an hcroick poem *• 
The felKof man was a fubjcd which he had fome years 
before fixed on for a tragedy » which he intended to 
form by the models of antiquity ; and fome, not with- 
out probability* fay* the play opened with that fpeech 
in the fourth book o{ Paradife Lofty 1. 32* which is 
addreffcd by Satin to the fun. Were it material* I be- 
lieve I could produce other paffages, which more plain- 
ly appear to have been originally intended for the fcene^ 
But* whatever truth there may be in this report* it is 
certain* that he did not begin to mould his fubjed in the 
form which it bears now, before he had concluded his 
controverfy with Saltnafius and More* when he had 
wholly loft the ufe of his eyes* and was forced to em- 
ploy in the office of an amanuenOs any friend who acci- 
dentally paid him a vifit. Yet* uiider all thefe difcou- 
rafferoents, and various interruptions* in > / ^ ic- 
the year 1 669 f , he pubhihcd bis Fara- 
iiifi Loflf the nobleft poem (next to thofe of Homer 
aotl Virgil) that ever the wit of man produced in any 
age or nation. Need I mention any other evidence uf 
its ineftimable worth* than that the firft geniufcs who 
liavc fucceeded him* have ever efteemed it a merit to re- 
lifh and illuftrate its beauties? whilii the critick who 
gazed, with fo much wanton malice* on the nakedDe^B 
of Shakefpear when he flept* after having formally de- 
clared war againfl it j:, wanted courage to make his at- 
tack ; fluflied though he was with his conqueiis over Ju- 

• Paradifc Lofl, Book IX. 1. a6. 

f Milton's contrail with liis booklcUer S. Simmons for the cc]n', 
bears date April a;. 1 667. 

\ The tragedies of the lad age confidcitd, v* ^a"^* 
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Jius Caefar and the Moor ; which infolence his mule, 
JLkc the other affaffins of Casfar, fevcrely revenged on 
herfelf *9 -and not long after her triumph, becani^ her 
own executioner. Nor is it unworthy oor obfervation, 
that though perhaps no one of our English poets hath 
excited fo many admirers to 'imitate his manner, yet I 
think never any was known to aipire to emulation : 
even the late ingenious Mr. Philips, who, in the colours 
of llyle,'Camc the ncareftof ail the copiers to refemble 
the great original, made iiis diftant advances with a fi- 
lial reference ; and reftrained his ambition within th« 
fame bounds which X^ucretius prefcribed to his own imi- 
tation* 

Non ita certandi cupidus^ quam propter amoreni 
j^o^Ti imitari avco : quid enim cojitendat .hirundo 
Cytnis f ■ . ;, ' .' 

And now,' perhaps it may pafs for fi6^!ion, what with 
great veracity 1 aiiirm to be faft, that Milton, after 
having, with- much difficulty, prevailed to have this di- 
vine poem licenfed for the prefs, could fell the copy for 
RO-more than fifteen pounds ; the payment of which 
valuable confideration, depended on ' the fale of three 
numerous impreflions. So unreafonably may pergonal 
prejudice affedl the moft excellent performances. 
J * f < About two years after, f together 

f.aa^ 3. ^j^i^ Safnfon j^gonijies^ (a tragedy not 
unworthy the Grecian ftage, when Athens was in her 
glory), he publiftied Paradtfe Regain* d» But, Oh f 
nvhat a falling off nvas there !'^Oi which I will fay no 
more, than that there is fcarcely a more remarkable in- 
ftance of the frailty of human reafon, thaq our author 
gave, in preferring this poem to Paradtfe Loft ; nor a 
more inftruAive caution to the beft writers, to be very 
diffident in deciding the merit of their own produ6lions. 
And thus having attended him to the fixty-fixth year 
of his age, as clofely as fuch imperfedi lights as men of 
letters and retirement ufually leave to guide our en- 

♦ K/</f Edgar. 

, f They were licen&d July 2. 1670; but not printed before the 
year enfuing. 
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i^uiry would allow, it now only remains ^ t t 6S 
to be recorded, that in the year 1674, the ''* ^ ^ ' tt 
gout put a period to his life, at Bunhill near London ; 
Jrom whence his body was conveyed to St. Giles's 
church by Cripplegate, where it lies interred in the 
Chancel ; but neither has nor wants a monument to 
perpetuate his memory. 

In his youth he is faid to have been extremely hand- 
fome : The colour of his hair was a light brown^; the 
fymmetry of his features exa6l, enlivened with an a- 
greeable air, and a beautiful mixture of fair and ruddy ; 
ivhich occafioned the Marquis of Villa to give his epi- 
gram the fame turn of thought, * which Gregory, arch- 
deacon of Rome, had employed above a thoufand years 
before, in praifing the amiable complexions of fome 
EngliAi youths, before their converilon to Chriftianity* 
His ftature f (as we find it meafured by himfelf) did 
not exceed the middle fize ; neither too lean, nor 
corpulent : His limbs well proportioired, nervous, and 
a6live ; ferviceable in all refpedls to his exercifing the 
fword, in which he much delighted ; and wanting nei- 
ther (kill nor courage to refent an affront from men of 
the moH athletick conftttutions. In his diet he was ab- 
ilemious ; not delicate in the choice of his difhes ; and 
ilrong liquors of all kinds were his averiion. Being 
too fadly convinced how much his health had fuffered by 
iiight-ftudies in his younger years, he ufed to go early 
^^feldom later than nine) to reft, and rofe commonly be- 
fore five in the morning. It is reported, (and there ii 
a paffage in one of his Latin elegies to countenance the 
tradition), that his fancy made the happletl flights ii 
the fpring : But one of his nephews ufed to deliver ic 
9S Milton's own obfervation, that his invention was 
in its higheft perfection from September to the vernal 
equinox. However it was, the great inequalities to be 
found in his compofures, are inconteftable proofs, that, 
in fome feafons, he was but one of the people. When 

• Vt menSy formoy decor , fades, mos, ft ptetas Jic, 

Non Aoghis, verum berc/e angtbts iffe fores* 
\ Defenfio fecunda, p, 87. foL 
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blindnefs retrained htm from other exercifeSr he had a 
machine to fwiog in for the prefervation of his health ; 
and diverted himfelf in his chamber with playing on an 
organ. His deportment was ere^, open, affable ; his 
converfation eafy, oheerfui, inftru^ive ; his wit on all 
occajions at command^ facetious, grave, or fatirical, as 
the fubjeS^ required. His judgment, when difenoaged 
from religious and political fpeculations, was juft and 
penetrating ; his appreheniioti quick ; his memory te- 
nacious of what he read ; his reading only not fo exten- 
£ve as hisvgenius, for that was univerfal.' And having 
treafured up fuch immenfe ftore of fcience, perhaps the 
faculties of his foul grew more vigorous after he was 
deprived of fight ; and his imagination, (naturally fub- 
lime> and enlarged by reading romances, * of which he 
was much enamoured in his youth), when it was whoU 
ly abftra^ed from material objects, was more at liberty 
to make fuch amazing excurfions into the ideal world, 
when, IB compofing his divine work, he was tempted 
to raage 

Beyond thf vijihle diurnal fphere. 

With fo many accomplifhments, not to have had fome 
faults and misfortunes to be laid in the balance with the 
fame and felicity of writing Parad'tfe Lofl^ would have^ 
^een too great a portion for humanity. . 

Elijah Fenton. 



* His Apob^ for SmeHynmmSf p, J77'M 



THE VERSE. 

THE jneafure is EngliHi heroick v^rfe without 
rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of 
Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no ncceffary adjunct or 
true ornament of poem or good vcrfc, in Jongcr works 
efpecially, but the invention of a barbarous age, to fet 
off. wretched matter, and lame metre ; graced indeed 
fince by the ufe of fome famous modern poets, carried 
away by cuftom ; but much to their own Texatioa, 
hindrance, and conftraint, td exprefs nuny things o- 
therwife, and, for the moft part, worfe than elfc ihey 
would have cxpreffcd them. Not without caufc, there* 
fore^ fome^ both Italian and Spaniih^ poets, of prime 
note, have rejcdted rhyme, both in longer and (hort«r 
works, as have alfo long (ince our beft Englifh trage- 
dies, as a thing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial, 
and of no true mufical delight ; which coiiifids only in 
apt numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the fenfe 
^arioufly drawn out from one verfe into another, not in 
the jingling found of like endings, a fault avoided by 
the learned ancients both in poetry and all good ora- 
tory^ This neglcA then of rhyme fo little is to be 
taken for a dcfc^, though it may feem fo perhaps to 
vulgar readers, that it rather is to be efteemed an ex- 
' ample fet, the 6rft in Englifh, of ancient liberty re- 
covered to heroick poem, from the tronblcfome and 
modern bondage of rhyming. 
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The ARGUMENT of Book I, 

THIS firfl hook propofesy Jtrfty in brief, the *whole fulr* 
je£l^ man^s difghedienccy and the lofs thereupon of Pa^ 
radife nxjherein he *waj placed : Then touches the prime 
raufe of his falt^ the ferpenty or rather Satan in the 
fefpent ; twhoy revolting from Gody and draining to 
his Jide many legions of angels ^ nvas, by the command 
ofGody driven out of heaven *with all his crewy into 
the great deep. Which a^ion pajfed overy the poem 
hajies into the midft of thingSy prefenting Satany nuith 
his angels y nonu fallen into belly defer ibed here not in 
the centre, (for heaven and earth may be fuppofed as 
yet not madcy certainly not yet accurfedjy but in a place 
-^of utter darknefsy fitlieft called Chaos* Here Satan^ 
'with bis angels y lying on the burning lakcy thunder '^ 
Jiruck and aftonifjedy after a certain fpace recovers^ 
as from confufiony calls up him luhoy next in order and 
dignity y lay by him ; they confer of their miferahle falL 
Satan aiuakens all his legion ty nvho lay till then in the 
fame manner confounded: they rife ; their numbers^ 
array of battle ; their chief leaders namedy according 
t6 the idols knonvn after-wards in Canaasiy and the 
countries adjoining. To thefe Satan dire6is his fpeech, 
con forts them *with hope yet of regaining heaven ; but 
tells themy lajilyy of a nenv nvorldy and nenu kind of 
creature to be createdy according to an ancient pr^he- 
cy or report in heaven ; for that angels nxjere long be^ 
fore this vijible creationy luas the opinion of many a?i^ 
cient fathers. To find out the truth of this prophecy^ 
and 'what to determine thereon y he refers to a full coun- 
cil. What his ajjociates thence attempt, Pandemoni- 
umy the palace of Satany • rifesy fuddenly built out of 
the deep : The iff ernal peers there fit Jn council. 
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BOOK T- 



OF man's firft difobcdience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our wo,. 
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftorc ua, and regain the blifsful feat, 5. 

Sing, hcav*nly Mufe, that on thcTecret top 
Of Oreby or of k^ioai, didfl infpire 
That fhepbcrd, who firft taught the chofen feed. 
In the beginning how the heavens and earth 
Rofc out of Chaos : or if Sion-hill 10 

Line 7. Oreh] Horeh^ or Chorehy Heb. i. e. drynefs \ for it vi a* 
a dcfart or dry moantain in Arabia the Stony, where there was 
little or no water, Deut. "viii. 15. Horeb is a j)art of mount Sinai, 
on the weft fide, and Sinai lies on the eail fide of it. "I here IMofcs 
fed the flock of Jethro, and there Gud appeared to him fir It in ». 
burning bulh, Ex<Hi, iii. T. 

[bid. Sinai.l Hcb. from SeMeb, i. e. a hufij, or thora ; becaufe 
thefe bu(hcs grew thereon in abundance. It is a very deep and high 
mountain in Arabia the Stony, about 156 miles from Jerulalcm- 
to the fouth. Thefe are not two didin^ mountains, but one, 
which is parted into two tops, like PamafTus, &c, of which binai is 
' the highefl, having a fair and fpacious plain between them ; that 
top towards the weft- is called Horeby and that to the eaft 5in«i. 
The mountain is round, fakes 7000 Ocps to the top, has fome olive 
trees, fig trees, date trees, &c. and fevcral chapels, moiurtcries, cells,, 
and mofqucs, &c. 

L. 10. Sion.'] ZioH, or Tzioriy Heb. i. c. a Tvatch'to-u'er; be- 
caulc it is the highell hUl thereabout, and from it one might fee 
the Holy Land far and near. A mountain on the north fide, and 
fome part of it within the city of Jerufalcm, furrounded vith. 
Ocop fides, high rocks, and deep ditches, except on the north fide,, 
therefore it was- very ftrong. Some of the Jebufites (part of the- 
old Canaanites) defended it againft all the force of the Ifraelites, 
J.cjk. XV. 63.. till the valiant king David took it from tlum;, there - 
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Delight theetuore, and Siloa'^ brook that flow'd 
Faft by the oracle of God; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to roy adventVcHis fong, • 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
sAbove th' Aonian mount, nrhi^c it purfues i'^ 

Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 

And chiefliy thou, G Spirit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples, th' upright heart and pure, 
Inftrna me, for thou know'ft ; thou from the firft 
AVaft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 2#i 

Dove-like fatt'ft brooding on the vaft abyfs. 
And mad*ft. it pregnant : what in me is dark,. 
Illumine ; what is low", raife and fupporl ; 
That to the height of this great argument 
1 may aflert eternal providence,. 25 

And jullify the ways of God td men*. 

Say firtt, for heav'n hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep traft of hell ; fay iirft what caufe 
-Mov'd oiir g>and parents, in that happy flaie. 
Favoured of he^y'n fo highly, to fall off JQ 

From their Creator, and tranfgrefs hfS wiH, 
For one reftraijit, lords of the world befides J. 
Who firft feduc'd there to that foul revolt I 
Th' infernal ferpent ; he it was, whofe guile^ 

he fortified the okl cafHe, bailt tht upper tewn, rurronodc^ it with 
new walls, and called it tkc. city of David ;: there he kept his- 
court and retinue, % Sam. v. 9. There were many fair buildings, 
and houfcs of his officers, clpecially his houfc of cedar wood, whicK 
he called the caftle. of Sioa^ and the fcpulchre of kinp David,. Solo- 
mon, &c. within a rock; fome of their ruins arc to be iccn ftil!. 
I,.' II. SihaJ] Siloahy Siloam, Shiioah, Hcb. i. e. Sent; for it was. 
a brook or^fpring of water, gliding foftly down mount Sicn,.on the 
eaft fide of the temple of JcruTalem, and at the bottom of it nr^ade 
a pool, which was.fint from God, at the prayer of Ifaiah, a little 
before his death, and when the city was clofcly bcfiegcd, as a blefT- 
ing or gift, to cure many diftafes among his people.. Herein a blind 
man walhed his eyes at Chrift's comnwnd, and received his eye-^ 
fight, John ix. 7. ; there was a tower built over it, by the faU o£ 
which eighteen men were killed, LuU xiU. 4. 
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Stirr'd up with envy and reverfge, deceived 35 

The mother of noankind, what time his pride 

Had caft him out from heav'n, with all his hoft 

Of rebel angels ; by whofe aid afpiring 

To ftt himfelf in glory*" above his peers. 

He trufted to have equalPd the Moil High> 40- * 

If he oppoa'd ; and with ambitious aim 

Againd the throne and monarchy of God 

Kais'd impious war in heav'n, and battle proud, 

With vain attempt. Hfm the almighty power 

HurlM headlong flaming from tb' ethereal fky, 4^- 

With hideous ruin and combtiftion, dowa 

To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal tire^. 

Who durft defy ih' Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the fpace that Bieafures day and night 50 

To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 

Lay vanqui(h*d, rolling in the firry gnlf. 

Confounded though immortal : but his doom 

Referv'd him to more w^ath ; for now the thought 

Both of loft happinefs and lading pain jr 

Torments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes. 

That witnefs'd huge affii6^ion and difmay 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and lledfafl hate : 

J\t once, as far as angels ken, he views' 

The difmal fitoatton wafte and wild ; 5o 

A dungeon horrible on all tides round 

Aft one great furnace ilam'd, yet from thofe flam<a 

No light, but rather darknefs vifibic 

Serv'd only to difcover fights of wo. 

Regions of forrow, doleful (hades, where peace 65 

1>. 381 AngehSl All the modem laingvagcs of Europe borrow this 
word angtl from the Greek, i. e. a mfffenger ; and the iiebrcw Mn' 
ittch'i (igntfiei the fame; becanic thcfe cclcftial beings are the mefieti- 
^crs of God. • It denotes their office, rather than their nature. In 
other words, they arc called fj^rits, mini/fcrs, ^ods, /ons of CsJf 
tbronts^ ^c» 
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And reft can never dwell, hope ocver comes 

That comes to all ; but torture without end 

Still urges* and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning fulphur unconfum'd : 

Such place Eternal JulUcc had prepar'd 70 

For thofe rebellious, here their pris'on ordain'd 

In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 

As far removed from God and light of heav'n, 

As from the centre thrice to th* utmoft pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell !. 75 

There the companions of his fall, oVrwhclm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempeiluous tire, 

He foon difcerns ; and welt'ring by his fide 

One next himfclf in powV, and next in crime, 

Long after known in Paleftine, and namM 80. 

Btelzcbub. To whom th* arch-enemy, 

L. 74. Cetitrc."] Fr, ItaL Spani Lai, from the Gr. i» e. a foiwit t- 
an artronomical term ; the middle point of a circle. Here, the 
miUdlc point of the earth, i. c. three times as far from heaven as 
the two poles are diftant from the equator ; which is a t aft difianoe 
indeed. 

IbiJ. Pole.] Fr. Lat. Gr. i. c. turmng round; an aftronoi^ioal 
term ; the two ends of an imaginary circle, on which dftronomcws ■ 
fay the world turns round from eaft to weft daily. The poles arc^ 
two, the artick, or north pole, and the antardick, or fcuth pole. 

L. 80. PaUjHneJ] Hcb. i. t, fprinkled -with duft mnd J'and\ btfcanfe 
it is a very dry land ; a country of Afia upon the Mediterranean - 
fca. It was called, I. Canaan, from Canaan the Ton of Ham. a. 
Ph'tlijUii^ or PaleflinCf from- a mighty people defcendedfrom Mii- 
raim, another of his fons, Gen. x. 14. who inhabited ibme part of 
it. 3. The land of profnife, becaufe God promifed to give it to A- 
braham and his pofterity for an inheritance. 4. Jvaea^ from Ju- 
dah, whofc offspring had it long in poflfcffion. And, 5. The Holy 
Land; becaufe it was honoured with God's extraordinary prefcnce, 
worlhip, mercies, bleffings, miracles, above all countries upon earth, 
and with the nativity, life, actons, and doArine of the holy Jeius 
and his apoftles. 

L. 81. Beelzehuh.] Baal-zehuh, or Bel zehuh, Heb. i. c. the lord 
of fit's; either becaufe the people believed that he drove away and 
dellroyed flics, which very much infcAed them, or Ucaufe nml- 
titu<lcs of thcic vermin fwarmed about the blood of the facrificcs 
oflcred to him. He was worftiipped firft at Babylon, and then fi- 
nery where, but chiefly by the people of Ekron, a Kings i. a^ 
yiexc it is I he name of one grand prince of the devils, and ne^t. 
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And thence in heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words 
Breaking the horrid filence, thus began : 

If thou beeft he ; but O how fall'ii ! how changed 
From him, who in the happy realms of light, 85 

Cloath*d with tranfcendent brightnefs, didft outfhine 
Myriads though bright I if he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 
Joined with me once, now mifcry hath joined 90 

In equal ruin.: into what pit thou feeft 
From what height falPn, fo much the ftronger prov'd 
He with his thunder ; and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms ? Yet not for thofe,. 
Nor what the potent vi6lor iii his rage 95^ 

Can elfe infli^, do 1 repent or change,. 
Though chang*d in outward luftre, that fix'd mind, 
And high difdain from fcnfe of injur*d merit. 
That- with the Mightiell raifr*d me to contend ; 
And to the fierce contention brought along 100 

Innumerable force of fpiri^s arm*d. 
That duffldiflike his reign, and mejpreferring, 
His utjmoft pow'r with adverfe pow*r oppos*d 
: In dubious battle on the plains of heaven, 
' And fhook his throne. What though the field be loft? 
All is not loft ; th* unconquerable will, ic6 

And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield, 
j And what is elfe, not to be overcome ; 

That glory never (hall his wrath or might 1 1 

to Satan ; our Saviour calls him, tbe- prince cf the devils^ MattU 
sit. 24. 

li. 82. Satan ] Heb. i. e. the adverfary-\ the very prince of all 
devils. As there are diflbrcnt orders and dcgi^es of the holy an- 
gels, io there are ftill among the wicked ones ; their chief prince is 
called Satan^ Bcl-zehub, the oii Serpent j &c. ; for as every good an- 
gel is not a Michael, or a Gabriel, fo every devil is not a Satan, a. 
l^ucifer, ^c. and a kire«k>m is afciibcJ to him, Matth. xii. JU5. 
£ph. ii. :h "^ 
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Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
With fuppliant knee, 'and deify his power. 
Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire ; that were low indeed,. 
That were an ignominy' ami (hame beneath i 

This d6wnfal ; fince by. fate the ilrength of gods 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail j 
Since through experience of this great CTcnt 
In arms not worfe, in forefight much advanced, 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve i 

. To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe. 
Who now triumphs, and to th* excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyraany of heav*n* 

So fpake th' apoftate angel, though in pain ; i 
Vaunting aloud, but rfick*d with deep defpair : 
And him thus anfwer'd foon bis bold compeer : 

O Prince, O chief of many throned powers, 
That led th' imbattled Seraphim to war 
Under thy condudt, and in dreadful deeda z 

Fearlefs, endangered heav*o*8 perpetual King, 
And put to proof hi» high fupremacy. 
Whether upheld by (Irength, or chance, or fate ; 
Too well 1 fee, and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat i 

Hath led u^ heav'n, and all this mighty hod 
la horrible deftru6lioD laid thu» low, 

Jj. Ii6. Fate,'] Fr. Lat. i. c. thefpeech or decree of God\ a w 
mtich ufcd by tlie 3toick5» and other heathen philofophcrs, for 
providence of God ; the eternal and unchangeable courfe of thir 
the unalterable law of nature, defBny. 

L. 128. Poiveri.j Fr* from the Lat. fuch angels as have abil' 
authoHty, might and force in heaven. Here, fuch princes am< 
the fallen aiigels who (till retained that high order among the 
ielves which they had before their fall. 

L. IV). Seraphim] and Seraph \ Hcb. i. e. lurnmg and ft anting 
fre^ to (how the vail love and zeal of thofe blcifcd fpirits to G 
In fcrlpture this word denotes holy angels of the 6rd order of 
celcftial hi-.archj-. Here Satan, who had been one of tkjt high ; 
imppyordcr. 
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Ab far as gods and heav'nly eflences 

Can periih ; for the mind and fpi'rit remains 

Invincible, and vigour foon returns, 140 

Though all our glory' extiD6b> and happy ftate 

Here fwallow'd up in endlefs mifery. 

But what if he our conqueror (whom I now 

Of force believe almighty, fince no lefs 

Than fuch could have o'erpowerM fuch force as ours) 

Have left us thus our fpi'rit and ftrength entire 146 

Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains. 

That we may fo fuffice his jrengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls 

By right of war, whatever his bus'nefs be 159 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire. 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ; 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminiih'd, or eternal being 

To undergo eternal punifhment? ij^ 

, Whereto with fpcedy words th' arch-fiend reply'd : 
Fairn Cherub, to be weak is miferablc 

Doing or fufiering : but of this be fure, 

To do ought good aever will be our tafk, 
^ But ever to do ill our fole delight, 160 

I As bc'ing the contrary to bis high will 

Whom we refill. If then his providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good. 
Our labour muft be to pervert that end. 
And out of good fiill to find means of evil ; 165 

Which oft-times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diHurb 
I His inmoll counfels from their deftin'd aim. 
I But fee the angry vidor hath recalled 

I t.. 157. Cherub] in the fingnlar nambcr, and Cherubim in the plu- 

tal, Hcb. u e, fulnefs of knorwhdg€\ angcb of the firft order, firft 
Mientioned, Gen, ill. 14. They ucre rcprcfcntcd in the tabernacle 
and temple in human ftiape, with two wings^ Essiis ^^h- >%. 
% CbroH. UL 20. 
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His minifters of vengeance and purfuit 170 

Back to the gates of heav'n : the fulphurous hail 

Shot after us in ftorniy o'erblown, hath laid 

llie fiery furge, that from the precipice 

Of heav'n receivM us falling ; and the thunder, 

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175 

Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts, and ceafes now 

To bellow through the vaft and boundlcfs deep. 

Let us not (lip th* occafion, whether fcorn. 

Or fatiatc fury yield it from our foe. 

Seed thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, iSc 

The feat of defolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flamee 

Cads pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 

From off the toffing of thefe fiery waves ; 

There reft, if any reft <:an harbour therr ; 185 

And re-affembling our afflided powers, 

Confult how we may henceforth mofl offend 

Our enemy, our own lofs how repair. 

How overcome this dire calanvity. 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope, ig% 

If not, what refolution from defpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his nearcft mate 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blaz'd, his other parts befide^ 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large ig^ 

Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monftrous iize, 
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 

L. 170. Minifters,'] Br, Lzt, fervent s. Here, the executioners 
of God's vengcvicc upon tlicfc rebels : the holy angels. Sec Pial.- 
ciii. 20. 

L. 198. Titamnn,] like to Titan, Lat. Gr. from the Heb. i* c. 
earth or mud. The fable is thus ; Than was the elder brother .of 
Saturn ; he gave the right of inheritance to him, upon condition 
that nore of his male children fhould live, fo the government 
fhould return to him and his iffue* But finding that Jupiter, Nep- 
tune, apd Pluto wcfe brought «p iccretly, he, with his fons, made 
war upon Saturn, took him, his v»vfc 3iivd cVvUttw, \w\&f^w?.^ -vxt.WV 
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JBriareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarfus held, or that fea-beaft 200 

X*eviathan, which God of all his works 
. Created hugeft that fwim the ocean-ilream : 
Him haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam 
The pilot of fome fmall night-founder'd fkifF 
deeming fome iflandy'oft, as fcamen tell, 205 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind 
Moors by his fide under the lee> while night 
Invteds the fea^ and wiihed morn delays : 
So ftretch'd out huge in length the arch-fiend lay 
Chain'd on the burning l^e : nor ever thence 210 

Jupiter came to age, who defeated Titan with his thunderbolts, 
and puniflied the Titans in hell and other places. 

L. 199. Typhon,'] or Typheas; Heb. and Phenic. i. e. an in- 
undation, Gr. i. c. an inflammation or Jmoking; becaufe he was thun* 
dcr-ftruck by Jupiter. A mon(lroi|s giant, half man half ferpent. 
His head, they fay, reached to heaven, his hands from one end 
of the earth to the other, and he blew fire out of his mouth. 
Thcfc two were tl\c chief of the giants. In tlie war with the gods, 
they heaped mountains upon mountains, and battered heaven with 
huge rocks and iflands plucked oot of the fea ; Jupiter ftruck him 
with thunderbolts^, and laid him under mount Etna. By this fable 
the>' meant tlie winds which blow from one end of heaven to the 
other, and from it to the earth ; Jupiter's conquering him fignifics, 
that the (tin moderates and tanperS the winds. 

L. 200. Tarfus,] In a cave near this city Typhon was buried, 
according to fome authors, wliom our author follows'; but others 
lay, it was under mount £tna. - Strabo (ays, that Ancbiale and 
l^arfoi were built by Sardanapalus thp laft emperor of the AfTyriaa 
ntonarchy, about Jf» M, 324i» both in one day ; and that Tar- 
dus excelled Athens, Alexandria, and Rome, for polite literature. 

L,. aoi. Leviathan.] Lat. Gr. from the Heb. i. e. a heap of 
ferpenti; as if many ferpents were gathered together into one, to 
make up that one huge creature. Some take 4t to be the whale, 
but the whale hath no fcales ; others the crocodile or alligator. It 
is beautifully defcribed. Job xli. 15. 

L,. ^03. Korway.] Sax. i. c the north ivayi a country on 
the north of Europe, about 1300 miles in length, and »6o in 
breadth. Here, the German ocean, which walheth Norway, 
Oreenland and Iceland. The whiles live in thefe cold northern feas, 
and alfb in the cold coafl of Patagonia, near the fheights of Magel- 
lan, in great abundance, but rarely in th« warm, beeauie of their ex- 
celGve fatncfs ; fof they would melt and bt pixbcnkdvciYvcX vi^wc%» 

Vol. L C 
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Had ris'n, or heav*d his head, but that the will 

And high peritiiilion of all-ruHng Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns ; 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 215 

Evil to others ; and enrag'd might fee 

How all his malice ferv'd but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy (hown 

On man by him feduc'd ; but on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 2Sa 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and roll'd 

In billows, leave i' th' midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fleers his flight 325 

Aloft, incumbent on the duflcy air, 

That felt unufual weight ; .till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And fuch appeared in hue, as when the force 230 

Of fubterranean wind tranfports a hill 

Torn from Pelorus, or the fhatter'd fide 

Of thundering JEtna, whofe combuftible 

And fuel'd intrails thence conceiving fire, 

L. 23%. ' Pejorus.'] Lat. Gr. Hcb. and Phen. i. c. « pilot ;^ or Gr. 
from Pelorus, an African pilot, whom, they fay, Hannibal flew 
and buried, fbppofing he had betrayed him ; but finding his miHakc, 
he ereftcd a flatuc for him in a high place near the fca, which he 
•alLed Pelorus. 

L. a33. ^Jna,] JLat. Gr. from the Hcb. Ati/tna, i. e. a furnace^ 
chimney; or JEtumt, u c. a mift; becaufc of the perpetual finoke a- 
fcendiog from the top of it. Pindar, an ancient Greek poet, calls 
it a celeftial column^ from its height, being the highefl mountain 
there ; on the top of it may be feen all the ifland, and to Africa. 
A volcano or burning mountain on the eafl (lAc of Sicily, about 
fix miles in compafs, 100 feet perpendicular, and a mile of a- 
fcent, which always cafls up fmoke, flames, afhes, and fometimes* 
great flones, liquid metal and fulphur , which devour all things 
before it. This mountain has burnt above 3000 years pafl, but 
is not in the lead oonfumed ; it hath (bow upon the top, tIqc* 
yards and imitM paflures on the ^cs, ?^iv^ *X x\vt V«>Vtfwi\. It 

/ 
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Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 235 

And leave a finged bottom all involved 

With flench and fmoke : fuch reiiing found the fole 

Of unblefs'd feet. Him follow'd his next mate. 

Both glorying to have 'fcap'd the Stygian flood 

As gods, and by their own recovered llrength, • 240 

Not by the fufferance of fupernal power* 

la this the region, this the foil, the clime. 
Said then the loft archangel, this the feat 
That we miiil change for heav'n, this monrnfol gloom 
For that celellial light ? Be' it fo, fioce he ' 245 

Who now is fov'reign can difpofe and bid 
What (hall be right ; fartheft from him is beft. 
Whom reas'oB hath equalPd, force hath made fupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells ; hail horrors, hail 250 

Infernal world, and thou profounde^ hell 
' Receive thy new poflelTor ; one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time. 
Xhe mind is its own place, and in itfelf 
Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of hcav*n« 255 

What matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
And what I ihould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
We (hall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 269 

Here we may reign fecure • and in my choice" 
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell : 
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heav'n* 
But wherefore let we then onr faithful friendSf 
Th' affociates and copartners of our lofs, 265 

hath had nine terrible eruptions (^at we know of; the mod dread- 
ful were in A. D, 1538, 1669, and 1693. 

L. 243. Arcb-angeL] Gr. i. e. an arch or primfal angel ^ who has 
power over others. See Dan. viii. 16. Luke i. 19. Rev. xii. 7. 
litre, Satan ; and pi:obab1y; he is the only archaogdt that k out of 
htaven, • ,.V 

.*r c % 
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Ly thas aftonifh'd on th' oblifious pool. 

And call them not to (hare with us their part 

In this unhappy manfion^ or once more 

With rallied arms to try what may be yet 

Kegain'd in h^av'a, or what more loft in hell I Z70 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwer'd : Leader of thofe armies bright, 
Which but; th* Omnipotent none could have foil'd, 
n once they hear that voice> their liveliell pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft *75 

In worft extremes, and on the perilous edg^ 
Of battle when it rag'd, in all aflaults 
Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they ly 
Grovelling and proftrate on yo« lake of fire, • tSc 
As we erewhile, aftounded apd amaz'd, 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious height. 

He fcarce had ceas'd when the fuperior fiend 
Was moving tow'ard the (hore ; his pond'rous fhield, 
Ethereal temper, maffy, large, and round, 285 

Behind him caft ; the. broad circumference 
Hung on his fhoulders like the moon, whofe orb 
Through optick glafs the Tufcan artift views 
At evening from the top of Fefole, 

L. a88. Tttfian] One of the Tufci or Hctnifci; the ancifnfe 
people of Tufcany in Italy, that caipe from Phenicia, but Juffin 
lays from Lydia, lib. ao. The I^atins had long wars with them, 
and at laft conquered them under Servius Tnllus, the fixth king of 
Home. It is now a fine country, fubjc£t to the Grand Duke of 
Tufcany, in extent about 144 miles. It was called Hetruria, now 
Tufcany, and the people Tufcans or Hetntrians. 

Ibid. Artiji.'] Fr. Lat. OneJhnt is JkilVd in any art orfcience .' 
Milton means Galileo Galilei, an excellent aftronomer, and native 
of Florence, the capital of Tufcany, chief philofopher and mathe- 
matician to the Grand Duke of Tufcany, who invented thofe glaf- 
fcs, whereby he difcovcred fpots in the fun ; mountains, rivers, &c, 
in the moon; the nature of the Milky- way ; the various appear^ 
ances or Saturn ; many new (lars about Orion and Cancer ; and 
62,500 ftars, whereof 63 only appeared to the bare eye. 

L. %^, Fe/oUf} Yiilg. FtiJ/hle and Finzok; called Fejak by 
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Or in Valdarno, to defcry new landty 290 

Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe. 
His fpear, to equal which the talleil pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mail 
Of fome great ammiral, were but a wand> 
He walk'd' with to fupport uneafy fteps 295 

'-Over th^ burning marie, (not like thofe ileps 
On heaven*8 azure), and the torrid dime 
Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with fire.^ 
Nathlefs he fo endur'd, till on the beach 
Of that inflamed fea he flood, and call'd ^09> 

His legions, angel- forms ; who lay intranc'd 
Thick as autumnal leaves that Urovv the brooks 
In Vallombrofa, where th' Etrurian (hades 
High over-arch'd imbow'r ; or fcatter*d fedge 
Aflote, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 50^: 

Hath vex'd the Red-fea coaft, whofe waves o'erthrew 

Tit. LWius, Pliny, and Silius Italicus.. It was an ancient city of 
Tuicany near Florence, the rcficlencc of the Tufcan aug\irs, wlio» 
taught the old Romans their fuperftitioiis divinations, facrifices, 
&c. Here the great Galileo refided, and made his agronomical 
obfervations from the top of the towers thereof. 

L. 190. Vaidarno.] Ital. from the Lat. 1. c. the vdlUy on the ri- 
ver Armis. It is a fruitful vale on the river Arno, which runs; 
through Tufcany and by Florence into the Tuftan fca. 

1*^« 303* Vallomhrofa.] Ital.- Lat- i. e. a fliady valley ; a fruitfull 
and pleafaot valley in Tufcany,' full of (hades and fruitful trees. 

Ibid. Etrurian,'] Hetruria, Thu/cia,. or Tufcia, Lat. 5 the great: 
dukedom of Tufcany. 

L. 305- Orion.] Lat. from the Gr. i. e. urine, or tempefi. Am 
adron. term. It iis a fbutliern conftellation of 30 ftars, ri(ing oni 
the 9th of March, and fettingin 'November ; and bringcth ftorms and; 
rain with it. Sec Jdh ix. 9. Amos v. 8. Some call Orion the god. 
ef the winds. 

J^. 306. Red-fea,'] Heb. It is fo called from Efau or Edbm, be- 
cause of the red-coloured pottage which he purchased of Jacob ; for- 
his dominions lay along that fea, and from him the country was; 
called Idumedy i, e. red : and fo the old Egyptians called it Bythra^, 
1, e. redy which the Greeks turned into Erythra or Erytbras, andl' 
the Latins into mare Eryihreum, i. e. the Red-fa. But in the He- 
brew it is called Supb, i. e. tjje/ea of fedge or weeds, which grow/ 
and Boat upon it in abundance. This fea parts £g>'pt from. Arar* 
bia,, and.tljcrcforcil is called alfo the Arabian Qilff. 
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Bufiris and his Memphian chivalry, 

While with perfidious hatred they purfuM 

The fojourners of Gofhen, who beheld 

From the fafe ftiore their fljoting carcafes 31^ 

And broken chariot- wheels : fo -thick bcftrowtt 

AbjeA and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call'd fo loud, that all the hollow deep, 

Gf hell refounded. Princes, potentates, $% g 

Warriors, the flow'r of heaven, once yours, now loft,^ 

It fuch aftonifhment as this can feize 

Eternal fpi'rits ; or have ye chofen this place 

After the toil of battle to repofe 

Your Wearied virtue, for the cafe you find - S^^ 

To {lumber here, as in the vales of heavenr?' • 

Or in this abjedl pofture have ye fworn 

To' adore the conqueror ? wlko now beholds- 

Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 

With fcatter'd arras and enfigns, till anon jjZ;^ 

His fwift purfuers from heav'n»geates difcern 

Til' advantage, and defcending tread us down 

Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolta 

IVansfix us; to the bottom of this gulf^ 

Awake, arife, or be for ever fallen. jj© 

L. 307. Bufiris.'] I.at, fron the Gr. i» e. a manager ofexcn ; bc-> 
faufc he butchered men like oxen : a cruel tyrant iA Egypt in the 
time of RIofes, who under a pretence of entertaining Ibrangers, fa- 
criFiccd them upon his altars. He built the famous city of Zoan or 
Tanais, and made it the feat of his kingdom. 

Ibid. 'MempMan,'] Of or belonging to Memphis ;.Heb. i. e. a foptt- 
lous country i or great city. In Hebrew it is called Mopb and Noph^ 
■which the Greeks turned into Memphis. This great city was built,, 
as fome fay, a little before the flood ; and being afterwards repaired 
and enlarged, it became the royal city of Egypt, till the time of. 
the Ptolemies, who reiided at Alexandria, becaufe it was built by 
Alexander the Great. It was a great city, ftvcn leagues in circuit,, 
bccaufe in length of time four cities became one, and flood on the 
weft fide of the Nile. 

L. 315. Potentates.^ Fr. Ital. Lat. i. t, mighty ones; governors^, 
fttlecs of Batipns^ tiae, fome ^andecs amon|^ thcncu 
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They h<arc?» and were abafliM, and up they fprang 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, ileeping found by whom they dread* 
Roufe and beftir cherofdves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil phght 335 

In which they were, or the fierce paiua not feel ; 
Yet to their gefieral's voice th^y foon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram*s fon, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav*d round the coaft, up call'd a pitchy cloud 340: 
Of locufts, warping on the eaftern wind,. 
That o*er the reaim of impious Pharaoii hung 
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile ; 

L« 339« ^iyf*'] i^»t- from the Gr. I c ih iojfd of the Fgof/i,. 
Copkiif and Copti, from Coptus the capital of I'hebait, a city n]CQ-> 
tiontJ by Strabo and Plutarch ; or from Cobtim, die people and 
liii^ iing that iettled hi that couotry, and of the pofterity of Ham : 
or from Egryptm, the brother of Dan^us, and an antient king of 
U. This monarchy laftcd 1300 years, till Alexander the Great. 
In the Old 1 efUment it u called the land of Ham and Mizraim.. 
(Mssraim figniBes affllAions, and is a predi^Ion of the tribulations. 
the people of God were afterwards to futier there.) 

L. 341. Loatfis.] ItaL Lat. q. loca ujlans^ i. e. hurmng or laying^ 
fiaces VJafte, Tbey are oiiiciiievous flieis, like grathoppert, that- 
deftroy the grafs, corn, and fruits, whcrc-evcr they go ; very com- 
inoiL in Egypt, Africa, and other hot countries; they live a- 
bout 6Te months only : but thefe were extraordinary, .both for 
their number, and the end for which they were lent : the ninth 
pUgttc of Egypt, fent by God to humble that proud tyrant. 

L. 34 a. Pharaoh.] Old E-gypt^ i. e. a crocodile \ for the people 
worihipped that creature out of fear. Jo(ephii6 tranilates it a king: 
Pbanuth was the common name of their kings from the beginning 
to the conqued of Alexander the Great, for X.660 years, under for- 
ty-(evcn kings; as that of AHmelcch, Heb. i. e. my. father the king^ 
among the Philiflines ;. AuguAus and Csiar among the Romans;, 
yet many of tlicm had proper names, as Sefolh-is, So, Neco, Or- 
pha, &c, 

JL. 343* ^^<Vf.] Old Egypt, or contracted from Nabal, Heb. i, c, 
tbe river /-for that language came near to the Hebrew, and in the 
OM Tcilament it is called Nahal Mizzam, L e. the rivor of the E- 
gypttMns ; bccanfe it is the chief and only river there ; from which 
Xhe Greeks and the Targum call it Nihs, It is ufual in many 
countries to call their chief river ib. Thus tbe Ganges in India^ 
thus Mefehafebe (which the French call Mtj|/ijt(>pe) ttom.Ce\e«\. «• 
t^trivtr, %DdMefcba^ i. t^thtgjrtQl i tht ^roa rVvcr% "IVa VA* 
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So numberlefs werf thofe bad angels feen 

Hovering on wing under the cope of hell, ' 345 

'Twixt «ipper, nether, and furrounding fires ; , 

Tilly as a fignal giv'n, th' uplifted fpear 

Of their great fultan waving to dire6^ 

Their courfe, in even balance down they light 

On the firm brintflone, and fill all the plain ; 350 

A multitude, like which the populous North 

Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pafs 

Rheue or the Danaw, when her barbarous fons 

Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 

Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fands. 3 J5 

is alfo called Sthor^ Jofh. xiii. 3. ^xom thence the Ethiopians iiajii» 
ed it Shicn^ Slnbri, and Siris, tiil it pafles into the confines of £* 
gypt and the laft cataract. Theie words are of the lame figni6ca- 
tion in the Ethiopick, and fignify black ; becaufe the waters of it 
are black and turbid. It is the nobleft river in ail Africa, rifing in- 
and running through Ethiopia, from fonth to north ; it divides £*• 
gypt in the middle, waters it all over once a year, viz. June, July, 
Auguft, and part of September, and difchaeges itfelf into the Me- 
diterranean fca at ftven mouths formerly,, fee Ifa. xi. 15. but only- 
two of them are navigable at this time, one at Damietta, and an- 
other at Rofetta ; the other five being fmall ones, ^lled up with 
iands or artificial canals, after a long courfe of looo German miles,, 
or 4000 Englifh. 

li. 353. Rhene^^ <^ -R^'^fl ; T'^*^ i* e. pure; becaufc of the clear- 
nefs of the waters; or Gr. i. e. the flood or river; becaufe it is t 
vaft one. A large river in Germany, rifing in the Alps, partr 
France and Germany, and after a long courfe of lOOO miles throws? 
itfelf into the German ocean, in. two large mouths near the Briel; 
therefore Virgil calb it Bicornes, i. e. having t-wo horns, or fqffages. 

Ibid. DanaWf] Dunow, Danuhey and by the natives Tow^w, T«r/». 
i, e. thunder ; becaufe of the thundering noife of its rapid current: 
and three grand cataracts. Or Danubius^ Lat. q. Danivius, i. c 
fnoivy, from the abundance of ihow that falls upon the adjacent 
mountains, and fwells the river ; or from Danai^ an ancient people 
that are faid to have dwelt thereabouts. A grand river in Europe ; ; 
it rileth in Suabcn, runs through Germany, Bavaria, Auftria, Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria, &c. into the Euxine fea in fix or feven mouths, 
(but only two are navigable) after a courfe of near 3000 miles, 
wherein it receives fixty other rivers, whereof thirty are navigable* 
It is very broad,, and 200 feet deep in divers- places, and abounds. 
w:ith many large iflands and villages. 

L. 33 S» Gibraltar. \ Arab. J'tbil Tharek^ 1. C. the mountain of Tha" 
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Forthwith from every fquadron and each band 

The heads and leaders thither hafte where ftood 

Their great commander ; godlike fhapes and forms 

Excelling human, princely dignities. 

And pow'rs that erft in heav'n fat on thrones ; 560 

Though of their names in heav'nly records now 

Be no memorial, blotted out and ras'd, 

By their rebellion, from the books of life. 

Nor had tjiey yet among the fons of Eve 364 

Got them new names ; till vvand'ring o'er the earth. 

Through God*8 high fufierance for the tri*al of man^ 

By fal^ties and lies the greateft part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 

£. God their Creator, and th' invifible 

^•: Glory of him that made them to transform 3 70 

rinj Oft to the image of a brute, adorned 

£•1 With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

'^'f And devils to adore for deities : 

,Q^ Then were they known to men by various names, 

And various idols through the heathen world. 375, 

Say, Mufe, their names then known, who firil, who ]afl». 
Itous'd from the fkmber, on that fiery x^ouch, 

"" 'At their great empe*ror*8 call, as next in worth 
Came iingly where he ftood on the bare ftrand. 
While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof. 380 

'*»iThc chief were thofe who from the pit of hell 

k l^aniing to feek their prey on earth, durft fix 

nt |Their foats long after next the feat of God, 

l^"^^ Their altars by his altar, gods ador'd 

Icl . . 

; l^^dcd Spain, and pitched firft upon that promontory, which is up- 
■" hML **** '"'^"^h of the ftrei^ts between Spain and Africa. Thcfe 
» K***8hts were formerly called the Streights of Henules and ofGadcu 
» Pjo™ ^*^ ^*"^ ^^ Moors pofleilcd Spain 760 years, tiil 900,000 
, Pf them were expelled by Ferdinswid and l&bella. A, D, I49«« 
J .^Ut the Moorifh 15 (Ull fpoken in fomc parts of it, and many of 

l^cir cnftoms and lavage difJMlltkiis continue in the blood of the 
. . Rpaniards to this day. •^ *^ 

J h' 3^4. -^^-J Tffff. Dut. Fn Lat. L.c. K^b •, U^xsfc Vc ^^ 
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Among the nations round, and durit abide 385 

Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 

Between the Cherubim ; yea, often pJac'd 

Within his fanduary itfelf their (hriues. 

Abominations ; and with curfed ihings 

His holy rites and folemn feafts profan'd, 39* 

And with their darknefs durft affront his light* 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmeard with blood 

Of human facrifice, and parents tears, 

Though for the noife of drums and tinabrels loud 

raifed above the ground : or, to hum ; becauie iacrificcs were offo- 
cd upon altars. From the Hcb. Arar^ i. e. to pray or imprec0ti\ 
or of £/, Gody und Tar, a place appointed for the -wfrfinp of Goi, 

L. 388. Sanduary.'] Fr. from thcLat. ue. holy and fanififed pka> 
The moft holy part of the tabernacle, within the veil, and in tlv 
weft end of Solomon's temple, adorned with two cherubimt, the 
ark of the covenant, and the extraordinary preience of God* it 
was unlawful for any nun to enter into it, but the high-pried ofilfi 
and that but once in the year, on the great day of atonement^ 
which anfwered to the firft of our September. The moft (aad 
place was called the holy of hoBes, i. e. the tnojt holy p/sce, Le- 
vit. xvi. 23. 

Ibid. Shrines,'] Fr. Sax. Lat. i. e. dsjksy cabinets, or clo/ets. tit 
Saxons meant thereby closets or temples, like the lares among tk 
old Romans; wherein they kept the reliques of their faints, aai 
the latter their gods. In ihcfe they made theu- prayers. ShriuM 
vrere the altars or temples of thofe idols, where thefe devils «cfl 
worftiipped. Here the temple of the true God was made a repofiw^ 
ry for thoft idols ; for fo Solomon, Manaftes, and other wickfli 
kings of Judah did. 

L. 39a. Moloch.] Moh'ch, Milcom» Melcom; Heb. i. c. a JStf* 
An idol of the Ammonites, ftridly forbidden the Jews, LenUj 
xviii. ai. xx. 2. The prophets denounced, and God execuUd- 
grievous judgments upon all the worfhippers of it ; and no wondffr 
for it was a moft infamous idol, ifi, In his afTuming the name d 
a kingj and robbing God of his fbvereignty and glory, idly, Ift 
the inhumanity of the worihip paid him. Moloch was a hollotf 
ftatue of brafs, with the head of an ox, and the hands of a mtft 
with feven chapels. It was made red hot, then the priefts thief ' 
the facrifices into its arms, where they were burnt to death ia I ' 
dreadful manner. The Carthaginians offered aoo children of their 
nobility to it at one time, and 300 at another ; which made DJh 
rius fend ambaftadors to Carthaj-e, with an edi€t to forbid thcA 
thnt inJ)umanity, 490 yean bcfojc Jefus Clirift, Sec Juftifi, Hjfii 
B, jg. caft. I, ' 
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Their childrens cries unheard, that pafs'd through fire 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 396 

Worfhipp'd in Rabba and her wat*ry plain. 

In Argoby and in Dafan, to the ilream 

Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 40c 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againft the temple' of God 

On that opprobrious .hill, and made his grove 

The pleafant valley' of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

JLi. 396. Ammomie$.'] The poderity of Ben-Ammi, Heb. i. e. the 
fin of my people ; the fon of Lot by his youngcft daughter, Gen. 
xi3U 38. 

1,. 397. Rabha^'] or Rahha/bf Hcb. i. c. great ; the chief city of 
the Ammonitef, on the north eaft fide of Jordan and the river Ar- 
non. It was well watered by the fprings of mount Arnon and 
mioaot Gilead ; therefore, it was called the city of -wattrs, % Sam. 
zii. %^^ David took and plundered it, and made all the inhabi- 
tants Haves. There the brave Uriah loft his life, a Sam. xi. 17. 

li. 398. Argoh."] Hcb. i. e. a lump of earth, or gravely a large, 
very fruitful, and populous country, lying on the eaft of Jordan 
among .the mountains. It belonged to Og, king of Bafao, near 
mount Gilead, Dcut. iii. 13, 14. Afterwards it was called Traho' 
mtiSi Gr. L e. rocky ^ or ft ony. See Luke iii. i. 

Ibid. Bafan,'] or Bafaan, Heb, i.e. in ivory y or tooth \ becau/e it 
lay between two ranges of moimtains, like the tooth of an elephant. 
L. 399. Arnon.] Hcb. i. e. a -wlldep; bccauie theft trees grew 
upon the banks of it in abundance. 

L. 401. Solomon,^ Salomon, or Schelamoch, Heb. i. e. peace, or 
ftaceablei becaufc he was a peaceable prince, not like his father; 
the fon of David by Bathfheba, (Heb. i. e. the daughter of the oath,) 
^ the third king of Ifrael, and the wifeft of all mortals fince the fall 
' of Adam, i Kings iv. 29. ; yet he fell into this abominable idola- 
try, and built a temple to this devil, near that which he himfclf had 
«reOed to the livbg and true God, to gratify his idolatrous wives, 
I Kings xi. 5. 

I^. 404. HinnomJ] Heb. i. c. gracious. This was the name of the 
pofleilbr of the valley, which is alfo called the valliy of Bett-Hiw ' 
ftfm, Heb. i. e. 0/ tbtfon of Hinvom. It Kcs at the foot of mount 
Moriah and nJount Olivet, iouthward. There ftood the grove of 
Molocb, wherein they offered children, and other facriBces, to 
this cruel idol. It was alio called the valley of Tophet, and our 
Saviour likened it to hell. The valley of JdioibpHat runs acrofs 
the mouth of it, which is fb called, becaufe there tl)at pious kin^ 
igns burled. 
IbiiL Topktt,] Heb» i, c. a -drum ; bccaufc \uo\aUis\i^^t ^"eams. 
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And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 405 

Next Chemos, th' obfcene dread of Moab^s foM, 
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 
Of fouthmoft Abarim ; in H^febon 
And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

ire, to drown the cries of mUerable creatures wliich were broiled to 
death in that pit of fire. A cruelty which God never commanded, 
always abhorred, (hi^y prohibited, and ieverely puoiflicd, Jcr. m 
31. xix. 5- 

L. 405. Gehenna.'] Gr. from the Heb. 1. e. the land of Htnnom\ 
for llinnom was the lord of it : and Tapbet^ 'becaufe idolaters beat 
drums in the grove ©f Moloch, which flood there : but our Saviour, , 
and othersi mean the place of the damned thereby. Mat. xviii. 9. 
btcaule of the dreadful torments these. 

L. 406. ChemoSt] or Kemos ; 11. Heb. i. e. fwift, orjpeedy^ from 
the fwiftncfi of the liin, which this idol reprefented. Others fay, 
hid and concealed ; becauft of the Ibameful pro(Htutions and rites of 
this idolatry. 

L. 407. Aroar,'] or AroeTf Uth. i, e. heat, or dejiroyed and root' 
ei out ; becaufe Jephtha won a memorable battle near it, Judges 
xi. 33- 

Ibid. Keho,] Heb. i. c. <2 prophecy ; a city and mountain of Ae 
Moabites, near to mount Pifgahj twenty miles from Jerufalem caft- 
ward, on the caft fide of the Dead Sea, belonging to Sihon king 
of Og, very good for pafture and cattle, being a mountainous 
country. Upon this mountain Mofes had a fair view of Canaan, 
died, and was buried, Deut. xxxiv. i. and there Jeremy hid the 
tabernacle^ ark, and altar of inceufe, in a hollow cave, a Maccab. 

ii. 5- 

1.. 408. Abarim.'] Heb. i. e. bridges, or pj/fnges ; becaufe of di- 
vers fords over Jordan near to thefe mountains. A ridge of moun- 
tains lying along the eaft of the Dead Sea, belonging to Moab, 
which parts the kingdoms of the Moabites, Edomites, and Ammo« 
nites. Nebo, Pifgah, and Pcor were feveral mountains in this track, 
Numb, xxxiii. 47. Deut. xxxii. 49. 

Ibid. He/ebony] for Hejhbony Heb. i.e. numhering, thittkingy or in* 
r:r:tHing ; becaufe there was an academy or fcbooi. The royal city 
of Sihon, or Sehon, king of the A.morites ; therefore, Silion is call- 
ed king of HeQibon, Deut. i. 4. 

L. 409. HoronaiJn.] Heb. i, e. the mountains, or furies ; and in the 
^ynacky liberties. Two cities of the Moabites; one was called the 
Upper, and the other Inferior or Lower, Ifa. xv. 5. There Sanbal- 
lat, the bitter enemy of Nehemiah, was born, Nehem. ii. 10. 

Ibid. Seonyl or Sieb§n, Heb. i. c. rooting up, or deflroying utter^ 
ly ; becaufe he was a cruel oppreflbr of his neighbours. A king 
of the Amorites, who refufed the Ifraelites a paflage through liis 
fjominions into Canaan, which occafloned a bloody war; but 
they vauqviibed him, aud poCfcfied a\\ V\\s covxivXrf ^ \\>Mccv\i, Tk>A. 
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The flow'ry dale of Sibma, dad with vines^ 410 

And Eleale, to th' Afphaltick pool. 

Pcor his other name, when he entic'd 

Ifrael in Sittim, on their xnar^h from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which coft them wou 

Yet thence his luftful orgies he enlarg*d 415 

£v'n to that hill of fcandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide ; luft hard by hate ; 

Till good Jofiah drove him thence to hell. 

fta, 3a. He had taken Horonaim from the Moabites ; thererorc, 
Miltoa jodicioufly calls thefe cities the realm of Seon. 

L. 411. EUalel] or EieaUb, Heb. i. e. the afcMpon, or hurnt-of- 
ferin^ of God, A town fix miles from Heflibon, belooging to iSi- 
hon, beyond Jordan to the eaft, and thirty^fijc miles from Jerufalem. 
It fell to the tribe of Reuben, after the conqueft of thefe countries. 
Numb, xxxii. 37. It abounded with vines, and other good fruits, * 
and was a (hong city in the days of St. Jerome ; he flouriHied in the 
fourth century, and died in 420. 

Ibid, /i/phaltos,] or Afphaltusy Lat. from the Gr. i. e. yicltRag 
hitumen, or fuiphur, A lake of fulphureous, fait and bitter water in 
Judea, where Sodom and Oomorrah (Vood, thirty-five miles from 
Jeruialem to the ead, about twenty-four leagues long, and fix or fe- 
ven broad. On the eaft and fbuth it is inclofed with exceeding high 
mountains, vh. Abarim, Kebo, Fifgah, Peor ; on the north with 
the plains of Jericho ; and on the weft with the land belonging to 
tlic tribe of Judah, Jcrufiilem, &c. 

L. 4i». Peor,] Bagl-peor, Banl-phcor\ III. Heb. i. e. a naked goi 
or lord^ or, be that Jhowetb bis nakcdnefs fubRckly. An idol of the 
Moabites and Midianites, the fame as Cbemos, the beaftly and ob- 
Icene Priapus of the Greeks and Romans. An abominable idol, 
frequently mentioned in holy writ, with the utmoft abhorrence, as 
it well defervcd. Jeremiah calls it b by way of difgrace, chap. xi. 13. 
L.. 413. Sittim'l or Sbtttim^ i. e. fiourget, or thorns, A place 
in the plains of Moab, fixty furlongs, or eight miles from Jordan, 
V'here the Ifiraelites encamped laft under the conduct of Mofes ; and 
where they were tempted by the wicked counlels of fiataam to com- 
mit fornication with the women of Moab, and to facrifice to this 
devil ; which provoked God to deftroy «4,ooo of them. Here 
f^rew that wood whereof the ark of the covenant was made, £xod. 
xxv. 10. xxxvii. I. 

L. 418. Jofiab,] Heb. I.e. the fire, cr zeal of the Lord, The 
S8th king of Judah, the pious too of a very wicked father and 
grandfather. He was a great reformer of religion. He deftroycd 
ail thofc idol temples and groves, as it was foretold of him by Qats\!^ 
360 years before he was born, X King^ niu. a. %^axk^% w[yl. \^» 
Vol. L I> . • 
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With thefe came ttcy, who from the bord'ring flood 

Of old Euphrates^ to the brook that parts 420 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of Baalim and Afhtaroth ; thofe male, 

Thcfe feminine. For fpirits when they pleafe 

Can either fex affume, or both ; fo foft 

And uncompounded is their efTence pure ; 425 

Not ty'd or manacled with joint or limb. 

Nor founded on thc/brittle ftrength of bodes, 

Ivike cumbrous fle(h ; but in what fhape they choofe^ 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obfcure. 

Can execute their airy purpofes, 43« 

And works of love or enmity fulfil. 

For thofe the race of Ifracl oft forfook 

Their living ftrength, and unfrequtnted left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bellial gods ; for which their heads as low 435 

Bow'd down in battle, funk before the fpear 

Of dcfpicable foes. With thefe in troop 

Came Aftoreth, whom the Pheniclans call'd 

L. 420. Euphrates.] Lat. Or. from the Heb. Phraib, or Parab^ 
J, c. fruitful; becaaie it renders thofe countries very fruitful, which 
it overflowcth at a certain feafon yearly. The principal of die four 
rivers of Paradifc, Gen. ii, 14. It is the iargcft in Afia, and the 
noft famous river upon earth ; rifing in the mountains of Arme- 
jiia, the Tigris, and many more join it ; it waters Meibpotamia, 
paileth by and through Babylon, renders many countries rcry fruit- 
ful ; and, after a courfe of 2000 miles, difcharges itielf into the 
Pcrfian ocean. 

L. 421. Baalimt] and BasI; IV. Heb. i. e. lards and lord. This 
•was the firft idol in the world, ercAed at Babylon in memory of Be* 
lus or Nimrod, whom NiAus, his fon and fuccefibr, deified after his 
death, and was wor (hipped all the world over, though under differ- 
ent names, viz. Baal-btrith^ Baal-gad, Baal-meon, Baal-ptor, Baai- 
femen, Baal-zebub, Baal-zephon, &c. 

Ibid, jijhtareibf'] or AJhtoreth\ V. Heb. Plur. L e. ftocks and 
lerds \ bccauie flieep, goats, &€• were offered to her. A goddeis of 
the AfTyrians, Syrians, Phenicians, Sidonians, Carthaginians, JcwsT 
Greeks, Romans, &c* but under different names. 

jL. 4 J 8. PbemciaHsJ] Heb. q, Bene-anak^ i. e. the fins of Anak^ a 
gigantick man, who, with his.racc, \uYvab\ttd Vh^X. co\«\xrf. T\« ^ 
peaplc of Phcnicia, I*ale(tine, or Canaan, c^\cd tie rM^\«ti. ^ 
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AftartCy queen of heaven, with crefcent liorns ; 

To whofe bright image nightly by the moon 440 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs ; 

Jn Sion alfo i^ot unfung, where flood 

Her temple on th* ofiFeniive mountain, built 

By that uxorious king, whofe heart> though large, 

Beguil'd by fair idolatreffes, fell 445 

To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 

Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damfels, to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a fummer's day ; 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 450 

Ran purple to the fea, fuppos'd with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded ; the love-tale 

L.. 439. Aftarte,'] VI. Hcb. i. e. « flock ; from Afhtoreth, ac- 
cording to the Phenidan dialed ; and one of their goddeflcs. AC- 
tarte is Sephora, the wife of Mofes, and the moon. 

L.. 44c. SidoH.'] Heb. i. c,afi]b\ becaufe of the great plenty and 
riches which the inhabitants got by the trade of fiQi ; or of Sidon, 
the firft ion of Canaan^ who firft built it, Gen. x. 15. i. e. a htQiter, 

L.. 446. Tbammuz.'] Egypt, from the Heb. i. e. hidden^ or, death ; 
becaufe of the fccret, infamous, and obfcene rites performed to this 
idol, which was death to utter ; or from Tbamuzy Hcb. i. e. June ; 
btcaufe thefe feafts were kept in June. This goddcis' was Thammuz 
among the JEgyptians, Carthaginians and Jews, but Adonb among 
the Romans, &c» 

L.. 447. Lebanon.'] Heb. from Laban ; I. e. luhite ; becaufe the 
top of it appears white with fnow; or frankincenfe^ becaufe it a- 
bouiids upon it. A very long, large, and high mountain in Syria, 
about 200 miles in length, from Damafcus to the Mediterranean kh 
wefbvard, and the boundary of Canaan to the north, about no 
miles from Jerusalem. It is famous for cedar-trees, which grow on- 
ly there and in fome woods of America. 

L. 450. MontsJ] VII. Heb. i. e. lord. An Aflyrian idol, the 
fame as Thammuz. llie tale is : This Adonis was a fine youths 
the Ion of Cynra, king of Cyprus, by his daughter Myrrha, beloved 
of Venus and Proferpina, killed by a wild boar upon mount LfCba- 
non while he was hunting, and much lamented by thefe goddefles. 
'Hie/e women kept a folemn fcafl at that time, weeping, lamenting, 
and beating themfelves for his death ; afterwards they rejoiced at 
his return to life. The feftival of Adonis was celebrated througU 
Greece, in honour of Venus and Adonis, for two da^s. See Pet- 
Or'f Jjifig, rf Greece^ vol. I. p. 3»^« 
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lnfe£^ed Sion's daagbters with like heat | 

Whofe wanton paflions in the ^red porch 

Ezekiel faw, when, by the vifion led, 455 

His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries 

OF alienated Judah. Kext came one, 

Who mourn'd in earned, when the captive ark 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 

In his owi^ temple, on the grunfel edge, 464^ 

Where he fell fiat, and fhamM his worshippers : 

Dagon his name, fea-monfter, upward man 

And downward fi(h • yet had his temple high 

Rear 'd in Azotus, dreaded through the co^ft 

Of Paleftine, in Gath, and Afcalon, 46J 

And Accaron, and Gaza's frontier-bound** 

L. 455. Ezekielj] or JchezekieU Hcb. i. c the ftrength of God, 
The third of the four great prophets, carried a captive to Babylon 
v/ith Jechoniah, when he was young ; the ion of £uz, a very JbBam^ 
cd pricft. 

JL. 46a. Dagon'} VIII. Heb. i. e. afjk, A god of the Syrians 
and Pbiliflines, who got vafl riches by 6fh ; which they afcribed %• 
this idoL It was half a fifh and half a man. 

L.. 464. Azotus,] or Ajhdod, Heb, i. e. lai/ing -wafte ; becauie it 
was a (Irong and viftorious city; or, £/fc, i. e. a fire \ and Doi^ 
i. e. the fire of love, A fca-port town in Paleftine, between Joppa 
and Afcalon, twenty-'lwo miles from Jerwfalem to the weft, and 
one of the five chief governments of the old Philiftincs. This city 
was fo ftrong, that it held out a fiege again ft Piamiticus king of 
Kgypt, in the time of Manafles king of Judab, for twenty-nine 
years ; and fo did alfQ the city of MeiiSna in Sicily ^.fi^r thirty year% 
again ft the Lacedemonians : thcfe are the longeft (leges mentioned 
in hiftory. 

JL. 465. Gath^ Heb. i. e. a -wme-prefi \ bccauft much wine was 
made there, If. Ixiii. a. One of the chief cities of the Philiftinet 
upon the fca, very rich and powerful, diftant from Jerufalem about 
>thirty -four .miles to the weft, and famous for the biith-]^lace of that 
giant Goliah, and others of his hijgc, terrible family. 

Ibid.' AfcalonJ\ Heb. i. e. an igHomlniouifire ; ox from Afcalus, a 
I.ydian, who is faid to have founded it. Another of the .chief ci- 
ties of t^e Philiftincs on the fame fca, thirty miles froif Jerufalem 
to the weft. 

X>. 466. Accaron,'] or Ekron, Heb. i. e. barrennefs ; bccauic it was 
reared in an unfruitful foil. A city on the fouth of Gath, about 
thirty-px miles from Jerufalem to the weft. 

Jbids Gaza J now Gazra, Perf. i. c. the flace of treafure \ bp- 
mu/c thither Qtmbyfes of Pgrfi^ fcnt tjiofe Uc3iC\3ix«s viVvvdv Vr Vaj\ 
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Him followM Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 

Was fair Damafcus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid (lrea:n8. 

He alfo' againil the houfe of God was bold : 470^ 

A leper once he loft, and gain'd a king, 

Ahaz, his fottilh conquVor, whom he drew 

God's altar to difparage, and difplace, 

prepared for the Egyptian War. But it was called Co many ages 
before, Gen. x. 19. or rather Heb. i. c. a Jlrong tower, being a very 
(Irong and rich place ; and aJlb Cottjiant'tn, hecaiiie Conftantine t!>e 
Great gave it to his fitter Conrtantia. It Ilaiids about two miles 
from the fca on the river Bezor, near Egypt ; ti\crefore our author 
here calls it the frontier-bonnds of thofe countries, forty miles from 
Jerufalem towards tl c fouth-welt, and was one of the beft cities 
the old Philiftincs pofTcfTcd. • 

L. 468, Dauiafcus,] Heb, i. e. driukihg bhod\ becauic there Cain, 
flew his brother ; or the habitation of Seni, bccaufe he dwelt there- 
about, as alfo Adam and Eve, when they were expelled Paradilc, as 
it is rqxMted ; or from Eliezer of Damafcus, Abraham's chief fer* 
irant, Gen, xv. %. whom others take to he the founder cf it. The 
metropolis of all Syria, 160 miles from Jerufilcm to the north, very- 
beautiful, plcafant, fertile, and well watered by fcven. rivulets. It 
is the oldeft city upon earth, built ibon after the flood, aB<l 
was in the early days of Abraham j but now it is- forcly decayed,, 
and called Damas by the Turks, by a concra^on of the old name. 

L.. 469, Abbana,] or Abana; Heb. i. c. flony; becaufc it runs 

down mount Libanus among many rocks and (loncs, is very rapiU>. 

broad, aRdvturbid ; the chief river that runs by the wel> and ibuth- 

iides of Damaicus, and through it, into a great Ukehard.by. The 

' 61h in it arc unwholdbme. 

Ibid. Pharpbar^l or Pharpar, Heb. \, c. fruBifyin^ Another of 
the rivers %f Damaicus, or rather one of the three arms of the Ab' 
baaa, now the Farfap and Chryfbrrhoes, Gr. i. e. runmng -with g&ld^. 
bccaufe gold is found in the fands of that rirer. Some lay thelis: 
are but two branches of the Barraday. 

L. 471. Leper.] Ft. Itai, Span, Lat. from the Gr. i.e. a leprous, 
man, full of fcabs or fcales; one that is infeAed with the leprofy, 
Gr. i. e. a burmngy or. very hot di/eafc Here^' Kaamao the Syrian*. 
This whole hiftory is recorded, % Ktugs- v, Zv 

JL. 47a, Abaz,] Heb. i. e. talang paffeffiom An idoratrous king- 
•f Judah, and the father of the good Hezekiah. He was t\\or. 
X4th king, abost A. M. 3*05, 762 years before Jefus Chrift, andl 
ntigned ft ateen years. He cauiM Urijah the chief ptieft to fet np> 
an idolatrous altar, dole by the altar of God, whereof he took: 
the pattern from that at Damaicus, % Kings xvi. lO. which, waji 
iri^tJy forbidden by the divine law. 

»4 
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For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious offerings, and adore the gods 475 

AVhom he had vanquifhM. After thefe appeared 
A crew, who under names of old renown, 
Ofiris, Ifis, Orus, and their train, 
With monftrous fhapes and forceries abus'd 
Fanatick Egypt, and Ker priefts, to feek 480 

Their wand'ring gods, difguisM in brutifh forms. 
Rather than human. Nor did Ifrael *fcape 
Th' infedlion, when their borrowed gold composed. 
The calf in Oreb : and the rebel king- 
Doubled that fin in Bethel and in Dan,. 485^ 
Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jehovah ; who in one night, when he pafs'd 

,h, 478. OJiris.] X. Egypt. I e. a great eyfi bccaufc of hi$ Ta(^ 
wifdom and knowledge A king and philofopher. of Egypt, about. 
A, M. 2500, who firft tanght the Egyptians hufbapdry^ tillage,, 
^c. for which they built him a temple at Memphis, and wor(hipped[, 
him under the form of an ox. Some think this, wa? Mizraim,, 
their father and founder. He is the fame as Bacchus among the 
Greeks and. Romans, ^nd Adam wrapt up in a fable. 

Ibid. J/Ji. J XI. EgyJ>t, from the Hcb. i. e. the worna9» The wife. 
of Ofiris,. and queen of Egypt, who were both deified aftcjr death.. 

Ibid. Orus,] XII. Egypt, from the Heb. i. e. Sgbt ; the fon of Ifis," 
another king of Egypt, deified after his death. He represented thi. 
fun, prefid<4 over the hours, and >»as the ^od of time. 

L. 485, Dan,] Heb. i. e. a judge \ a city on the north of Canaan.. 
At the foot of mount I^ibanus, and 104 miles from Jerufalem. It, 
was firft called Lejheni^ or Lais^ i.e. a roaring Vion^ becaufe many 
lions abounded thereabout. When the Danitcs took and.demolifh-. 
ed it, they called it Dan, \t^ niemory of theic^father, Judg. juriii. 39. 

Ibid. Bethel] Hcb. i. e. the houfe of God\ a city in the tribe of, 
Benjamin, eight miles north from Jcrufalem. At firftit was called. 
Luzy Heb. i. e. a nut-tree, becaufe many of them grew thereabout ;. 
but Jacob called it Bethel,- \n memory of, God's glorious appearance, 
to him there. Gen. xxviii. 19. 

I^. 487, Jehovah.^ It denotes the eflence of God, is the peculiar, 
2^nd an.incfiable and mod myfterious name of the Deity, and can. 
hardly be tranflated, into. any language. Ten names arp afcribed to, 
him in. the Hebrew, but this is the chief and mpft exprcfllvc of; 
his infinite nature, if it, could be expreffed. See Pfal. Ixxxiii. 18., 
A name that the Jews never pronounced, left it fhoul J be profan . 
cdj we tranflate it Lord, Hippocrates ftylcs it EuQrmo*^n} iht^ 
|reat mover of all things,. 
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From Egypt marching, equall'd with one flroke 

Both her firft-born and all her bleating gods. 

Belial came lad, than whom a fpi'rit more lewd 490 

Fell not from heaven> or more grofs to love 

Vice for itfelf :. to him no temple ftood 

Or altar fmok'd ; yet who more oft than he 

lo temples and at altars, when the pried 

Turns atheift, as did Eli's fons, who fill*d 495 

With luft and violence the houfe of God I 

In courta and palaces he alTo reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noife 

Of ri*^ot afceuds above their loftieft towers, 

And injury and outrage :. and when night 500 

Darkens the dreets, then wander forth the fons 

Of Belial, flown with infolence and wine. 

Witnefs the dreets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 

£xpo8'd a matron^ to avoid worfe rape^ 505 

Thefe were the prime in order and in might ; 
The red were long to tell, though far renown'd, 

I^ 495- EB,'] or HiR ; Hcb. i. e. ofertngy or Rftlng up ; a judge 
and high pried of Ifrael, about A. M. 2840. He was a good 
nan, but too. indulgent to his ions, Hophni and PhinehaS) which 
"was their dedni^Hon, I Samuel ii. a«, 23. He judged Ifrael forty 
years, and died fuddenly, . being ninety-eight years old, I Sam. iv. 

15, 18. 

L, 503-. Sod$m^ or Stdom\ l^ch* i. e. m plmn field \ the capital 
of (everal cities in the plains of Jordan, which God deftroyed by 
fire and brim (lone from heaven, as a jud vengeance upon their i* 
'dolatiy, liHcury, and -fuch wickednefs as the laws of God made 
to be puniflicd with the mod ignominious death, Gen. xix. 24. 
Obf. That plain was called Pentapolis, Gr. i. e. five cities^ becaui« 
tliere were Co many citits in it, viz» Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
Zeboim, and Zoar. 

li. 504, Giheab,] or Gihean; Hcb, i. e. a hill% a. metrapolitan 
city of the tribe of Benjamin, Htuated upon a mountain four 
milos from Jetufalem towards the north. • '1 he citizens were fons 
of Belial, mod abominable and >\icked wretches^ without tho 
Icaft ff :ir of God, This was the birth-place of Saul the fird king 
of Iliatl. 

i" i^K Javan.l Hcb. L e. makhii fad. Ht ^aa \3ci^ IwmcCo^ ^^ 
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Th' Ionian gods, of Javan's iffuc held 

Gods, yet confefs'd later than Haav'n and Earthy 

Their boafted parents : Titan, Heaven's Brft-born, 510^ 

With his enormous brood, and birthright feiz*d 

By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove, 

His own and Rhea's fon, like meafure found ; 

So Jove ufurping reignM : thefe firft in Crete 

And Ida known ; thence on the fnawy top 515. 

Of cold Olympus ruPd the middle air. 

Their higheil hcav'n ;* or on the Delphian cliff, 

of Japhcth, and the grandfon of Noah. He and his poftcrity 
iirft peopled that part of Greece which was called Ionia from him. 
So Alexander the Great is called the king of Javan, Dan. viii. a I. 
Sice Gen. x. 1. And the Tartars call Greece Javan from hence. 

L. 510, Titan.'] XIV. Heb. i. c. horn of the earth \ becaufe he 
^nd all theie other gods were laid to be born of heaven and earth. 
This fable (ignifies the iiin. 

L, 51a. Saturn.'] XV. Heb. i. c,.hi4\ Lat. i. e. a fower^ or- 
full of yearsy i. e. old; the moft ancient of all the heathen gods, 
the youngeft fon of heaven and earth, whom the poets made the- 
grandfather of all the gods, and father of Jupiter. In the Greek, 
Kronos, i.e. the god of time. 

h. 513. Rhea.] XVI. Gr. i. c. Jlovfing, The daughter of hei^ 
ttcn and earth, the wife and fifter of Saturn, the mother of Jupi- 
ter; (he is alia called 5jf/i;iA and i/ftf. Thii fable reprefents Eva 
and the earth, which floweth with abundance of all goods things,^ 
for the uie and comfort of mankind. 

L. 5x4, Crele,] Heb i. e. an archer \ becaafe theie people wei^ 
excellent archers. At firil it was called Curete, from the Caretes",. 
Gr. i. e. Jhorn ; becaufe they cut off all the hair of their heads %. 
they came from Paleitinc. The Greek* called it HekatomopoRs^ i. c. 
the ijland -with 100 citiei. 

L. 515. Ida,] JLat. from the Gr. \. t, a frofpeB ; bccauic upoor 
it one bad a fair view of the wnole iilknd of Crete, the adjacent 
countries and Teas. 

L. 516. Olympuui Lat. from the Gr. i. e. aU-flnning, clear ^ and, 
ferene. It is the name of iibveral mountains; but here, of that, 
between Theifaly and M^cedon, fohigh, that no clouds or dark- 
nefs appeared upon it ; and it was covered with fnow ; . therefore, it: 
IS called cold. The poets ufed it for heaven, and faid, that Jupiter 
reigned there; therefore, he is called Jkpiter Olympius.. 

L. 5x7. lielpbian,] of lielpbiy from adelphoi, Gr i. e. hrcther^ ^ 
becauie Apollo and Bacchus, both fons of Jupiter, were worihip*. 
jped there; or from Detphos, the founder of it. It was very an->- ' 
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Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Dorick land ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to th' Hefperian fie1ds> . 529 

And o'er the Celtick roam'd the utmoft ides. 

All thefe and more came flocking ; but with looks 

Down-call and damp, yet fuch wherein appear*d 

Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to* have> found their chief 

Not in dcfpair, to' have found themfelves not loft 525 

In lofs itfelF ; which on his countenance call 

Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 

Soon'recolledling, with high words, that bore 

Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais'd 

Their fainting courage, and difpell'd their fears : 530 

Then ftrait commands, that at the warlike foond 

Of trumpts loud and clarions be uprear'd 

His mighty (landard : that proud honour clattn'd 

Azazel' as his right, a Cherub tall ; 

Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurl'd ^^g 

Th' imperial enfign, which, full high advanc'd, 

Shone like a meteor dreaming to the wiud. 

With gems and golden luflre rich imblaz'd, 

Seraphick arms and trophies ; all the while 

Sonorous metal blowing martial founds ; 540 

A>t which the univerfal hoft upfent / 

mod magnificent, and richeft of all the oracles of A polk), and of 
all the other gods, 

L. 518 Dodona,"] Lat. from the Gr. i. t. founding day and night ; 
or, bccaufe it was butlc by Dodon, the ion of Javan, and grand- 
ion of Japheth, the captain of a colony which firll inhabited that 
|>sMrt of Epinis, Gen. x. 4. 

L. 520. The Adriatkkfuiy'] now the gulf of Venice or Illyria, 
^hich icparates Greece and Illyricum from Italy. Saturn paflcd o- 
Tcr it when he fled into luly, where he propagated the Phenician 
9nd Grecian idolatry, arts and fciences; for which he was enter- 
tained by Janus the king of it, and deified after his death. 

L- 534« Azazely] or Gnazauh, Heb. i. e. a goat going av/ ay y or 
Jtnt away. The fcape-goat, whidi bore all the fins of the people' 
into the wiidcrncfs, and died there, iJv. xvi. ro. A type of 
Chrift : But others take it for a denil; therefore MiltQfn ^en[ ^"i<^ 
pcrly mdkti him to be SaCaa*s (huidaid-\Kax<ii va cVvaI* 



30 PARADISE LOST. Book I, 

A (hout, that tore hell's convave, and beyond 

Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 

All in a moment through the gloom were fcen 

Ten thoufand banners rife into the air 545 

With orient colours waving : with them rofc 

A foreft huge of -fpears ; and thronging helms 

Appear'dy and ferried fhields in thick array. 

Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 

In perfcdl phalanx, to the Dorian mood 55^ 

Of flutes, and foft recorders ; fuch as rais'd 

To height of nobleft temper heroes old 

Arming io battle ; and tnftead of rage. 

Deliberate valour breathM,* firm and unmoved 

With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 555 

Nor wanting pow'r to mitigate and *fuage. 

With. folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 

Anguifh, and doubt, and fear, and forr'ow, and paio^ 

From mortal or immortal minds* Thus they 

Ereathing united force, with fixed thought 56^ 

Mov'd on in filence to foft pipes^ that charm'd 

Their painful fteps o'er the burnt foil : and now 

Advanced in view, they ftand, a horrid front 

Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guife 

Of warriors old with order'd fpear and (hicld, 565 

Awaiting what command their mighty chief 

Had to impofe. He through the armed files 

Darts his experienc'd eye, and foon travcrfe 

The whole, battalion views, their order due. 

Their vifages and ftature as of gods ; 5 yd 

Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 

Di (lends with pride, and hardening in his ftrength. 

Glories : for never fince created man, 

L. 552. Heroes.] Ltit, Gr, i. c. great tnd iilujinous men^ rcw 
nowned for their valour, wifdom, or virtuous deeds, for which they 
were deified and highly celebrated after death ; as Jafon, AchUlcJ^ 
Hercules, Sec, 
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Met fuch embodied force, as nam'd with thefe 

Could merit more than that' i'mall infantry 575 

Warr'd on by cranes ; though all the giant-brood 

Of Phlegm with th* heroick race were join'd 

That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide 

Mix'd with auxiliar gods ; and what refounds 

In. fable ot romance of Uther*s fon 580 

Begirt with Britifh and Armorick knights ; 

And all who fince, baptiz'd or infidel, 

Jouftcd in Afpramont or Montalban, 

Damafco, or Marocco, or Trebifond ; 

L. 578, Tbches ] Lat. Gr. from the Phen. i. e. £rt, or mud; bc- 
cauie it was covered with water, ihow, and dirt in the winter time. 
A famous city of Beotia in Greece, built by Cadmus, or at lead 
the citadel of it, which was called Cadmea from him. 

Ibid. Trajr.] Ifium^ Jiitttj and JUos ; Lat. from the Gr. from Ilus 
the fourth king of Troy, who enlarged it, and gave it that name. 
It IS called alfo Troj^ from Tros, the fecond king ; founded by E- 
ry^onius, about A. M. 2574. The city of IVoy in Phrygia, in 
the Lefler Afia, three miles from the ^gean lea, upon the river 
Xanthus, near mount Ida. 

Li. 580. Arthur.'] Brit. i. e. m ftrortg man. King Arthur was 
crowned, A. D. 516, and was a famous hero in old BritiHi hidory. 

JL. 581. Britijb,] of BretatH^ Heb. and Phcn. i. c. the land of tin : 
or Brit, i.c, painted; betaufe the old Phenicians dug tin out of 
Cornwall, &c. and the old firitons painted themfclves with woad, 
^c. to make thcmfeUes appear more terrible in war, as tlie Pl£ts in 
Scotland did, and the wild Americans do to this day. 

Li. 583. JotiftSy] which was a very ancient diverfion, when the 
confbatants mounted on horfeback, armed, adorned with feathers, 
and lances in their hands, run at one anothti- in full galbp, one on 
one fide, and the other on the other fide of a low rail. 

Ibid. A/pramotJ,] Lat. i. e. « reugb, rocky Mountain ; a feigned 
xiame in romances. 

Ibid. Mout/ilhan ] Lat. i. e. a -wlnte mountain. A mountain dif- 
tant twelve miles from Rome in Italy; whereon the dccifive combat 
was fought between the three HoratU on the fide of the Romans, 
and the thretf Cariatii, on that of the Albans. 

L. 584. Dama/cus.] For therein it is faid that Cain and Abel, the 
£r(l heroes, fought for life and death, Gen« iv. 8. 

Ibid. Marocco.] Heb. L e. vteft ; or Ar.ib, i. e. a government ; 
Gr. i. c. biack; becaufe it U wed from Canaan, and the people are 
black. The Romans call it Mauriiama, i. e. tbe country of the 
Mauris whom we call Moors and Blacks, 

Ibid. Trclnjcnd.] or Trdifoni\ by the OrttVs Tto^«xo^\. ^. a 
fiar-fooudpo/; bccauic it lefcmblcs tbut. 1V\c cav\Vc\ t\\ri v>'i 
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Or whom Biferta fent from Africk (horc, ^%J 

When Charlemaiti with all his peerage fell 

By Fontarabia. Thus far thcfc beyond 

Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv'd 

Their dread commander : he, above the reft 

In fhapc and gcfturc proudly eminent, 590 

Stood like a tow'r ; his form had yef not loft 

All her origi'nal brightnefs, nor appear*d 

Lefs than archangel ruin'd, and th* excefs 

Of glory' obfcurM : as when the fun new rifcn 

Looks through the horizontal mifty air 59J 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind, the moon. 

In dim eclipfe, difaftrous twilight fheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs* Darkened fo^ yet (hone 

Cappaclocia, and the feat of a Turkifli governor, n«ar the Edxine (et. 

L. 385. AfriCy] for African, fix>m Africa\ Arab. i. e. an ear tf 
yorn ; becaufe it is very fruitful in corn in the valiies ; or from Jfin^ 
kij or Ifri/kijhf an Aiabian prince. The Tartars and Indians cut 
it Magriby and Ai^rih, \. c. the ivefi, on account of its fituation in 
icfpeft to them. Its ancient names were, Olynipia, Oceana, Ef- 
chatia, Coryphe, Heiperia, Eria, Ortygia, Ammonia, Etiiiopia, 0- 
phiufa, Cephcnia, Cyrcnc, liybia. 

L. 586. Charlemnin.] Fr. i. e. Charles the Great. In the Teut. 
and Sax. it fignifies //f3ff^,y^ow/, vaRatit, A mighty hero, a valiant 
and pious prince, born A. D. 74a. He was king of France, and 
made emperor of Germany A. D, 800. Crowned at Rome by 
Pope Leo III. with the title of Cafar Auguftus, and the two-headed 
eagle, to fignify the Roman and German empire, which he poflef- 
fed in great part. 

L. 587. Ff>ntarabia,'\ Span, from theLat. i.e. a rapid ftream, A 
very ftrong fort and city on the frontiers of Spain and Bi(cay, on 
the mouth of the river Ridofla, near St. Seba(Han, and well forti- 
fied on the borders of France, which hath frequently befieged it, 
but in vain. Ohj\ This expedition and fall of Charles the Great, 
with his nobles at Fontarabia, lelated by Mr. John Turpin, is en- 
tirely fulie and fabaloiis. But poets do not regard exa^tnefs of hi- 
ftory nor clironology, provided a fi^ion may help them out, and 
pLafe their readers. 

li. 589. he above the refl, &c,^ What a noble de(cHption is 

here of Satan*s peHbn ! and how different from the common and ri* 
diadous reprefcntations of him, with horns and a tail, and cloven 
feci I and yct TaiTo hath fo dcfcribcd him, CwiVo W. 
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vc Xhtm all th^ archangel : but his Face 60a 

) fears of thunder had entrenchM, and care 

m his faded check, but nnder brows * 

lauailefs coaragey and confiderate pride 

ting revenge ; cruel his eyc> but caft 

s of remorie and paifion ib behold 605 

fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 

other once beheld in blifs), condemned 
ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Ions of fpirits for his fiMilt amerc'd 
leav'n, and from eternal fpleadours flung 610 

his revolt ; yet faithful how they ftood> 
ir glory withered : as when heaven's fire 
h (cath'd the foreft-oaks, or mountain- pines, 
\k (inged top their ftately growth, though bare^ 
ds on the blafted heath. He now prepar*d 615 
peak ; wheieat their doubled ranks they bend 
n wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
li all his peers ; attention held them mute, 
ce he aflay'd, and thrice, in fpite of fcorn, 
'8, fuch as angels weep, burft forth : at laft 620 
ds interwove with fighs found out thair way : 

myriads of immortal fpt'rita, O powers 
chiefs, but with th' Almighlty ; and that ilrife 

not inglorious, though th' event was dire, 
his place teflifies, and this dire change, 62 g 

rful to utter; but what powV of mind, 
feeing or preiaging, from the depth 
cnowlcdge pafL-or preient, could have feared, 
r fuch united force of godi, how fuch 
bood like thefe could ever know repulfe ; 6jc 

who can yet believe, though nhor lofs, 
: all thefe puiflant legions, whole exUe 
1 emptied heaVn, (hUl fail to re-afcend, 

633. ffath emftied b€0V*n.'] It is cbncrfved thit atWrdpatt 
i angcb fell wilh Satan, acoordins to Rsn iSU V "1 <^^ 
:. /. B 
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Self-raisM^ and repoflefs their native feat ? 

For me be witneCi all the hoU of heaven, 6j5 

If counfels different^ or danger (hunn'd 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 

Monarch in heaven, tHl then as one fecure> 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cuftom, and his regal ftatc 64* 

Put forth at full, bat ftill his ftrength concealed, 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall* 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our owop 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd ; our better part remains, 645 

To work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile, 

What force effedtcd not : that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof fo rife 6gh 

There went a fame in heav'n, that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the fons of heaven : 

Thither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps 6^j 

Our firft eruption, thither or el fe where : 

For this infernal pit /hall never hold 

Celeftial fpi'rits in bondage, nor th' abyfs 

Long under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 

Full counfel muft mature : peace is defpair'd, 660 

For who can think fubmiffion ? War then, war 

Open or underflood, mufl be refolv^d. 

He fpake : and to confirm his words, out fiew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim $ the fudden blaze 66 j 

** his tail drew the third part of the ftars of heaven, and raff 
** them to the earth:" and this opinion Milton hath exprefled 
in feveral places, IL 69%, I 710. VI. 136: but Satan here talks 
%ig, and ma^6e8 their number, as if theh* exUe had emptied 
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Far round illumia'd hell : highly they rag'd 
Agaioft the High'«ft> and fierce with grafped arns 
Clafti'd on their founding (hielda the din of war. 
Hurling defiance tow'ard the vault of heaven. 

There ftood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 670 

Bdch'd fire and rolling fmoke ;^ the reft entire 
Shone with a glofly fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallick ore. 
The work of fuiphur. Thither wing*d with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haften'd : as when bands 675 

Of pioneers, with fpade and pickax arm'd. 
Forerun the, royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mamnioa, the leaft ereded fpi'rit that fell 
From heav*n ; for e'en in heav'n his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 681 

The riches of heav'o's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy elfe enjoy'd 
In vifion beatifick : by him firft 

Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 685 

Ranfack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
IFor treafures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Opened into the hill a fpacious wound, 
^nd digg*d out ribs of gold. Let none admire 690 
That riches grow in hell ; that foil may beft 
Deferve the precious bane. And here let thofe 
Who boaft in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 

L.. 676. PtoneersJ] or Piotders ; Fr. a military term. I^abourers 
toing before an army, to dig up trenches, to level ways, undermine 
eaftles, Bee, 

L.. 678. Mammon,^ Phen. Carthag. from the Heb. i. e. ricbesm 
The god of plenty and wealth among the Phenidans, Hebrews, Sec. : 
the Phito of the Greeks and Romans. He is beautifully painted 
here, and bis name is repeated, to add the greater force to . the 
fenic. 

L. 681. Pavement.] Ital. Span. Lat. u Ci beattk^ ^ \jtH w,^ ^ 
jwred AH)r, a can/cway, a ground-room la ii Vm:m&« - 
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Of Babel) and the works of Memphian kings. 
Learn how their greatell monuments of fame, 69J[ 

And (Irength and art, are eafily outdone . 
By fpirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceffiint toti 
And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared, , 7^ 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire- 
Si uc'd from the lake, a fecond multitude 
With wondrous art founded the mafly ore,. 
Severing each kind, and fcummM the bullion drols : 
A third as foon had form'd within the ground 705 

A various mould, and from the boiling cells 
By ftrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook ( 
As in an organ from one blaft of wind 
To many a row of pipca the fsund-board breathes* 
Anon out of the earth a fabrick huge 710 

Ro£e like an exhalation, with the (bund 
Of dulcet fymphonies and voices fweet^ 
Built like a temple, where pilafters round 

L. 694. Mth"] Heb. k e. eonfujion ; b«caufe God there confound*- 
cd the language of thofe imt^ouft builders of that to^^rer , Oen. li. U 
10. From thence cosies labhlt^ i. e. tojp<ok npnfenfe^ or words tkat 
are not underftood by other men. 

Ibid. The walls of Babylon, and the {lyramids of Egypt near 
Memphis, are two of the feveo Wonders of the world, lalHng usd 
mighty monuments of human art. and power ; but in nothing com- 
parable to thofe of the fallen angels, as appears from their infernal 
hall in hell. - 

L. 708. Orgaiu\ Lat from the Or. i. e. tkt infirtment. A *iii>i 
fical term. A mufical inftrument ; fo called, becauie it is edeemed 
the chiefeft and principal of all mufical ioflrumcnts. 

L. 711. J^fi Hh an exhalation,'] The fudden rifing of fandeino*^ 
Kiqm is fuppofed, and with great probability, to be a hint taken 
from fomc of the moving fcenes and ipachiots invented for the (lage 
by the famous ttilgd tooes. 

L 713. Pilt^&Sf etc] One of the greateft faults of Mikon is,. 

his affeftatlon of Ihowing his learnUig and knowledge upon every 

Occafion. He could not fo much as defcfibe this (Iru^lure without 

bringing in 1 know not how many terms of architc£h]re, whicK 

it wIU tcjfveptr, fgt the &ke of vaxsf mifttH V> tx^Vwsx. PU<^. 
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Were Ctt, and Dorick pillars overlaid 

With gglden architrave 5 nor did there wai^t 715 

Cornice or freeze, with bofljr fculptures graven ; 

The roof wa» fretted jgpld. i Not Babyloo^. 

Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 

Bquali'd in all their glories, to infhrine 

Belus or Serapi» their gods, or feat 720 

Their kingSy whea Egypt with ^-fly"*!^ ftrore 

ters rounds pillars jutting out of the wall, tvere fit, and Dmck ^- 
lars^ pillars of the Dorick. order; as their raunck was to the Doriattr 
mood, 1. 550, & their architecture was of the Dorick order ; over- 
laid -untb golden architrave^ that part of a colunrn above the capital; 
nor did there want cornice, the uppcrmoft member of the entablature of 
the column, or freeze, that ^art of the entablature of columns, 
between the arcbitrarc and cornice, ^ tienominated of the Latia. 
Jfhrygio, an embroiderer, becaufe it is commonly adorned with 
iculptures in-baflb relievo, imitating embroidery ; and therefore, thfi 
poet adds, -mtbhoJIy fculptieres graven ; the roof was. fretted goid/ 
fret-work is fillets interwoven at parallel didanccs. This kind iff 
work has ufually flowers in the fpaccSf and muA glittec jnuch^ e^ie- 
dally by laotp light, as Mr. RichardToa obienres. 

JL. 717. BabjlottJ] Heb. from Bibel, i. e. confuftoa. A very noble 
and andent city in Chaidca, upon a vad plain, buih near the old* 
tower upon the Euphrates : It was founded by Nimrod before the: 
Reparation and confuHoti of languages, Ocn. x. ta. lYierefore*, 
that country is called the land of Nimrod, Nfieah v. 6.; but was 
augmented, beautified, and fortified, by Nin«,.Semtramls, Nebti- 
4lhadnezzar, &.c, ; and that is the reafon why ieveral hiAonai^ a> 
$cti\ic the foundation of k to difierent princesr It war the metro- 
^poUs of Affyria, till.Seleocia ecUpfed the.gbry of it,. and the firft 
fbitof monarchy in the world* The walla of it were fixty miles 
in drcuit, fifty cubits high, and eightyrfeven feet thick, fo that ie- 
iperal coadies might pafs upon them, nid.efteenvd one of the frrctti 
wenders of the worM. . ' 

L. 718. Grand Cairo,'] Akmro, or Ahadrera ; Arab, i. e. vt^o^ 
rums, or triumphant ; bccaufb Muazzns founded it in the aicendant 
w>f Mars^, who conquers the world. Others from AI, the^ and Ker, 
titj, i. e. the city, by way of. emmetice. Hie Frcoch call it Crand' 
€mro, i, e. the p'eat xitp 

L. 720. Helus.'] Heb. ii e. krd, Tha fan of Nimrod, die ft^ 
^eond kingi>f Babylon,. and the firft m«i that was deified aftcip- 
death He began to reign Ak M. 1^79, and -died A. Mi 19J4. 

Ibid. Serafn.'] Hcb. ^e. « frince or ox. The fame as Apis,, 
in the old Egyptian language, from Ah, Hcb. 1. e. a father : lot 
Joseph faid, I am a father to Pharaoh,. CesK zh. 8. An andcnt 
king and god io £c7Pt, thought to be)9&\^AXi fri^. 
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In wealth and liixary. The afcending pile 
Stood fix*d her ilately height ; and ftrait the doora. 
Opening their brazen folda difcover wide 
Within, her ample fpaccs, o'er the fmooth 725 

And level pavement : from' the arched roof^ 
Pendent by fubtle magick, many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflets^ fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded light 
As from a fky. The hafty multitude 73© 

Admiring entcr'd ; and the work fome praife^ 
And fome the architedl : htahand was known. 
In heav'n by many a tow'red ftrufture high. 
Where fcepter'd angels held their refidence. 
And fat as princes ; whom the fupreme King 735 

Exalted to fuch pow'r, and gave to rule, 
Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece; and in Aufoniaa land 

L. 7ai. J/J}ri0,'] H4b. i. e. hiej/id; from Aflur the iqn of Stnn 
Gen. X. li» 12. A large and fertile country in Afia, joining to 
Chaldea, Meibpotamia, Armenia, &c, where the firft grand mo- 
anarchy WAS founded, about 1 15 years aftec the 6ood, and continued 
for 1300 or 1400 years. 

1.. 729. Naphtha.] or Naptha ; Lat. 6r. from the Chald. i. c. 
.dropping ; & kind of fat, chalky,, and bituminous clay, of a dark 
colour, that takes fire fooncr than brimAone ; it will draw fire t» 
it from afar, and is not (bon quenched. Famous fprings of it ar« 
at JBaktTin Perfla; they uAt it inftead of lamp-oil in. their ficcr 
works. It yields a great revenue to the emperor of Perfia. 

Ibid. AJ^haUus.] Lat. Gr. i. c. unextinguijhahle \. a kind of fat 
burning clay, like pitchy found iu pits» and abounding near. Sodom 
and Babylon. 

L, 737. Hierarchy.'] Fr. Lat. from the Gr. i. c. a facred g9ver»* 
vient I a theological term. Here,, the moft glorious government 
cf the holy angels in Heaven. It confifts, as fome fay, of nine 
.orders^ whicji arc ^Wided into the higheft, middle, and loweO, viz. 
I. Seraphims^ Cherubims, and thrones. 2. Dominions, Prindpar 
lilies, and powers. 3. Virtues,, Archangels, and Angels. 

L. 739. Greece*] Lat. from the Gr. from Grecus, fon of Ce- 
crops, who was one of the firft kings of it. An ancient and nobl<i 
country in Europe, upon the ^eiUterrancaa aad i&gean leas, aod. 
>i^J/ ceUbcatcd in hUlorf • 
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Men call'd l»im Mulciber ; and how he fell 74Q/ 

From hcav'n, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er the cryftal battlements ; from, morn 

Ta Boon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A fummer's day ; and with the fetting fun: 

Dropt from 'the zenith like a falling ftar, 745; 

On Lemcos th' ^gean iOa: thus they relate^ 

Erring ; for he with this' rebellious rout 

Fell long before ;. nor ought avail'd him now 

To* have built in heaT*n.high tow'rs ; nor did he 'fcapc 

By all his engines, but was headlong fcnt 750 

With his induflrious crew to build in hell. 

Meanwhile the winged heralds, by command 
Of fovYeign powVj. with awful ceremony 
And trumpets found, throughout the holt proclaim 
A folemn council forthwith to be held ^SS: 

At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : t^eir fummons call'd 
From every band and fquared regiment 
3y place or choice the worthieft i they anon 

t<. 740. MuUiber.'] Lat. i; e. amtlter^ or (oft ener of Iron, Vul- 
can, Jupiter's (on and founder, and god of the fmiths. Vulcan is 
Tubat-Cain, Gen. iv. %%. : his falling from heaven is nothiof el'e. 
than the hiftory of^the fallen angels drefled up in a poetical fabk, 
which they had by long tradition from Noah, Mofes, ^c. 

la* 745. Faliingftar,] Sax. Gr. a phtloibphicai. tenn. It is a 
6ery meteor, gendered if» the air,, which appears like a fky-rocket, 
and flicth about ; but when the fulphureous (pirits of it are confum* 
ed» it falletb, Aa&ing like a real Ibr ;. therefore, the vulgar fancy it 
to be one, which is really impoiCble in nature. 

L.. 746. LtfHnQs.^ Lat. Gr. i. ^ •well fixed and abiding ; a large 
Ulacd in the Archipelago, 600 miles round, oppoHte to mount A- 
thos, dedicated to Vulcin ; becauie in his- fall, the poets fay, hot 
pitched there,, continued in it, wrought at the tnide» and matle Jn*. 
pitcr's darts. Here he had a temple, and was adored as a god» 

JL, 746. Pandemomum. J Milt, from the Gr.-L e. jill-devils-hall; 
the infernal court or palace of all the demons or devils. Okf Mil* 
ton's pregnant imagination, wit, elocMtion, and learning, in the 
coropoHtion and deibriptbn of this court, have far outdone Ovid's 
is his deicription of the palace of the fun, and of all other ancient 
poets; fo that nothipgcitant among. ihcm g^^ion^^ va^^e^ 
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With hundreds, and with thoufandsy trooping came 760. — 

Attended : aU accefs wa8 throng'd, the gates 

Add porches wide, but chief the fpacious hall 

(Though h'ke a covered field, where champions bold 

Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's chair 

Defy'd the beft. of Panim chivalry 765 

To mortal combat, or career with lance )^; 

Thick fwarm*d, both on the ground and in the air 

Brufli'd with the hifs of ruiling wings. As bees 

In fpring-time, when the fun with Taurus rides. 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 774" 

In clullers ;. they among frefh dews and flowers 

Fly to and fro, or on the fmoothed plank. 

The fuburb of their ftraw -built citadel. 

New rubb*d with balm, expatiate, and confer 

Their (late-affairs. So thick the airy croud 775"; 

Swarnv'd, and were ftraiten'd ;. till the fignal given, 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who leem'd 

In bignefs to furpafs earth's giant fon!^, 

Now Icfs than.fmalleft dwarfs, in narrow room 

Throng numberlefs^ like that pygmean race 7^^ 

Beyond the Indian. mount';, or fairy elves, 

L. 77S. Giants.'] Ltt; Gr. i. e. €arfh4^Jt; beoavft the poetic 
feigned they were the ioM of Titan and the earth after tkie deldge, 
who made war with the gods. Men of extraordinary (hture. TlUt 
there were fuch before the lidod, ^nd (ince, is evident, from Gen., 
VI. 4. Numb. xiii. 33. Deut. iii. 11. 

L. 779. Divoffi,] Sax. Dut. Tent. i. e. crooked^ hmchtir per- 
fons of a mod low (hture, little and fmall people. Such are tii«c 
'Laplanders, and ibme tittle men and women in aH places. 

L. 7S0. P;^w«] Gr. from the Hcb. gimed; i. e,.a cuhitf or*- 
ftbn 0/ the band; becauie they did not exceed a cubit, or a foot 
and half at moft in height. A little people^ faid to' live on th» 
mountains of ladla or Africa, who had children at fire years of 
age, died about e%hl, and hid them(elves in caves for fear of the. 
cranes, which fwatiowed them^ np whole ; they had. every thing ini 
proportion to their ftatore and length of days. 

L. 781. FMry €tv€5.] From eJfi Sax. O. Eng;. MgehRns, miA- 
xliievoiis and fantaiVicai fpirits, haantiog th« woods aqd deiblAto: 
plates i, 9f wkomeU vdomen tcil (Iran^c CihUB. 
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; midnight revels by 9 foreft fide 

mtain focne belated peafant feesy 

rams he fees ; while over -head the moon 

bitrefs, and nearer to the earth 785 

8 her pale courfe i ^they on their mirth and dance 

» with jocund rouilck charm his ear ; 

ce with joy and f^ar his heart rebounds. 

incorporeal fpi'rits to fmalleft forms 

'd their (hapes immeofc> and were at largCj 7^^. 

;h without number ftilU amidfl the hall 

It infernal court. But far within^ 

a their own dimenfions like themfelvesy. 

reat Seraphick lords and Cherubim 

fe recefs ^^d fecret conclave ht^ 795 

ufand demi^gods on golden feata, 

;nt and full. After ihort fi|ence then^ 

ummons read» the great confult. began*. 

hS. Demt-^odsJ] Sax. Lat. fnuineSf q. fetm-kmlneSf i. e.. 
If or inferior gods amoo^ the konnatis^ i. e. kalf-pdsK 
lie dvefs CRT capuins amoa^ tba fal|eq aii|eU> met III tma in- 
>uiKiK. 

'. ThU b<M>k eontains mot« of the iTebrtw, Arabick, Phe» 
and «chcr oriental languages s. more antiqaityt hiibry, 
vine anil httman* mythology, or fables <tl the po«U; more 
geography, &c» than any of the following books; although 
le poem is filled with more kamiAg of every fort than is 
id in any one volume extant, in the mod fiiblime, elegant,. 
(ne£ted, and fbert compais. The charaAers and fpeeches 
levils are wonderful and aOoni(hing> mod proper and ma«. 
but his defqription.of the Pandemonium tranfcends ail hjiT 
rning.. 
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The ARGUMENT of Book II. 

THE confultation hegun^ Satan debates *mhtther anotBe^^ 
battle he to he hazarded for the recovery of heaven £ 
fome advife ity others dijfuade. A third propofal u 
preferred^ mentioned before by Satan, to fearch the 
truth of that prophecy or tradition in heaven concert^^ 
ing another ntforldy and another kind of creature ^ equalf 
#r not much inferior to themfelvesf about this time ti> 
be created: Their doubt ^ho fhaU he fent on this diffi^ 
ctdt fearch : Satan their chief undertakes alone the voyr 
age, it honoured' and applauded. The council thus end^ 
edf the r^ betake them feveral ways^ and to feveral 
employments f as their inclinations lead them^ t6 enter^ 
tain the time till Satan return. He paffss on hisjour^ 
ney to hell-gatejy finds themfhut^ and nahofat there to 
guard them^ by nahom at length they xtre opened^ and 
difcover to him the great gulf bettsjcen hell and heaven /• 
n»ith 'vjhat difficulty he paffes through^ direfiedhy Chaos ^ 
' the Po*wer of thatplace, to Height (f this nenu naorli^ 
nufhich he fought* 
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BOOK II. 



" T T IGH on a throne of royal flate, vrhichfat* 

A- Jl Outfhone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 

O «" where the gorgeous Eaft with richeft haad 

Sl:xow'rs on her kings barbarick pearl and gold^ 

Satan exalted fat, by merit rais'd 5 

^*^ta that bad eminence ; and from defpair 

*^fcus high uplifted beyond Hope, afpires 

"«yond thus high ; infatiate to purfue 

^^«tin war with hearen, and, by fuccefs untaughti 

*^ii proud imaginations thus difp1ay*d : lo 

X. %, Ormas,'] Ormuz, or "Hormus; from Annuza, a town of 
^annanica in Pcrfia, near it ; Perf. i. c. crafty. It was firft called 
V ^^pj, then Gtru. A rocky ifland in the mouth of the Pcrfian 
\ ^Tf, i» miles from the neareft Ihorc of Pcrfia, 15 miles round, 
\ Y producing notliing but fome wood and ialt, and hath not a drop of 
\ y tre(h water in it. It was formerly a kingdom, and had a large ter- 
1 f ritory in Kirman. The Portugucfc took it, A. D, 1501, built a 
f I (hong city and caftle upon it < then it became the glory of iflands, 
' I and one of the richeft upon earth, from their vaft traffick with In- 
• I dia, Perfia, Arabia, &c. 
[ Ibid. India, ■. from the great river Indus, called Scind, by the 
; natives, Tartars, and others, which divides it from Pcrfia on the 
weft ; or from Hadoran, the fifth fon of Joktan, who firft peopled 
It, Gen. X. a;; therefore in fcripture it is called Hodu^ Hayilah, 
t and Chus, 1. e. leatxtiful and -worthy of prm/e ; becaufe it is an 
f exceeding fine, rich country: by the Arabs, Hyttd\ by the na- 
■ tives, Perfians, &c. Hindoftan ; i. e. the cottntry of the blacks, or 
Jwarthy people ; but by us, the empire of the Great Mogul, and the 
Eafi Ihdicu It is the largcft (except China) and the richeft em- 
pire upon earth, about 1680 miles in length, and 169O miles in 
bftadth. It lies between China on the eaft, and Pcrfia to the weft, 
and upon the Indian ocean, sad contains thirty-fcvcn kin^doms^ 
^ befidcs innumerable iilands. 
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PowV8 and Dominionst Deities of hearea $ 
For fiBce bo d^ep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though opprefs'd and hWtif 
I give not hcav*n for loft> From thu defcent 
Celeftial virtues rifing, will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall, 
And trufl: themfelves to fear no fecoad fate. 
Me though juft rightt and the fix*d laws of heav*n 
Did firtk create your leader ; next^ free choice $ 
With what befidesy in council or in fight. 
Hath been achieved of merit $ yet this lofs 
Thus far at leaft recover*d, hath mudi more 
£{labliOi*d in a fafe unenvied throne. 
Yielded with full confent* The happier ftate 
In heav'n, which follows dignity^ might; draw 
Envy firom each inferior : but who here 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 
Foremofl to (land againfl the thundVer's aim. 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft fhare 
Of endlefs pain ? Where there is then no good 
Fof* which to ftrive, f|o flrife can grow up there 
From fa^ion : for none fure will claim in hell 
Precedence 9 none whofe portion is fo fmall 
Of prefent pain, that w'ith ambitious mind 
Will covet more« With this advantage then 
To union, and £rm faith, and Htm accord. 
Mere than can be in heav'n, we now return 
To claim our juft inheritance of old, 
Surer to profpcr than profperity 
Could have affur'd us ; and by what befl ws^y, 
Whether of open war or covert guile. 
We BOW debate : who can advife, may fpeak. 

H« ceas*d ; and next him Moloch, fcepter*d kinj 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft fpirit 
That fought in heav'n, now fiercer by defpair i 
Hh trufl was with th* Eternal to be deemed 
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in ftrength ; and rather than be lefs, 
aot to be at all ; with that care loft 
all his fear : of God, or hell, or worfc, 
;k'd not ; and thefe words thereafter fpake : 50 
fentence is-for open war : of wiles, 
inexpert, I boaft not : theni let thofe 
ve who need, or when they need, not now. 
hile they fit contriving, (hall the reft, 
IS that ftand in arms, and longing wait 57 

gnal to afcend, fit ling'ring here 
n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
t this dark opprobrious den of (hame, 
rifon of his tyranny who reigns 
r delay ? No, let us rather choofe, 60 

I with hell- flames and fury, all at once 
eav'n's high towr's to force refiftlefs wayi 
ng our tortures into horrid arms 
ft the torturer ; when to meet the noifc 
almighty engine he (hall hear 65 

al thunder ; and for lightning, fee 
fire and horror ftiot with equal rage 
g his angels, and his throne itfelf 
with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire, 
vn invented torments, fiut perhaps 70 

ay feems difficult and fteep to fcale 
upright wing againft a higher foe. 
ch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 
It forgetful lake benumb not ftill, 
n our proper motion we afcend yj 

our native feat : defcent and fall 
is adverfe. Who but felt of late, 
the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
ng, and purfu'd us through the deep, 
what compulfion and laborious flight 80' 

mk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafy then ; 
rent 18 feared ; /hould we again pxoNoV^ 
/. I 
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Our ftronger, forac worfe way^his wrath may fin< 

To our deftru6lion ; if there be in hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd. What can be worfe 

Than to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, condeir 

In this abhorred deep to utter wo ; 

Where pain of unextinguifhable fire 

Muft exercife us without hope of end, 

The vaffals of his anger, when the fcourgc 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour 

Calls us to penance^? More dcftroy'd than thus, 

We (hould be quite abolifh'd, and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the height enrag'd, 

Will either quite confuine us, and reduce 

To nothing this effential ; happier far, 

Than miferable to have eternal being : 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft 

On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our pow'r fufficient to diilurb his heaven. 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inaccejQible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not vidory, is yet revenge. 

He ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Defpe'ratc revenge, and battle dangerous 
To lefs than gods. On the other fide uprofe 
Belial, in adl more graceful and humane : 
A fairer perfon loft not heav'n ; he feem'd 
For dignity composed, and high exploit : 
But all was falfe and hollow ; though his tongue 
Bropt manna^ and could make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matureft counfels : for his thoughts were low ; 
To vice induftrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and flothful : yet he pleasM the ear. 
And with perfuafivc accent A\iu^\its^^* 
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t 

1 fhould J)e much for open war, O peers. 
As not behind in hate ; if what was org*d 1 20 

.;, Main reafon to perfuade immediate war, 
m'; Did not diffuade me mbit, and feexp to caft 
* Ominous conjefture on the whole fucccfs ; 
\ When he who mod excels in fadl o^arms, ' 
In what he counfels, and in what excels, 1 25 

Miilruftful, grounds his courage on defpair. 
And utter diHolution as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. 
Krft, what revenge ? The tow'rs of heav'n arc fiU'd 
With armed watch, that render all accefs 130 

Impregnable : oft on the bordering deep 
Incamp their legions ; or, with obfcure wing. 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning furprife. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell fhould rife 135 

With blacked infurredlion, to confound 
Hcav*n'8 pure^ light ; yet our great enemy. 
All incorruptible, wouli on his throne 
Stt unpolluted^; and th* ethereal mould. 
Incapable of (lain, would foon expel 14^ 

Her mifchief, and purge off the bafer fire, 
Vidlorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Ib flat defpair : we muft cxafperate 
Th* almighty vi6lor to fpend all his rage, 
And that mufiend us ; that fhuft be our cure, 145 

1*0 be no more. Sad cure ! for who would lofe, 
Though full of pain, this inteliedual being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity. 
To perifh rather, fwallowed up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, i^%> 

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? And who knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can, 
Is doubtful ; that he oeveir will| is {u\e%. 
Fa 
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Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, ' 155 

Belike through impo^tence, or unaware, 

To give his enemies their wifh, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 

To punifti endlefs ? Wherefore ceafe we then ? 

Say they who counfcl war ; we are decreed, L^O*, 

lleferv'd, and deftin*d to eternal wo ; 

Whatever doing, what can we fufFcr mor^, » 

What can we fuffer worfe ? Is this then worft, | ^ 

Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms ?. 1 

What, when we fled amain, purfu*d and ftruck ijSg; I 

With heav'n'ft afBi6iing thunder, and befought ^_ 

The deep to (helter us ? this hell then feem'd 

A refuge from thofc wounds : or when we lay 

Chain'd on the burning lake ? that furc waa worfe. 

What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 170. 

AwakM, (hould blow them into fev*nfold rage, 

And plunge us in the flames ? or, from above, 

Should intermitted vengeance arm again 

His red right hand to plague us I what if all 

Her (lores were open*d, and this firmament tyf 

OF hell fliould fpout her cataracts of fire, 

Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 

One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps 

Defigning or exhorting glorious war, 

Caught in a fiery temped (hall be hurFd l■8•^ 

Each on his rock transfix'd, the fport and prey 

L. 176. Catara^sJ] ItaL Span, Fr. Lat. from the Gr. i. e. ftl*, 
I'l.ig down with force, rjtjbing viokntJy do-wnwardi ; water-falls in 
rivers from high rocks, as thofe of the Danube and Kile, whlch- 
makc the inhabitants deaf for three leagues, through the hideout 
r.oifc of their fall. Many fuch arc in the great river Tomea in. 
I.apland, and in qjoft rivers that defcend from high rocky mono- 
tains ; but the cataraft of Niagara near New-York, in North Ame- 
rica, is the greateft in the world, being heard above thirty mile* ofl^ 
for the fall of it is fevcral hundred feet deep. Mr.' CockLum law- 
ont in South America 600 feet high, and heard the noife oT' 

days before they came too it, Jouymh^ p» ^^^^ "Rw^xVv^^ 

IjcULvt let ou.t upon the fallen anscU, 



.y miicft uDy 

ckbum law- 

b oWt tJTO, J 



Bpokll. PARADISE LOST. 49^ 

Of wracking whirlwinds ; or for ever funk 

Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 

There to converfe with everlafting groans, ' 

Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, i8j 

Ages of hopelefs end ? this' would be worfe. 

War therefore, open or conceal'd, alike 

My voice diiTuades ; for what can force or guile 

With hin), or who deceive his mind, whofc eye 

Views all things at one view ? he from hcav'n's height 

^11 thefe our motions vain fees, and derides ; 191 

Not more almighty to refift our might. 

Than wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heaven 

Thus trampled, thus cxpellM, to fuffer here igf 

Chains and thefe torments ? Better thefe than worfe, 

By my advice ; fince fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, 

The victor's will. To fuffer, as to do, 

Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjuft 200' 

That fo ordains : this was at firft refolv'd,- 

If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 

Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall.. . 

I laugh, when, thofe who at the fpear are bold 

And venturous, if that fail them, (brink, and fear, 20$ 

What yet they know muft follow, to endure 

Exile, or ignominy*, or bonds, or pain, 

The fentence of their conqu'ror :• this is now 

Our doom ; which if we can fuftain and bear. 

Our fuprensTc foe iu time may much remit z.i6> 

His anger ; and perhaps thus far remov'd,» 

Not mind us not offending, fati^fy'd 

With what is punifh'd : whence thefe-rargihg fires 

Will flacken, if his breath (lir not their flames. 

Our purer effence then will overcome 2\^ 

Their noxious vapour ; or inur'd, not feel ; 

Qc changed at length, and to the place conformed. 



fo^ FARADISE LOST. Bi>d 

In temper, and in nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 
This horror will grow mild, this darknefs light ;. 
Befides what hope the never-ending flight 
Of future days may bring, what chance, what chat 
"Worth waiting ;. fince our prefent lot appears 
For happy, though but ill ; for ill, not worft ; 
If we procure not to ourfelves mor« wo. 

Thus Belial with words cloth'd in reafon*8 garb 
Counfeird ignoble eafe, and peaceful floth, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake :. 

Either to difinthrone the King of heaven. 
We war, if war be beft, or to regain 
Our own right loft : him to unthrone we thea- 
May hope, when everlafting Fate (hall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife : 
The former vain to hope, argues as yain^ 
The latter : for what place can be for us 
' Within heav'n's bound, unlefe heav'n's Lord'fuprer 
We overpow'r ? Suppofe he fhould relent. 
And publifh grace to all, on promife made 
Of new fubjeftion ; with what eyes could wc 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 
Stridl laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his godhead fir>g> 
Forc'd Halleluiahs ; while he lordly fits. 
Our envied fov*reign, and his altar breathes 
Ambrofial odours and ambrofial flowers. 
Our fervile offerings ?. This muft be our ta/k 
In heaven, this our delight ; how wearifome 

L. 443, HallekMkttI from Hallelujah, Hcb. i, c. Prdfe yi 
Lord. Songs of praifc to God ; rather an invitation to do (o. 
-word is much ufcd in the Pfalms, and other books of the Old 
New Tcftament, in the Jcwilh, Grecian, and other liturgies, 
the incefl&nt cxercifo of angels of the prefence, and will be th 
all the redeemed for ever and ever in.hca.vcn. Set Rev, xix. i* 
<gfce2M \wteit ii/^4**. 
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Eternity fo fpcnt in worfhip paid 

To whom we hate ! Let us not then purfuc. 

By force impoffible, by leave obtained, 350* 

Unacceptablt, though in heav'n, our ftatc 

Of fplcndid vaffalage ; but rather Ctek 

Our own good from ourfelves, and from our own 

i-.ive to ourfelves, though in this vaft recefs, 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring 2535 

Hard liberty before the eafy yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Qnr grealncfa will appear 

Thtn moll confpicuous, when great things of fmall, 

Ufeful of hurtful, profpe'rous of adverfe 

We can create ; and in what place foe'er 26b 

Thrive under ev'il, and work eafe out of pain. 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

or darknefs do we dread ? How oft amidft 

Thick clouds and dark doth heav'n's all ruling Sire 

Choofe to refide, his glory unobfcur'd, 26< 

And with the majefty of darknefs round 

Covers his throne ; fro^ whence deep thundcrB roar 

Muft'ring their rage, and heav'n refcmbles hell ? 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? This dcfert foil 270 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold : 

Nor want we &1II or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence ; and what can heav'n /how more ? 

Our torments alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements ;. thefe piercing fires 2"? 

As foft as now fevere, our temper chang'd 

Into their temper ; which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfels, and the fettled flafe 

Of order, how in fafety bett we may 28© 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are, and where ; difmiffing quite 

AU thoughts of war^ Yc have what. \, ^\\i'?u 
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He fcarce had finifli^dy whch fuch murmur fillM 
Th' afleroblyy as when hollow rocks retain . 285 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the fea, now with hoarfe cadence lulf 
Seafaring men o'erwatch'd, whofe bark by chancet 
Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 
After the temped : fuch applaufe was heard . .290 

As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleas'dy 
Advifing peace : for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfe than hell : (o much the fear 
Of thunder and the fword of Michael 
Wrought dill within them ; and no lefs defire 295 

To found this nether empire, which might rife, 
By policy, and long procef* of time. 
In emulation oppofite to heaven. 
Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd, than whom, 
Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 300 

Afpe6i he rofe, and in his rifing feem'd 
A pill'ar of date 5 deep on his front engraven 
Deliberation fat, and publick care ; 
And princely counfel in his face yet dione, 
Majedick though in ruin : fage he dood. 305 

With Atlantiean dioulders fit to bear 
The weight of migbtied monarchies ; his look 
Drew audience and attention dill as night. 
Or fummer's noon-tide air, while thus he fpake : 

Thrones, and imperial powers, offspring of heaven,. 
Ethereal virtues ; or thefe titles now ^ip 

L. ^94. MichaeK] Lat. Gr. from the Hcb. u e. Who it Rk& 
God ? One of the archangels frequently mentioned in holy fcrip- 
ture, for his good fervices to the church ; the guardian angel of the 
Tews, Dan. x. 13. and Chri(Han church, Jude, ver. 9. Rev. xii. 7. 

L. 306. Atlas.] Lat. Gr. i. e. a fupporter, A mountain of' 
Mauritania in Africa, fo high tliat the top of it reached the. douds.;:. 
and the poets faid, that it fupported the heavens. 

1.. 310. Throncs.'\ Fr. Ital.'Span. Teut I.at. Gr. i. c; tttfit ; thtt'r 
third order of holy angels, fuch as have royal feats and dignities a-*- 
bov© others; the>' arc alfo called chief princes, Dan. x. 13. 

L^ 31 L, Virtuss.} Ir. Lat.. The feveatK order of the holy axu^ 
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Muft we renounce^ and, changing flyle, be caird 

Princes of hell ? for fo the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue', and build up here 

A growing empire ; doubtlefs, while we dream, 315 

And know not that the King of heav'n hath doom'd 

This place our dungeon ; not our fafe retreat 

Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 

From heav'n's high jurifdidlion, in new league 

Banded againft his throne; but to remain 320 

In flridle^ bondage, though thus far removed* 

Under th* inevitable curb, referv'd 

His captive multitude : for he, be Aire, 

In height or depth, dill firft and lafl will reign 

Sole King, and of his kingdom lofe' no part 32^ 

By our revolt ; but over hell extend 

His empire, and with iron fceptre rule 

Us here, as with his golden thofe in heaven. 

What (it we then projeding peace and war ? 

War hath determined us, and foil'd with lofs 330 

Irreparable ; termjs of peace yet none 

VouchfaPd or fought ; for what peace will be given 

To us inflav'd, but caftody fevere. 

And flripes, and arbitrary punifhment 

Inflided ? and what peace can we return, . 335 

But, to our pow'r, hoftility and hate, 

Untam'd relu^ance, and revenge, though ilowy 

Yet ever plotting how the conquVor leaft 

May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice 

In doing, what we moft in fuffering feel ? ' 540 

Nor will occafion want, nor (hall we need 

With dange'rous expedition to invade 

Heav*n, whofe high walls fear no aiiault or fiege, 

gels, fuch as have an excellent valour and might to execute the de- 
crees and orders of God upon earth, and in the other worlds. 
Here, fnch chiefs among the devils who had that royal digmty coa<j. 
jfoTcd upon them at their creaUon, bvx. Voft \tV>>} V«v» 
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Or ambufh from the deep. What if we iind 

Some eafier enterprife ? There is a place, 34^ 

(If ancient and prophetick fame in heaven - 

Err not), another world, the happy feat 

Of fome new race call'd Man, about this time ^ 

To be created h'ke to us, though Icfs 

In pow'r and excellence, but favour'd more 354 

Of him who rules above ; fo was his will 

Pronounc'd among the gods, and by an oath, 

That (hook heav'n's whole circumference, confirmed. 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mould 35, 

Or fubftance, how endowM, and what their powcr» 

And where their w|iknefs, how attempted beft. 

By forc« or fubtlety. Though beav'n be (hut,. 

And heav'n's high arbitrator fit fecure 

In his own ftrength, this place may ly expos'd, 3^ 

The utmoft border of his kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

Some advantageous a6i may be achieved 

By fudden onfet, either with hell-fire 

To wafte his whole creation ; or po(refs 36 

All as our own, and drive, as we were driv'n, 

The puny habitants ; or if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolifh his own works. This would furpafs 37 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confufion, and our joy upraife 

In his difturbance ; when his darling fons, 

L. 344.] Amhifeade* Fr. 1^1. Span, from the Or. i. e. fy-ng , 
hout the bujh or vtooi'^ a mtlitary term ; a body of men hid in 
wood, ready to rufh out. upon an enemy unawares. I'his (b-at 
gem in war was firft dire£led by God himfelf ; fee Jofiwa viii. %. 

L. 367. Puny,'] Fr. Lat. i, e. horn after others ; little, mcaj 
infirm, younger. HcA man is fo called by Beel-zcbub, in coi 
tcxnpt and dcri(ion, becaufe man was created after ti\e angels^ 
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Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, (hall curfc 
Their frail original, and faded blifs, 9*j^ 

Faded fo fogn. Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darknefs here 
Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilifh counfel, firft devis'd 
' By Satan, and in part proposed : for whence, 38© 

But from the author of all ill, could fpring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
©f mankind in one root, and earth with hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creator ? But their fpite ft ill fcrves 385 

His glory to augment. The bold defign 
PleasM highly thofe infernal ftates, and joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes ; with full alfe^it 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews : 

Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of gods, and, like to what ye are, 
Great things refolv'd, which from the loweft deep 
Will once more lift us up, in fpite of fate. 
Nearer our ancient feat ; perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence, with nlirighb'ring arms 
And opportune excurfion, we may chance 396 

Ke-enter heav'n ; or elfe in fome itiild zone 
Dwelt not unvifited of heav*n's fair light. 
Secure, and at the brightening orient beam 
Purge off this gloom ; the foft delicious air, 400 

To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom fliall we fend 
In fearch-of this new world ? whom (hall we find 
Sufficient ? who (hall 'tempt with wand'ring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyfa, ^.05 

Ja, 397. Zdne,'] Lat. Gr. i. e. a hit or girdle ; bccanfc it girds 
tbe world. An aftronom. term. AftronoiiM^s divide the heavens 
into five zones ; one is extreme hot, between tVvt Vwo \.ta^\^^\ 
two are temperate, between the twa ttopicks w\^ \.Vt y\^c «sxOies.\ 
and two are CKtrt:mc Qold, between ths t>wo v^\ax cviOits "axw^i-^^ 
two poks. 
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And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his airy flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy ifle ? What ftrength, what art can thci 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the ftridl fenterics and ftations thick 
Of angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circunifpe6lion, and we now no lefs 
Choice in our fuffrage ; for on whom we fend^ 
The weight of all and our laft hope relies. 

This faid, he fat ; and expedation held 
tlis look fufpenfe, awaiting who appeared 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all fat mute, 
Fond'ring the danger with deep thoughts ; and es 
In others countenance read his own difmay, 
Aftonifh'd, None among the choice and prime 
Of thofe heav'n- warring champions could be fount 
So hardy, as to proffer, or accept 
Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at lad 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory raised 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmov'd thus fpal^e : 

O progeny of heav'n, empyreal thrones, 
With reafon hath deep filence and demur 
Seiz'd us, though undifmay'd : long is the way 
And hardy that out of hell leads up to light ; 
Our prifon ftrong ; this huge convex of fire. 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 
Ninefold ; and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us, prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pafs'd, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneflcntial night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 
Threatens him, plungM in that abortive gulf. 
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i. > 

. If thence he fcapc into whatever world, 
I Or unknown region, what remains him lefs 
[ TbiQ unknown dangers, and as hard efcape ? 
j Bat I (hould ill become this throne, O peers, 44^ 

•And this imperial foVreignty, adorn*d 
With fplendour, arm*d with pow'r, if ought proposed 
■And judgM of publick moment, in the fhape 
Of difficulty' or danger, could deter 
Wc from attempting. Wherefore do' I aflume 450 
•'^efe royalties, and not refufe to reign, 
'^^ftiiing to accept as great a (hare 
^^ hazard as of honour, due alike 
*** him who reigns, and fo much to him due 
0[ hazard more, as he above the reft 4^^ 

^*Sh honoured fits ? Go therefore, mighty powers. 
Terror of heav'n, though fall*n ; intend at home, 
While here (hall be our home, what bcft may eafe 
Th« prefent mifery, and render hell 
More toleriable ; if there be cure, or charm, 460 

To refpite, or dccjcive, or flack the pain 
or this ill manfion : intermit no watch 
Agalnft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coafts of dark deftruftion feck 
Deliverance for us all : this cnterprize 465 

None (hall partake with me. Thus faying rofc - 
The monarch, and prevented all reply ; 
Prudent, left, from his refolution raisM, 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refus'd) what erft they fearM ; 470 

And fo refus'd, might in opinion iUnd 
His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute, 
Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But they 
Dreaded not more th' adventure, than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe : 47^ 
Their rifing all at once was aa the found 
Of thunder heard remote. ToVatd% Vim xVt^ \i<ivi\ 
Vol, I. G 
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With awful reverence prone ; and as a god 

Extol him equal to the High'eft in heaven ; 

Nor fail'd they to cxprefs how much they praia'd, 480 

That for the general fafety he defpis'd 

His own : for neither do the fpirits damn'd 

Lofe all their virtue ; left bad men (hould boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory' excites. 

Or clofe ambition varniHi'd o'er with zeaU 485 

Thus they their doubtful confultatio'ns dark 

Kndedy rejoicing in their matchlefs chief : 

As when from mountain -tops the dufky clouds 

Afccnding, while the north* wind deeps, o'erfpread 

Heav'n's chearful face, the louring clement 490 

Scowls o'er the darken*d landikip fnow, or ihowcr ; 

If chance the radiant fun with farewel fweet 

Extend his evening-beam, the fields revive, 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings. ^g^ 

O (hame to men ! devil with devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds, men only difagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace : and God proclaiming peace. 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and ftrife, jco 

Among thcmfelves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wafting the earth, each other to deilroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not helli/h foes enow befides. 

That, day and night, for his dcftrudlion wait. roc 

The Stygian council thus diffolv'd ; and forth 
In order came the grjftid infernal peers : 
'Midft came their mighty paramount, and feem'd 
Alone th' antagonift of heav'n, nor lefs 
Than hell's dread imperot-, with pomp fupremc, 5 ro 
And God- like imitated ftate ; him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd. 
With bright imblazonry and hoirtut ^xtav 
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Then of their (effion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great rcfult ; 515 

Towards the four winds four fpecdy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy, 
By heralds voice explained ; the hollow' abyfj 
lEieard far and wide, and all the hoit of hell 
"With deaf'ning (hout returned them loud acclaim. 520 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat rais'd 
By falfe prefumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
IDifband, and wand'rrng, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leads him perplex*d, where he may Hkelieft find 525 
IVuce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great chief return, 
Pirt on the plain, or in the air fublime, 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend. 
As at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields ; 530 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or (hun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
WagJ'd in the troubled flcy, and armies ru(h 
To battle in the clouds, before each van 535 

Prick forth the airy knights, and couch their fpcars 
Till thickeft legione clofe ; with feats of arras 
From cither end of heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others, with vafTTyphoean rage more fell. 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 

L. S30. Olyynpian^'] of Olympus, The Olympick games of 
Greece "were indituted by Hercules, and celebrated near the city O- 
lympia in Peloponneius, in honour of Jupiter -Olympus's ftither. 
on the fecond month after the fourth year, every fifth year, or c- 
voy 6ftieth year, monthly, for fire days together ; becauie the 
Da^tiii were fire brothers, who iettled in EUs, and iclHtuted the 
fbfenraity. In thefc the valiant youths exerci&d ihemfeives at 
mnning, whirlbating, quoiting. Jumping, and wreftliog, for high 
rewards : but women were not fuflfcred to be at them. 

Ibid. Pythian,] of Python^ Heb. Petbetiy i. e. an afp, or cockg^. 
trice, Gr. i. e. corruption. Thefe games were inftlxuticd in. hotvcv 
afApcfJlo, who (hot a huge ferpcnt caVLed Pytbcn, ' 
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lu whirlwind ; hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 

As when Alcid<8, from OccUalia crown'd 

With conquclt, felt th' invcnom'd robe, and tore 

Through pain up by the roots Thcflaiian piocs ; 

And Lichas from the tgp of Oeta threw 54J 

Into th' Euhcick fca. Others more mild* 

Retreated in a fileot valley, fing 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroick deeds and haplefs fall 

By doom of battle ; and complain that fate 55Q 

Free virtue fhould inthral to force or chance. 

Their fong was partial ; but the harnDony 

(What could it lefs when fpi'rits immortal fing ?) 

Sufpended hell, and took with ravifliment 

The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet, ^^$ 

(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fcnfe), 

Others apart fat on a hill reiir'd, 

In thoughts more elevate, and rcafon'd high _ 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate ; 

Fix'd fate, free will, foieknowledge abfolute ; ^60 

I.. 542. Hercuiesy'] the fon of Jupiter an<l Alcmena, and grand- 
fun of Alceus. After many mighty deeds, called hi^ twelve la* 
boiirs, he ran mad, by putting on a poilbncd vcf^, ftaincd with 
the blood of Nefliis the centaur, vihom he had killed with a poi- 
foned arrow, for a foul affront offered to his wife : Keffus in re- 
venge pcrfuadcd her to put it upon Hercules, as an antidote to 
the love of other women : when he put it on he raa mad, burnt 
bimfelf to death, and was afterwards deified. 

L. 544. Th(iTii.'y.] L^t. Gr. i. e. fituotcd upon thefc,a\ or from 
Thcjfalust one of the ancient kings; Pclufgia, ^\\c\\ the Pdafgi 
fettled there. 

L. 545. Uchai.'] Lat. Gr. i. e. a man of Lychia\ i. e. a fi^" 
ture ; bccaufe it was the country of the giants, men of a large (la- 
ture. 

Ibid. Oeta.'] Lat. from the Gr, i. e. dcJhuj^':on ; from Octus, 
a giant, who dwelt on it, and deHroyed all before him ; a very 
high mountain, dividing Iheflaly from Macedonia, whereon 
Hercules burnt hinifelf to death ? Hence the poets call him Oeteuiy 
and from which he threw Lichas into the fee, though many niiUs 
4iflar)t from it ; now fiaouia. Near it are the famous ftraits, calU 
cd TbetmofyU^ twenty-five feet brpad. 
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And found no end, in wand'ring mazes loft. 
Of good and evil much they argu'd then, 
Of happinefs and final mifery, 
Paffion and apathy, and glory' and fhame ; 
Vain wifdom all, and falfe philofophy : 55c 

Yet, with a pleafing forcery, could charm 
"Pain for a while, or anguiih, and excit? 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breaft 
With ftubborn patience, as with triple fteel. 
iVnother part, in fquadrons and grofs bands, 570 

On bold adventure to difcovcr wide 
*17hat difroal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the bank» 
-Of four iiifemal rivers, that difgorge 575 

Into the burning lake their baleful dreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 
Sad Adleron, of forrow, black and deep ; . 
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful ftream ; fierce Phlegethon, t;8ci 
■"Whofc waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far ofiF from thefe, a flow and filcnt ftream, 
j!«ethe,the river of oblivion, rolls 

t. 577, Stjx.] I. Lat. Gr. i. e. hatredy Md horror. The ports; 
feigned four rivers in bell, to which they gave names from fuch 
Jforrible, poifbnous, and deadly fprings as were known to them, to fet 
fbrth the dreadfulnefs of future torments. They iay. this river ran. 
' nine times round hell. 

L. 578. Acberottf] or Achetus, II. Lat. Gr, i. e. fad, forrow^ 
Jul and comfortlefsy Heb. i. e. outmoji, 'A poiibnoiis fpring in Pclo-- 
ponneius. This fable.implics death, the king of terrors. 

L.. 579. Coccus.'] III. Lat. Gr. i. e. lanitntation, weeping ; for- 
it is faid to have fweiled with the tears of the tormented. Homer - 
places- it in Cimmeiia, (which is Scythia, now Tartary), and makes 
hell to ^ be there, becauie of the blacknefs . and darknefs of that 
ccmatry. 

JL. .^. Pbiegetbon^l or Pblegei on, IVv Lat. Gr. i. e. hrmng;: 
for thfr waters of it are faid to boil for ever. I'bis is the-.iaft of the : 
rivers of hell, as the poets reprefcnted it. 

L. 583. Lethe.] Lat. Gr. i. e. fowgetfuhefs. A mcr oC Afuc\^. 
wlUeb,,»ftcr a long^ courie, hides itieu undcs'^oxkud) 9A^ v^^^^-a-^^ 
G3^ 
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Her wat'ry labyrinth ; whereof who drinks, 

Forthwith hi9 former ftate and bc'Ing forgets, 585 

Forgets both joy/ind grief, pleafure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorota. 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin fieems 59P 

Of ancient pile ; all elfe deep fnow and ice ; 

A gulf profound, as that Serbonian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and mount Cafius old. 

Where armies whole have funk ; tlie parching air 

Burns frore, and cold performs th* efFc6t of fire. 5.9J; 

Thither by harpy-footed furies hal'd. 

At certain revolutions, all the damn'd 

again ; wherefore antiquity feigned, that all the dead- drank a 
draught of its waters before they entered hell ; which made them 
forget all their part forrows. The fable is death, when all the 
plcifjrcs and pains of life arc quite forgotten. 

L. 584. Labyrittfh.]- Tci^. Dot. Fr. Lat. from the G* i. c. ntf 
halting a ddor, receiving, or devouring. A building full of turning 
and windings, (6 that it was very difficult for one to get out of it; 
^ maze. 

L. 59a. S^rbomnrtf] of Sethon, or Sirhon:\ Strabo calls it Serhomii 
Ptolemy and Pliny, Sirhonis. Arab i. c. the lake ; though Strabo 
Sgnorantly takes this for the lake of Sodom. A bog or lake open 
the utmoft borders of Paleftine and Egypt, fifty miles from Arabia^ 
now Logts di. . Tevcfo by the Italians, Bayrena by the na^tivcs, andL 
JBarathrum b/ the Latins,, i. e. a deep gulf. 

L. 593. Daviiata,] or Danuctn^ lleb. i. e. dirty or mud. A towa 
in Egypt, upon the mouth of the Mediterranean f^a, and the moft 
eafVerly bank of the Nile, nr ar old Pcliiliuni, wliich alio fignific^ 
dirt ; Uccaufe both ar.e Htuated in a dirty clay Ibil. 

Ibid. Cafius, \ or CaJiUiy Syr. i.e. a boundary; becaufc it parts 
r.gypt and Paleftine. A fandv nioijntain on the fa.ther fide of Pe-» 
liifmm, near the Serbonian oog-, between the Red fea and thcMe*'. 
ditcrrancan fca,. extending foiithward to Arabia- Petrea. 

L. 595. Burni frorc. \ Vrore^ an old word for frofty. The parch?- 
ing air burns with frofl.. So we have in Virg, Gcorg. i. 1. 93. 

^—^Borex penitrabile frigui adurat. 
And in Ecclus. xliii. %Q>, 2 J " When the cold north-wind blow 
. flth— iti dcvourclh the mountains, and burneth the w iljerncfs, aii4'. 
Qonfumeth the grafs as fire.*' And is not the cxpicffion uied by the- 
Jfalmift of the like i»atore T " I'he fun fhall not burn thee by day,, 
^or the moon by flight," J^faL cs*V. 6 v^^iVv^^^^'J^V^^^^aTViii 
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Are brought ; and feci by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ; 

From beda of raging fire to ftarve in ice 6co 

Their foft dlhereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round, 

Periods of time : thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean found 

Both to and fro, their forrow to augment, 605 

And wi(h and ftruggle, as they pafs, to reach 

The tempting flream, with one fmall drop to lofe 

In fweet forgetful nefs all pain and wo, 

All in one moment, and fo near the brink : 

But Fate withftands, and to oppofe th' attempt 610 

Medufa with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itfelf the water flies 

AH talle of living wight, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confus'd march forlorn, th' adventurous bands 6iy 

With (hudd'ri.ng horror pale, and eyes aghafl, 

ViewM firft their lamentable lot, and found 

No reft : through many a dark and dreary vale 

Ij. ,611. Medufa."] Lat. Gr. i. e. an imperious qveen^ the daugtv 
ter of Ccto Phoreas, a king of Corfica and Sardinia, veiy beauti- 
ful, having golden hair, of which fhe was exceeding proud, and 
contended with Minerva; for which the goddefs turned it into 
ihakes; which were fo terrible, that they turned all that beheld 
them into (lones. Perfeus cut off her head, that it might not de- 
' ftroy the wliole country ; and as he carried it through Africa, the 
drops of blood became ferpents * Hence they fay, it is iafefled with 
fwarms of (crpents, and other venomous creatures,, above other parts 
of the world. 

Ibid. Gor^otdan^ of the Goigons, Lat. Gr. i. e. cruelty. The 

Gnrgons were io called from Gorgon, a venomous bead in Africa ; 

they were the three daughters of Phecus, i/iz. Mtdufa, Stcno, and 

Koryak ; fo called from their favageuels, bccaufe tliey killed at tlic 

• Tcry fight. ^ 

L. 614. Tantalus.] Gr. Lat. i. e. inoji fniferahle. The fon of Ju- 
piter and &lo;a. He killed and drcfied up his fbn Pclops to the 
Igads at a fca(l; for whicli they condemned hi in to hell, where l>e 
vu fct in water to the chiiJ, with "apglcs bobblix^ ?iX.Vi[\&Vi>^^% n^:X: 
fos/d! taiie of Doitbc!:^ 
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They pafs'd, gnd many a region dolorous, 

O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620* 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and (hades of death,, 

A univerfe of death ; which God by curfe 

Created ev'ir, for evil only good. 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 

Perverfe, all monftroiis, all prodigious things, 62fr 

Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 

Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 

Gorgons, and hydras, and chimteras dire. 

Meanwhile the adverfary' of God and man* 
Satan, with thoughts inflam'd of high'eft defign, 630 
Tuts on fwift wings, and tow'ards the gates of hell 
Explores bis folitary flight : fametimes 
He fcours the right-hand coaft, fometimes the left ;. 
Now fhaves with level wing the deep, theo foars 
Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. 635^ 

As when far off. at fea a fleet defcry'd, 
Hangs in the clouds,' by equinod^ial winds, 
Clofe failing from Beugala, or the ifles 

L. 6ao. ^Z/*,] for Alps, by a figure of rhctorick, Lat. 1. c. ivhlte;- 
bccaufe they arc always white with fnow, or high. A long range 
of \ot\Y and fleep raountains, which parts Italy and Germany and' 
France. 

L. 6z8. Hydras.] Lat. Gr. i. c. uoateru . Hydra is a monflron^ 
and exccflivc water-fcrpcnt, feigned with fifty beads. It is iaid that 
Ifercuies tamed this monfler in the lake Lerca, between Argi and; 
Mycene. 

Ibid. Chim/tras."] Lat. Gr. i. c. goats* A chimera was a fabulom- ' 
monf^er, laid to have had the head of a lion, the belly of a ga^ 
and the tail of a ferpent. It was only a mountain of Lycia, a- 
branch of the mount 1 aurus in Ada, whofe top did csifk out flames, 
and abounded with lions ; in the middle there was good pafhire for- 
goats, and at the bottom of it were many fcrp^ts. 

L.' 637. EqulnoBialf] of the e^'tnox, Lat. i. c. equal nights and days.. 
An agronomical term. 

L. 638. BeKgala."] Ind. The ancient name was Beng^ i. e. -wa^ 

Ur ; for, as the water* overflow fomc parts of that country, the 

people made their fields into beds of fifteen yards fquarc, and two 

yard<i high, which they called Ala\ hence canvc Ben^ala^ i. c. cni 

evfr/iowfd country. 
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Of Ternatc and Tidore, whence n\erchant8 bring 

Their fpicy drugs ; they on the trading flood 640 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 

Ply, ftefliming nighOy tow'ard the pole : fo feem'd 

Far off the flying fiend. At laft appear 

Hell-hounds, high reaching to the horrid roof; 

And thrice threefold the gates ; three folds were brafs^ 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock ; 646 

Innpenetrable, iropalM with circling fire, 

Yet unconfum'd. Before the gates there fat 

On either fide a formidable fhape ; 

The one feem'd woman to the wafte, and fair, 650 

But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 

Voluminous and vaft ; a ferpent armM 

"With mortal ding : about her middle round 

A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark'd 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 6^^ 

L. 639. Tertt^te."] Ind. The chief of 'the five Malacco or Mo- 
lucca iflands in the Eaft-Indian fea, by which the Europeans fail to 
nod from the £aft-Indies, viz. Ternate, Tidore, Machian, Moties, 
and Bachian. They ly near the line, and abound with fpices. 

Ibid. Tidore,'] or Tidor ; Ind. Another of the Molucca iflands, 
near to Teruate, ieparated from it only by a narrow channel. 

JL. 641^ Etkiopiatif"] of Ethiopia, L.at. Gr. i. e. burnt in the face, 
Heb. Cbus, i. e. black Ji from Chus the fon of Cham, who fir(^ peo^ 
' pled it. Ethiopia is a large hot kingdom of Africa, in the torrid 
zone ; therefore, the people are fuD-huriit, tawny, and black; about 
3600 miles in length, and fliSo in breadth. 

Ibid. Cape."] Fr. from the Lat. i. e. a head, A geographical term. 
An high mountain or head-land running into the Tea. 

If 648. Before the gates there/at, &Cs] Here begins the fa- 
mous lalicgory of Milton, which is a fort of paraphraie on that text 
of the apoAle St. James, ch. i 15. " Then when lufl hath conceiv 
'cd, it bringeth' forth fin, and fin when it is finifhed, bringeth fortJbt 
death." 

JL. 6ss- Cerleredny'] belonging to Cerberus ; Lat. Gr. i c. a de* 
'ttatwer efjlejb, i. c. as wide as thofe of Cerberus ; the dog who kept. 
the gates of h<;ll, who bad three, fome fay fifty, and Horace fays, 
' 203 heads; fignifying his greedy and devouring nature. The fable 
jcvelents time, which devours all things ; iht • three heads, ti.»P. 
pau, prdcnty and to ccme. 
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A hideous peal ; yet, when they lift^ would creep. 

If ought dillurbM their noife, into her worob. 

And kennel there ; yet there ftill barkM and howPd 

Within unfeen. Far lefs abhorrM than thefc 

Vex'd Scylla, bathing in the fea that parts ( 

Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian (hare : 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when call'd 

In fecret, riding through the air (he comes, 

Lur'd with the fmell of infant*bIood, to dance 

With Lapland witches, while the lab'ring moon i 

Eclipfes at their charms. The other (hape. 

If (hape -it might be called that fhape had none 

Dillingui(hable in member, joint, or limb ; 

Or fubftance might be calPd that fliadow £eem'd. 

For each feem'd either ; black it flood as night, ( 

Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, 

And (hook a dreadful dart ; what feem'd his head, 

The likenefs of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 

The monfter moving, onward came as fail ( 

L. 660. Scylla.'] Lat. from the Gr. i. c. vexation, and dift 
ance, Scylla was a frightful rock in ths fta, between Italy and 
cily, ibcalled from Sc>ilio, a caftle on the Italian Ihore, upon wl 
the wates made a noife like the barking of dogs, which terr 
ikilors. 

L. 661. Calahria,'] Lat. from the Gr. i, e. gooJ, and frmtful. 
very fine fruitful country, oit the utmoft part of Italy, facing Si< 
and divided from it by a narrow (trait. 

Ibid. Trinacrian,'] or Sicily, It Was ib called from the Sicani 
Siculi, who were the ancient inhabitants. 

L. 665. Lapland^] from the ancient Lupiones, or Loppi ; 
Jiliytfittijb, and rude. The natives call it Lapmark; the Germ 
Laplandi\ the Mufcovites, Lappi ; for they are an illiterate pco 
void of all arts and fciences, grofs heathens. 

L. 671. Furies,"] Fr. Ital. Span. Lat. i. e. madnefs, and rgge; 
Web. farar, i. e. revenge. The three furies of hell were imagi 
to be the tormentors ofHhe damned, and painted with fnaktt al 
their heads, and eyes fparkling with fire, with burning torche 
their hands, tormenting the fouls of the wicked in hcU ; and t 
names Implied dread and. terror. 
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horrid flrides ; hell trembled as he ilrodci 
ndaunted fiend what this might be admir'd ; 
ir'dy not fear'd ; God and his Son except, 
ed thing nought -valu'd he, nor (hunn'd ; 
with difdainful look thus firft began : 680 

hence and what art thou, execrable fhape, 
dar'ft, though grim and- terrible, advance 
mifcreated front athwart my way 
onder gates ? through them I mean to pafs, 
be aflur'd, without leave afk'd of thee : 6Ss 

Cf or tafte thy fo]ly% and learn by proof, 
•born, not to contend with fpi'rits of heaven. 
} whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd : 
thou that traitor-angel, art thou he, 
firft broke peace in heav'n, and faith, till th«n 690 
roken ; and in proud rebellious arms 
V after him the third part of heaven's fons, 
ur*d againft the High'cft ; for^hff^ both thou 
they, outcaft from God, are here condemn'd 
irafte eternal days in wo and pain ? 695 

reckon*ft thou thyfelf with fpiVits of heaven, 
-doom'd, and breath'fl defiance here and fcorn, 
re I reign king ; and, to enrage thee more, 
king and lord ? Back to thy punifhment, 
! fugitive, and to thy fpced add wings ; 700 

with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 
ling'ring, or with one ftroke of this dart 
Dge horror feize thee', and pangs unfelt before. 

678. — — GoJ and bis Son except ^ 

td thini imigbt ikilu'd be, nor Jbunn'd,'] This appears, at firft 

to reckon God and his Son among created things ; but except 
d here with the fame liberty as but, L. 333, and 336 ; and Mil- 
at a like paflage in his pro(e works, p. 177* edit. Tol. No 
in bioven and eartb, except bell, Richardibn. 

701. S(9trpion,'\ Gr. Lot, i. ^. thro-wins out poifin, A fcorpion 
tlack, ftort, and very poiibnous icrpent, with a,fmall head like 
wfiih, and a long tail with fix or fcvcu VxioX^^ ViVvtxcwsXvvx 
mea suid beads. 
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So fpakc the griflj terror, and in (hapc, 
So fpeaking and fo threatening, grew tenfold 705 

More dreadful and deform. On th' other fide 
Incens*d with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrified ; and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
In th' ardick iky» and from his horrid hair 7 10 

Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the head 
l^evel'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fccond ftroke intend ; and fuch a frown 
Each cad at th' other, as when two black clouds. 
With hcav'n's artillery fraught, come rattling on 715 
Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to front. 
Hovering a fpace, till winds the fignal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air : 
So frownM the mighty combatants, that hell 
Grew darker at their frown ; fo match'd they flood; 7^0 
For never but ^fke fhore was either like 
To meet fo great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been achiev*d, whereof all hell had rung, 

L. 709, Ophiuchus.'] Lat. from the Gr. i. e. a fsrpetit-heartr* 
An aftrcn. term. A northern conftcllation, called alio th p* 
petit, rcprcfcnting a man holding a fcrpcnt in his hand, and con- 
fifts of twcnty-nisac ftars, according to Ptolemy. The fable i» . 
taken from Hercules, who fiiueczed two ferp«nts to death in his 
cradle- 

L. 710. ArRick.] Lat. Gr, an ajflronom. term. The northert 
circle, where there are two ftars that go by this name near thtf north 
pole, the great bear^ and the little hear* The oppofite pole is called 
aiitarB'tcky or the fouthcrn pole. 

L. 716, Cafpian.'] Scyth, from the Cafpii, an ancient people who 
dwelt upon the fouth fide of it. The Cafpian fea is not a fca pW 
perly fb called, nor a bay of the northern ocean, as the ancientf 
thought, but a lake, and the greateft in the world. It lies be- 
tween Pcrfia, Tartary, Georgia, and Mufcoyy, about 3000 mile* 
in compafs ; for though the Volga, (which alone difcharges meK 
water in a year than all the other rivers in Earopc), and 100 titers 
beTides run into it, yet it hath no vifible outlet ; therefore fbsie 
think it riieth in the Pcrfian gulf, after running under ground abots 
acoo miles. 
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Had not the foaky forcerefs that fat 

Fail by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 725 

Ris'n, and with hideous. outcry rufh'd between: 

O father, what intends thy hand, fhe cry'd, 
Againft thy only fon ? What fury*, O fon, 
Poffeffes thee, to bend that mortal dart 
Againft thy father's head ? and know'ft for whom ; 730 
For him who fits above, and laughs the while 
At thee, ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whatc'cr his wrath, which he calls juftice, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will dcftroy ye both. 
She ijpake, and at her words the hellifh peft 79 r 

Forbore ; then thefe to her Satan return'd : 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
v^ Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand 
ST Prevented, fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
jfc What it intends, till firft I know of thee, 74^ 

U What thing thou art, thus double-form'd • and why, 
» In this infernal vale firft met, thou call'ft 
I Me father, and that phantafm call'ft my fon : 
I I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 

Sight more deteftable than him and thee. 74^ 

To* whom thusthe portrefs of hell-gate reply!d; 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deem'd fo fair 
In heav'n, when at th' affembly, and in fight 
Of an the Seraphim with thee combined 7^0 

In bold confpiracy againft heav'n's King, 
. A.Il'on a fudden mtferable pain 
_ Smpriz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
th| In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 

Threw forth 5 till on the left fide op'ning wide, 7^^ 
Likeft to thee in fhapc and countenance bright, 
*^btn (hining heav'nly fair, a goddefs arm'd, 
^ Out pf thy head I fprung : amazement fcii'd 
f Vol. I. H 
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All the* hofl of heav'n ; back they recoil'd, afraid 

At firft, and call'd me Sin, and for a fign 760 

Portentous held me ; but familiar grown, 

I pleas'dy and with attractive graces won 

The mod averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 

Thyfelf in me thy perfeft image viewing, 

Becam'ft enamour'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft 76(5 

AVith me in fecret, that my womb conceivM 

A growing burden. Meanwhile war arofc. 

And fields were fought in heaven ; wherein remain'd 

( For what could elfe ?) to our almighty foe 

Clear vidlory ; to our part lofs and rout, 77^ 

Through all the empyrean : down they fell 

Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heaven, down 

Into this deep ; and in the general fall 

I alfo ; at which time this powVful key 

Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775 

Thefe g^tes for ever (hut, which none can pafs 

Without ray opening. Penfive here I fat 

Alone ; but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown, 

Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 780 

At laft this odious offspring whom ihou feeft, 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my intrails, that with fear and pain 

Diftorterf, all my nether (hape thus grew 

Tran8forra»d : but he my inbred enemy 785 

Forth Iffu'd, brandifliing his fatal dart 

Made to dellroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death ; 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and (Igh'd 

From all her caves, and back refounded. Death. 

I fled ; but he purfu'd, (though more, it feems, ' 7^0 

Infiam'd with luft than rage), and, fwiftcr far, 

Me overtook his mother, all difmay'd, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 
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Ingend'ring with me, of that rape begot 

Thefe yelling monfters, that withceafelcfa cry 795 

Surround me, as thou faw'ft, hourly conceiv'd 

And hourly born, with forrow infinite 

To me ; for when they lift, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and howl, and gnaw 

My bowels, their repaft j then burfting forth ^ 80O 

Afrefh with confcious terrors vex me round. 

That reft or intermiffion none I find. 

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 

Grim Death, Qiy fon and foe ; who fets them on. 

And me his parent would full foon devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involv'd ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter^morfel, and his bane, 

Whenever that fliall be ; fo Fate pronounc'd. 

But thou, O father, I forewarn thee, fliun 810 

His deadly arrow 5 neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms. 

Though tempered heavenly ; for that mortal dint. 

Save he who reigns above, none can refift. 

She finifh'd ; and the fubtle fiend his lore 815 

Soon learned, now milder, and thus anfwer'd fmooth : 

Dear daughter, fince thou claim'ft me for thy firej 
And my fair fon here {how*ft me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heav'n, and joys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dire change 
BefalPn us, unforefeen, unthought of; know 82 f 

I come no enemy, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of paia 
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly hod 
Orfpi'rits, that, in our juft- pretences arm*d» 825 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
Thii uncouth errand fole ; and one for all 
Myfelf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 
H 2 
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IV unfounfded deep, and through the void ifnaienfe 

To fcarch with wand'ring queft a place foretold 830 

Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now 

Created, vaft and round ; a place of blifs 

In the pourlieus of hcav*n, and therein plac*d 

A race of upflart creatures, to fupply 

Perhaps our vacant room ; though more removed, S$j} 

Left heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude 

Might hap to moTe new broils. Be this, or ought 

Thati this more f«cret, now delign'd, I hafte 

To know ; and this once known, fhall foon return^ 

And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 84Q 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 

Wing filently the buxom air imbalm'd 

With odours ; there ye (hall be fed and fill'd, 

Immeafureably ; all things fhall be your prey. 

He ceas'd, for both feem'd highly plcas'd, and Death 
Grinn'd horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear ^46 

His famine fliould be fill*d ; and blcfs'd his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour ; no lefs rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire : 

The key of this infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of heav*n*s all-pow*rful King, 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gates ; againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o'ermatch'd by living might. 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To fit in hateful office here confin'd, 
inhabitant of heav'n, and heav*nly born, 860 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours compafs^d round, 
Of mine own brood; that on my bowels feed ^ 
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Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav'ft me ; whom fhould I obey 86j 

But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 

To that new world of light and blifs, among 

The gods who live at eafe, where I fhall reign 

At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 

Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 87*^ 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal kcy,^ 
Sad inftrument of all our wo, fhe took ; 
And tow'ards the gate rolling her beftial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew ; 
Which but herfelf, not all the Stygian powers 875: 

Could once have mov'd ; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of maffy ir'on or folid rock with eafe 
^ Unfaftens : on a fudden open fly, 

With impetuous recoil and jarring found, 88of> 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
HarHi thunder, that the loweft bottom ihook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to Ihut 
Excell'd her pow'r f the gates wide open ftood, 
That with extended wings a banncr'd hoft, 88jJ 

Under fpread enfigns marching, might pafs through 
With horfe and chariots rank'd in loofe aftay ; 
So wide they ftood, and, like a furnace-mouth, 
Caft forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flanr.e. 
Before their eyes ixi fudden view appear 89,0 

The fecrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without boundy 
Without dimenfion, where length, breadth^ and height,. 
And time, and place are loft ; where eldeft Night 
And Chaoa^ anceftors of Nature, hold S^,g 

• Eternal anarchy, amidfl the noife 
Of endiefs wars, and by confufion ftand. 
For hot, cold, moid, and dry, four champions- fierce^ 
Strive here for mafl'ry, and to battle btvj^^ 

Hi 
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Their embryoa atoms ; they around the flag ■ 900 

Of each his fadtion, in their feveral dans. 

Light arm'd or heavy, (harp, fmooth, fwift, or flovr, 

Swarn\ populous, unnurober'd as the fands 

Of Barca or Gyrene's torrid foil. 

Levied to fide with warring winds, and poife ^f{ 

Their lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere,. 

He rules a moment : Chaos umpire fits. 

And by decifion more embroils the fray, 

l*y which be reigns : next him high arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs,. 91Q 

The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave,. 

Of neither fea, nor fhore, nor air, nor fire. 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd . 

Confus'dly, and which thus muft ever fight,^ 

Unlefs th' Almighty Maker them ordaiu 91 j 

His dark materials to create more worlds ; 

Into this wild abyfs the wary fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a while, 

Pond'ring his voyage ; for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs. Nor was his ear lefs peal'd 92a 

L. 904. Barca."] Carthag. i. e. a defert ; or from Amilcar Barct^ • 
the father of Hannibal, who is iaid to have founded it. . A large,, 
jandy, barrels and dry country in Africa, fo called from the capital 
city, of it, lying on the wefl of Kgypt, on the Mediterranean lea, 
between Egypt and Tripoli, 600 miles from eaft to weft, and lao 
miles from fbuth to north. Others call it the Sandy Lyh'ia. The 
chief city is 550 miles from Alexandria in Egypt. Barca ieparates 
Egypt from Cyrcne. 

Ibid. Cyrene.] Carthag. from Cyreno, i. e. a fountain,, which 
fprings from a mountain of the fame name there ; a very barreii. 
fandy province of JLybia, towards the great Syrtis, lying upon the 
Mediterranean fea near Egypt. Cyrene was built by Battus th«- 
Lacedemonian, from whom the inhabitants were called Battide, and 
gave the name to tlicjrholc country. It ftrove once with Carthage 
for fome privileges. In the moft foutbern part of it ftood the fa- 
mous temple of Jupiter Ammon, and was the birth-place of Simon, 
who carried our Saviour's croft to mount Calvary, Matth. xxvii«. 
3*. Cyrene was alio called Pentafolis, Gr. bccaufc it contained five 
fine cities of old. 
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With noifes loud and ruinous, (to compare 

Great things with fmall), than when Bellooa ftormsj. 

With all her batt'ring engines bent to raze 

Some capital city* ; or lefs than if this frame 

Of heaven were falling, and thefe. elements 9?5v 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At lad his fail -broad vans 

He fp reads for flight,, and in the furging fmokc 

Uplifted fpurns the ground ; thence many a league, 

As- in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 93^' 

Audacious ; but that feat foon failing, meets 

A vad vacuity : all unawares 

Flult'ring his pennons vain, plumb down he drops ^ 

Ten thoufaud fathom deep ; and to this hour 

I^own had been fallings had not by ill chance 935, 

The ftrpng rebuff of fome tumultuous cloud, . 

Inftindl with fire and nitre, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury ilay'd, .w- 

Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither fea> 

J^Ior good dry land : nigh foundered or! he fares, 943 

Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot, 

^alf fly'i'Bg ; behoves him now both oar and fail. 

-A* when a gryphon, through the wildernefs 

"With winged courfe o'er^iill or moory dale,. 

^urfues the Arimafpian, who by ilealtK 945 

L. 934. Bellonas'] Lat. i.e. the ^adiefi of -war ; a deity among 
^^e old Romans ; the mother, Hfter, and wife of Mars. 

L. 926. Axle.] Sax. Lat. Gr. i. e. going round ; a geographical 
^^kerm; an axle-tree. Here, an imaginary line xlrawn through the 
^centre of the eartjn from the north to the ibuth pole, upon which 
"3^ie earth is fuppofcd to move in its diurnal motion from eaift to 

1.. 943. Gryphon^] griffin, or grifon, Lat. Gr. i. e. to grip fajh; 
'^Otfyueeze. A fabulous, terrible, and rs^adous bird, iaid to be 
"partly Hke an eagle, partly like a lion. 

L. 945< Arimafpian,] Scyth. from art, i. e. one^ and mafpos^ i. e. 
^mm eye, oue-ejed ; a people of Scythta or Little Tartary in Europe, 
Jiaid to have had one eye. The truth is, they v»ttc CLV^tV. ^x<:\v«w^ 
-who fhut one eye, that they might with the mote t^?j&x«£% \oX\2&» 
jmrJ^ AlexADder the Great iubdued them. 
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Had from his wakeful cuftodjr piirloin'd 

The guarded gold : fo eagerly the fiend 

OVr bog, or lleep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rtr«|. 

"With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfuea his way ; 

And fwims, or (inks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 950 

At length an univerfal hubbub wild 

Of ftunning founds, and voices all confus'd. 

Borne through the hollow dark, affaulta his eari 

Wilh loudeil vehemence i thither he plies, 

Undaunted to meet there whatever power 955 

Or fpirit of the nethermoft abyfs 

Might in that noife refide, of whom to afk 

Which way the ncareft coaft of darknefs lies 

Bord'ring on light ; when ilrait behold the throne 

Of Chaos, and hi:) dark pavilion fpread ^$q, 

Wide on the wafteful deep ; with him enthroaM 

Sat fable- veftcd Night, eldeft of things. 

The confort of his teign, and by them flood' 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon ; Rumor next, and Chance, 965 

And Tumult, and Confufion all cmbroil'd, 

A*nd Difcord with a ihoufand various mouths. 

To' whom Satan turning boldly, thus : Ye powers 
And fpirits of this nethermod abyfs. 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no fpy 970 

With purpofe to explore or to dillurb 
The fecrets of your realm ; but by conflraint 
Wand'ring this darkfome defeit, as my way 

L. 964. Orcus'i Lat. from the Or. i. c. an oath ; bccaufe the- 
fupcrnal gods made thdr oaths by Orcirj, as- well as by Styx^ another 
name of hell. 

Ibid. Hades*'] Lat. Or. i. e. a darh, hidden^ and invifihle place^ the 
fame as Orcus^ or htll, in holy writ and facred authors. It is edecm- 
ed to be the general receptacle of all fouls departed this Bfc, in a 
(late of expe^tion till the day of judgment. 

L. 965. Demogorgon,'] Lat. from the Cr. i. c. hchoiding the gor^ 
gon, which none could do but he ; for (be turned all tl.ings that 
Lokcd on bcr into iloncs*. 
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Xiies through your fpacious empire up to light, 
Alone^ and without guide, half loft, I feek 975 

What readied path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with heav'n ; or if fome other place. 
Prom your dominion won, th' ethereal King 
Pofiefles lately,. thither to arrive 

I travel this profound ; diredl my courfe : 98* 

X)ire6ied, no mean recompence it brings 
Tayour behoof; if I that region loll,. 
All ufurpation. thence expell'd, reduce 
7o her original darknefs, and your fway, 
(Which is my prefent journey), and once more ^?S\ 
£re£l the ftandard there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be th* advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the anarch old. 
With falt'ring fpeech and vifage incomposM, 
Anfwer'd. I know thee* ftranger,.who thou art, 990 
That mighty leading angel, who of late 
j^de head againft heav'n's King,. though overthrown^ 
I. faw, and heard ; for fuch a numerous hoft 
¥1ed not in filence through the frighted deep, 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 

Confufion worfe confounded ; and heav'n -gates 
Pour'd out by millions her viAorious bands 
Purfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence ; if all I can will fervc 
That little which is left fo to defend, looo 

£ncroach'd on ftill through your inteftine broils 
Wcak'ning the fceptre of old Night : firft hell, 
Yoor dungeon, ftretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately heav'n and earth, another world, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain, 1005^ 
To that fide heav'n from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far ; 
' So much the nearer danger ; go, and fpeed ;. 
Havock^ and ipoij^ and ruin are m*^ ^^vu* ^ 
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He ceasM ; and Satan ftayM not to reply, n 
But glad that now his fea (Iiould find a fhore> 
With frcfli alacrity, and force renew'd. 
Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire, . 
Into the wild expanfe ; anJ through the (hock 
Of fighting elements, on all fides round i 

Environ'd, wins his way ; harder bcfet. 
And more endangered, than when Argo pafs'd 
Through Bofphorus, betwixt the juftling rocks : 
Or when UlyfTes on the larbt>ard fhunn'd 
Charybdis, and by th' other whirlpool deer'd. i 

L. 1013. Pyramid.] Gr. i. e. a firt, A geometrical term 
pyramid is a heap of fquare ftones, rifing up like a flame of £ 
four iquarcs. There are about 80 pyramids near Graed Ca 
Egypt, the wonder of the world to this day, though they 
flood 4000 years, and may continue as long again ; three of 
are very large, beiides many fmall ones. The Arabs call 
Degehel Pbamon^ and the Turks Pharaon Degiary, i. c. Pba 
hii/s, Mr. Lucas faw above 30,000 pyramids near Ceiarea in J 
Afia. 

L. JOT 7. ^rgo."] Lat. Gp. 1. e. fivlft ; henxife of her fwif^ 
ing, being rowed with fifty oars, which was a new invention c 
fb» ; or from the builder of it ; and Cicero derives it from th 
gives or Greeks, who failed in it. The (hip wherein Jafon, a 
ther valiant Greeks, made a famous expedition to Colchos, 
Mingrclia, Georgia, and Iberia, upon the Pontus, to bring 
thence the golden fleece inte Greece. 

L. 1018. Bofphorus j] Bo/poruSt or Bofperus ; Lat. from th 
i. e. the pqfage of an ox, as we fay Oxford. A paflagc int 
Euxine fea by Conftantinople, through which Jafon paded 
much difficulty and danger in his voyage. It is fo narrow 
cattle fwim over it, and they hear the cocks crowing and dogs 
ing from one fide to another. Now Strctti (H ConftantinopoFt, 
i. e. the Straits of Conftantinople. 

L. 1019. Vlyffcs.]' L^t, Gr. i. e. all ftrenglh, rohuft; orconti 
from his original name, Oduffeus, Gr. i. c. the pubtick road; b< 
his mother, overtaken in a violent- rain, was delivered of hi 
the highway. The fon of Laertes, prince of Ithaca and Dul 
iflands in the iEgean fta ; an eloquent, cunning Greek, celeb 
by Homer, Virgil, Ovid, <6'C. 

L. IG20. Charybdis.'] Heb. i. e. a gulf of perdition ; Lat, 
the Gr. i. e. gaping md fucking in. A very dangerous part 
fea of Sicily, between McfHna and Italy, where divers fhips 
been Hi^cd 10 f and TJlyfles had mudi ^.^ to tCc<v^^ ds<^^vdcv^ 
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So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on ; with difficulty and labour hej 
But he oQce pafs'd, foon after, whea man fell. 
Strange alteration 1 Sin and Death amain 
. Following his tracki fuch was the will of Heaveoi 1025 
l^av'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd a bridge of wondrous length, 
From hell continu'd, reaching th' utmoft orb 
Of this frail world; by which the fpi'rits pervcrfc loj^ 
With eafy intercourfe pafs to and fro, 
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom 
Ood and good aogeU guard by fpecial grace. 

But now at lad the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven 1 035 
S'JOotg far into the bofom of dim Night 
^ glimmering dawn S here Nature firft begins 
Her fartl^eft verge, and Chaos to retire, 
^ from her outmoft works a broken foe, 
^»th tumult lefs, and with Icfs hoftile din ; ' ^ 1 040 
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe, 
•^afts on the calmer wave by dubious light, 
A-nd like a weather-beaten vefTel holds 
^iadly the port, though fhrouds and tackle torn ; 

L. 1013. But he oncefcfi'd^ &c] Dr. Bcntley would throw out 
"*^ eleven verfes, as if they were an interpolation : but the forc- 
8*^**^5 words, containing a repetition of what went before them, 
"^h difficulty and labour hc^ have no force nor propriety, unlcfs it be 
^ddcd, (as it is in thcfe vcrfcs) that . fome others afterwards went 
'^^ way with more cafe. Pearce* 

It is evident that thefe lines are Milton's, and cannot he an in- 
'*nH>lation of the editor : hut yet, I am afraid we cannot Co cafily 
J^^ over the doftor*s other objection, that this fame bridge is de- 
■^bed in Book x. for feveral lines together, poetically and pom- 
l^Ully, as a thing untouched before, and an incident to furprize the 
*cadcr ; and therefore, ihe poet Ihould not have anticipated it here. 
*^t the Knes thcmfclves be approved ; yet, it muft be allowed, it is 
^^^'^ng condnA and want of oeconomy for the whole poem. And 
^« cannot rccollcft a parallel inftance in Uomti qi \\t^» w ^tv^ 
^^^horized poet, Newton, 
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Or in the emptier wafte, refembling air, . 1045 

Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold 

Far off th' empyreal heav'-n, extended wide 

In circuit, undetermin'd fquare or round. 

With opal tow'rsj and battlements adorn'd 

Of living faphire, once his native feat ; lejG 

And fail by, hanging in a golden chain, 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 

Of fmalleft magnitude, clofe by the moon. 

Thither full-fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

Accurs'd, and in a curfed hour he hies. 1055 

L. 1049. Wtth opal /owVj.] With towers of precious ftones. 
Opal is a ftone of divers colours, partaking of the carbuncle's fiaint 
fire, the aniethyft's bright purple, and the emerald's chearing green. 
Hume and Ricbardfon, 

L. 1050. SMphire.'] Lat.' Gr. from the Heb. i. c. numbered / be- 
caufe one muft pay. down very dear for it. A very clear, hard, and 
precious (lone, of the colour of the (ky, with fparkles of gold, and 
the hardeft next to a diamond. 'It was put into' the breaft-piate of 
the high pricft, £xod. xxviii. l8. Rev. xxi. 19. 



JS;2^^ Book ^Second. 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK THE THIRD. 



Vot. r. 



C 



The ARGUMENT of Book HI. 

GODf Jit ting on his throne , fees Satan flying tonvmrds this 
nuorldt then newfy created ; Jhenus him to the Son, nuho 
fat at his right hand; foretels the fuccefs of Satan in 
perverting mankind ; clears his o*wn jufiice and nvif 
domfrom all imputation f having created man free , and 
able enough to have nvithfiood his tempter ; yet declares 

^ his purpofe of grace tonvards him, in regard he fell not 
§f his oivn malice, as did Satan, hut by him feduced 
^he Son of God renders praifes to his Father for the 
tnamfejiation 9f his gracious purpofe to'mards man : but 
God again declares, that grace cannot he extended tO' 
nuards man luithotU the fatisfa£lion of divine juflice* • 
J^an hath offended the 7najefly of God, by afpiring to 
Godhead ; and therefore, nuith all his progeny, devoted 
to death, muji die, unlefs fome one can be found fuffir 
cient to anf'wer for his offence, and undergo his punifh^ 
ment. The Son of God freely offer i himfelf a ranfbm 

for man : the Father accepts him^- ordains his incarna^ 
tion, pronounces his exaltati(m above all names in hea^ 
ven and earth : commands all the angels to adore him : 
they obey ; and hymning to their harps infidl choir, ce^ 
lebrate the Father and the Son. Meanwhile Satan 
alights upon the bare convex of this loorld*! outermoji orh; 
'where 'wandering he firfi finds a place, Jince called The 
Limbo of Vanity : what perfons and things fly up thi^ 
iher ; thence comes to the gate of heaven, defer ib'ed a* 

fcending by flairs, and the waters above the firmament 
that flow about it : his paffage thence to the orb of the 

Jun ; he finds there Uriel, the regent of that orh, but 

frfl changes himfelf into thefhape of a meaner angel : 
and pretending a zealous dejire to behold the new crea^ 
tion, and man, whom God had placed here, inquires 
ef him the place of his habitation^ and is directed : a^ 

££.btjjfrji on mount Niphates* 
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BOOK IIL 



IAlhf holy light, offspring of heav'n firfl-born," 
Or of th* Eternal co-eternal beam !- 
y I exprefs thee' unblam'd ? (ince God is ligh# 
d never but in unapproached light 
''clt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee, 5 

ght effluence of bright efience increate. 

hear'ft thou rather pure ethereal dream, 
lofe fountain who fhall tell ^ Before the fun, 
*ore the heav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 

God, as with a mantle didft invefl lo 

e rifmg world of waters dark and deep, 

>n from the void and formlcfs infinite. 

cc I revifit now with bolder wing, 

:ap'd the Stygian pool, though long detain'd 

that obfcure fojourn ; while in my flight 15 

rough utter and through middle darknefs borDC, 

*h other notes than to th' Orphean lyre, 

• 1. HmI, hoiy Fight, Scc.l Our author's addrefs to fight, and 
cntation of his own blindncfs, may perhaps be ccnfurcd as an 
*eftcncc or digrcflion not agreeable to the rules of epick poetry ; 
yet this is fo charming a part of the poem, that the moft cri- 
' reader, I imagine, cannot wifli it were omitted. . One is even 
Ad with a fault, if it be a fault that is the occafion of fo many 
itics, and acquaints us fo much with the drcumfbnces and cha- 
fer of the author. Newton. 

•• 17. frith other notes than to th' Orphean lyre, &c.] Orpheus 
•c a hymn to night, which is ftill extant ; he alfo wrote of the 
tion out of chaos. Sec yjpoll. JRhodius, I. 493- Orpheus waff 
'led by his mother Calliope only, Milton by the icax'<i.<|f 
I %. 
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I fung of Chaos and eternal Nigkt ; 

Taught by the hear'nly Mufe to venture down 

The dark defcent» and up to re-afcend, St 

Though hard and rare. Thee I revlfit fafe» 

And feel thy fov'reign vital femp ; but thou 

Revifit'ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 

So thick a drop ferene hath quench'd their orbs, 2.5 

Or dim fuffufion veil'd. Yet not the oiore 

Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufcs haunt 

Clear foring, or ihady grove, or funny hill, 

Smit with the love of facred fong j but chief 

Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, jfi 

That wafti thy hallowed feet, and warbling flow, 

Nightly I vifit : nor fonrtetimes forget 

Thofe other two equalled with me in fate. 

So were I equalled with them in renown, ' 

Blind Thamyris, and blind. Meonides ; j^ 

And Tirefias, and Phineus, prophet? old : 

Mufe ; therefore he boafts he fung with other not£S than Orphens, 
though the fubjeOs were the fame. Bicbardjon. 

I4. ap. Smtt -with the kye of facred fong,] So.Virg. Geor. ii« 475« 
Dukes ante ontma Mufe, 
^arumfacrfl foro ingenti percujfus amorc, 

L. 35. Thamyris,'] JLat. Gr. i. e. ivonderfuh A poet of Thrac^ 
who had the vanity to contend with the muics in llnging, bat loft 
it ; therefore they put out his eyes, and took away his harp. 
This fable teaches us the danger and vanity of mecking God, of 
itlf-fufficicncy and pride. 

Ibid. Me^nides.^ Lat. Gr. i. e. the fan of Meon^ for Homer, 
Gr. i. e. oni that doth not fee \ brcaufc he dcfpiftd the vanities of 
the world, not that he was really deprived of his e^-c-fight ; o^ 
thcrs fay his blindncfs came by an accident : but his proper name'. 
was McUfegenes, from the river Meles, where he was born. He . 
was fo poor that he begged his bread ; yet when he was dead, (even 
cities contended for the honour of his natitity, Smyrna^ Rhodes^ 
Colophon^ Saianiis, Chios, Argos, Athene, 

li 36. Ttreftas.1 Lat. Gr. i. e. ajiar\ bccaufe he foretold fome 

things by tlic knowledge of aftrology. A blind poet and footh- 

fayer of Thebes, long before Homer ; the !g>n of Evetrus and 

Cbariclo, He was ftnick blind either for peeping too curioufly 

vpoQ MinervsL in the fountain HYpocunt», ot Iw iv-v^t^^ vW. 
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Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary naove 

Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful ^bird 

Sings darkling, and 'ua (hadied covert hid 

Tunes her no^urnal note.. Thus with the year 40 

Seafons return ; but not to me returns 

Day, or the fwcct approach of ev'n or morn. 

Or fight of vernal bloom, or fumroer's ro.fe. 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 

But cloud inftead, and ever- during dark 45 

Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 

Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 

Prefented with a univcrfal blauk 

Of Nature's works, to me expungM and rasM, 

And wiXdom at one entrance quite ftiut out. ^© 

So much the rather thou, celeilial light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate, there plant eyes, aU mitt from thence 

Purge and difperfe, that 1 may fee and tell 

Of things invifible to mortal fight. ^^■ 

Now had th' Almighty Father from above. 

From the pure empyrean where lire fits 

High thron'd above all height, bent down his eye, 

His own works and their works at once to view : 

About him all the fan&ities of heaven 60 

Stood thick as ilars, and from his fight received 

Beatitude pad utterance : on his right 

The radiant image of his glory fat. 

His only Son. On earth he firft beheld 

Our two firft parents, yet the only two 65 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd, 

caufe between Jopker aii«l Juoo to her diffatisfa^tion, for wliicb Ju- - 
piter gave him the .faculty of divination or fbothfaying. 

Ibid. Pbineus,'] Lat. Gr. i. e. Jhimagy Uhtfirious. A king and 
prophet of Arcadia, who, for putting out the eyes of his children, 
Mi4«for revealing the fecrcts of the gods to men, was puoilhed with ■ 
Ulindnefs. 

L, 66. Htf/>/^ garden,] viz. Eden ; an Hebrew word ; k figiu«- 
I 3 
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Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 

Uninterrupted joy, unrivallM love, 

In bllfsful folitude. He then furvcy'd' 

Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 76 

Coafting the wall of heav'n, on this fide night, 

In the dun air fublime ; and ready now 

To ftoop with wearied wings and willing feet 

On the bare, outfide of this world, that feem'd 

Firm land imbofom'd, without firmament ; 7J: 

Uncertaia which, in ocean or in air. 

Him God beholding. from his profpeft high,. 

Wherein paft, prcfent, future, he beholds. 

Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake : 

Only begotten Son, feed thou what rage 9o 

Tranfports our adverfary ? whom no bounds 
Prefcrib'd, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 
HcapM on him there, nor yet the main abyls 
Wide interrupt, can hold ; fo bent he feems 
On dcfperate revenge, that (hall redound 9^ 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way 
Not far off heav'n, in the precinds of light, 
Dire^lly tow'ards the new-created world, 
And man there plac'd, with purpofe to affay 9^^ 

If him. by force he can deflroy, or worfe. 
By fome falfe guile pervert : and fhall pervert ; 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : fo will fall, g^ 

He, and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 

fics fteajitre and Mght^ bccaufe it was the moft pleaTant place up- 
on earth, and Paradife was in it. Eden was a country in Cbal- 
dea, thoaght by fome to be the fame as Mefopotamia, near Baby-^ , 
Ion I lying between the Euphrates and the Tygris, well watered with 
tl\efe and other rivers, and moft; fruitful 
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.11 fie could ha¥C : T made him juft and right, 

afficient to have flood, though free to fall. 

ich I created all th' ethereal powers lOO 

nd fpi'rits, both them who Hood, and them who fail'd;. 

recly they ftood who ftood, and fell who felL 

ot free, what proof could they have giv'n iincere 

f true' allegiance, conftant faith or love, 

^here only what they needs mud do appeai'd, loj; 

ot what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 

^hat pleafure I from fucli obedience paid, 

•^hen will and reafon (reafon alfo' is choice) . 

felcfs and vain, of f»eedoni both deipoii'd, 

ade paflivc both, had ferv'd ncceflit^-, no 

ot me ? They therefore, as to right belonged, 

» were created, nor can juftly' accufe 

leir Maker, or their making,, or their fate, 

> if predeltination overruled. 

kcir will, difpoa'd by abfolute decree, 115 

• high foreknowledge. They themfclves decreed 

icir own revolt, not I : if 1 foreknew, 

reknowledge had no influence on. their fault, 

lich had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 

without leaft impulfe or (hadow' of fate, 120 

ought by me immutably forcfecn, 
cy trefpafs, authors to themfclves in all, 
th what they judge, and what they choofc • for fo 
orm'd them free : and free they muft remain, 
11 they inthral themfelves ; I elfe muft change 125 
fccir nature, and revoke the high decree 
'changeable, eternal, which ordain'd 

^. ,08. (rtafin aJfo" is choice.) The author had cxprefTcd 

fame fcntiment before in profc. " Many there be that com- 
plain of divine Providence for fuffering Adam to tranfgreff. 
i^'^iifli tongues ! when God gave him reafon, he gave Mm free- 
dom to choofe, for reafcn is but choofing ; he had been elfc a 
Here artificial Adanv," &c. See his fpeech for thclibertyof 
fenced printing, p. I49> 'i^, edit. 1738. 
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Their freedom ; they thedifelves ordaioM their fall; 
The firft fort by their own fuggeilton fell, 
Se]f-tempted» felf-deprav'd : Man falls, deceivM \^^ 
By th' other firft : Man therefore fhall find grace, 
The other none : in mercy* and jufticc both, 
Through heav*n and earth, fo (hall my glory* excel ; 
But mercy, firft and laft, (hall brighteft ftiine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fill'd 
AH heav'n, and in the blefted fpi'rits eled l$^ 

Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus'd. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious ; in him all his Father fhown 
Subftaniialiy exprefs'd ; and in his face 14X 

Divine compafiion vifibly appealed, 
Love without end, and without meafarr grace ; 
Which utteribg, thus he to his Father fpake : 

O Father! gracious wai^that word which clos'd 
Thy fov'reign fentence, that Man ftiQuld find grace j 
For which both hc'aVn and earth fhall high extol 14^^ 
Thy pralfes, with th* innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Incompafs'd fhall refound thee ever blefs'd. 
For (hould man finally be loft ; fhould man, i^ ' 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngcft fon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join*d 
With his own folly ? that be from thee far, 
That far be from thee. Father I who art Judge 
Of all things made, and judgcft only right. I5_ 

Or fhall the adverfary thus obtain 
His end, and fruftrate thine ? fhall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodncfs bring to nought. 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accomplifh'd, and to hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
By him corrupted J or wilt thou thyfelf 
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r creation, and unmake 
7hat for thy glory thoa haft made ? 
hy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 165 ' 
'd and blafphem'd without defence, 
n the great Creator thus i^ply'd : 
whom my foul hath chief deHrfaty 
bofom. Son who art alone 
my wifdom, and effectual mighty IJ^ 

>U fpoken as nay thoughts are^ all 
nal purpofe hath decreed, 
ot quite be loft> but fav*d who will ;, 
will in him, but grace in me- 
rhfaf'd ! once mo^e I will renew Iff^, 

pow*rs, though forfeit, andintbrallM. 
)ul exorbitant defires ;; 
me, yet once morc^hc (h'airOfand' 
ound againft his mortal foe ; ^ 

eld, that he may know, how frail ito. 

ondition is, and to roe owe 
v*rance, and to none but me., 
•e chofen of pecuUac grace,. 
f the reft ; fo is^^my will :; 
all hear rac callj and oft be warn'd 1^5- 

I ft ate, and to appeafe betimes 
d Deity,, while ofFer*d grace 
r I will clear their fcnfes dark, 
fufEce, and foften ftony hearts 
epent, and bring obedience due.. • 19© 

repentance, and obedience due, 
t endcavourM with fincere intent, 
all not be flow, mine eye not fliut. 

'ofjie I have choffn of fecuF.ar grarey &c^ Our author 
the do^rinc of rigid pre dcllination « he was of the 

f the more moderate Calvinifts, and thought that 
indeed were elected of pccuHar grace, the lyft might 

plying with the terms -and conditions oC t.Kt ^qC^^^ 
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And I will place within them as a guide, 

My umpire Confcicnce ; whom if they will hear, 19S 

Light after light, well-U8*d, they fhall attain^ 

And tQ the end perfifting, fafe arrive.. 

This my long-fufFerance* and my day of grace. 

They who negled^ and fcorn, fhall never tafte ; 

But hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more, 20^ 

-That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall : 

And none but fuch-from mercy I exclude.. 

But yet all is not done ; Man difobeying,. 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and (ins 

Againft the high fupremacy of heaven, 2^ 

Affedling godhead, and fo lodng all,.. 

To expiate his treafon hath noughtleft j 

But to deftruftion facred and devote, 

He, with his whole poflerity, mull die ;, 

]Bie he or Judice mud ; unlefs for him 2C 

Some other able, and as willing,, pay 

The rigid fatisfadlion, death for death. 

Say, heavenly pow'rs, where fhall we find fuch love K 

Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 

Man*8 mortal crime/ and juft th* unjuft to fave ? 2\ 

Dwells in! all heaven charity fo dear ? 

He afk'd ; but all the heav'nly choir flood mute,. 
And filence was in heav'n : on man's behalf 
Patron or intercefTor none appeared. 
Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw 215 

The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fct. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Mufl have been loft, adjudged to death and hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fnlnefs dwells of love divine, 2^ 

His deareft mediation thus renew'd : 

Father I thy word is pafl, Man fhall find grace ; 
And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way,. 



ookllL PARADISE LOST- 91 

lie fpcedieft of thy winged raeflengers, 

'0 vifit all thy cfeatiires, and to all 230 

omes unprcvenffcd, unimplor'd, unfought ? 

lappy for man^ fo coming : he her aid 

an never feeky once dead in fins, and loft ; 

bto^ement for himfelf or offering meet^ 

idebted and undone, hath none to bring. 235 

chold me then ; me for him, life for life 

Tffer ; on me let thine anger fall ; 

ccount me man ; I for his fake will leave 

^y bofom, and this glory next to thee 

edy put off^ and for him laftly di« 24O 

ell pleas'd ; on me let Death wreak all his rage : 

ider his gloomy pow'r I ftiall not long 

f vanquifti'd ; thou haft giv'n me to poffefs 

fe in myfelf for ev'cr ; by thee I live, 

lough now to'' Death I yiel<i, and am his due 24^ 

1 that of me can die ; yet that debt paid, 

lou wilt not leave jne in the loathfome grave 

ts prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted foul 

>r ever with corruption there to dwell ; 

It I (hall rife vi6toriou6, and fubdue 250 

Y vanqui(her, fpoil'd. of his vaunted fpoil 5 

^ath his death's wound ihall then receive, and floop 

glorious, of his mortal fling difarm'd. 

brough the ample air, in triumph high 

all lead hell captive, maugre hell, and ihow 25J 

^c pow'rs of darknefs bound. 'Hiou at the fight 

ea&'d, out of heaven (halt look down, and fmile ; 

hile, by thee rais'd, I ruin all my foei, 

cath laft, and with his carcafe glut the grave : 

lien, with the multitude of my redeemed, / 260 

kail enter heav*n, long abfcnt, and. return, . 

kthcr, to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 

C* anger fhall remain, but peace affur'dt 
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And reconcilement ; wrath (hall be no more 
Thenceforth, but la thy prefeocejoy entire. j4 

His words here ended, but his meelTaipedk 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immortal levc 
To mortal men, above which only fheae 
Filial obedience : a^ a facrifice 
Glad to be ofFer'd, he attends the will 4] 

.Of his great Father. Admiration feiz'd 
All heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wond'ring ; but foon.th' Almighty thus reply'ds 

O thou in heaven and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! O thou 2\ 
My fole complacence 1 well thou know'ft how dear 
To me are all my works ^ ftor Man the lead. 
Though laft freated ; that for him I i^are 
Thee from my bofom and right hand) to farey 
By lofing thee a while, the whole race )oft. ft! 

Thou therefore, whom thou only canft redeens^ 
Their nature alfo to thy nature join ; 
And be thyfelf Man among men on earth. 
Made flefh, when time fhall be, of virgin feed. 
By wondrous birth : be thou m Adam's roomL 2 

The head of all mankind, though Adam's fon. 
As in him perifh all men, fo in thee. 
As from a fecond root, (hall be reftor'd 
As many' as are rcflor'd, without thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his fons ; thy m6rh 2 
tmputed fhall abfolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous and iftirighteotis deeds. 
And Kve in thee tranfplanted, and firom thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is moft juft. 
Shall fatisfy ten man, be jiidg'd, aiid die» a 

L. 185. Ai&ni.'] flcb. i. c. rei\ theiTamc df thcfirft«an 
lirft woman, bectfnfe they wcTc fbfttcd of fKc ted dlift of the ea 
OcB. ii. 7.— V. a. ; as *wifo in Latin is from ktmi^ 1. e. fkj^toi 
which pmiXts at both our originai and voU* 
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log rtfcy and rifing with him raife 

ihren, ranfomM with his own dear life*- 

nly love fiiall outdo hellifli hate» 

Lo death, and dying to redeem, 

y to redeem, what helh'fh hate 300 

' deftroy'd, and ftill deflroys 

who, when they may, accept not grace. 

t thou, by defending to afltime 

ature, leflen or degrade thine own. 

thou haft, though thron'd in higheft bHfs, 305 

> God, and equally enjoying, 
e fruition, quitted all, to fave 

I from utter lofs, and haft been found 

t more than birth-right Son of God, 

rorthieft to be {b by being good, 3 10 

e than great or high ; becaufe in thee 

th abounded more than glory' abounds ; 

re thy humiliation (hall exalt 

,ee thy manhood alfo to this throne ; 

lit thou fit incarnate, here fhalt reign 315 

3d and man, Son both of God and man, 

d univerfal King ; all <power 

lee ; reign for ever, and affume 

rits ; under thee, as head fupreme, 

Givifig to dtMih, and dying to redeem.} The love of the 
k giving the Son to death, and the love of the Son in Tub- 

> it, and dying to redeem mankind. Mr. Warburton 
tins it : ** Milton's fyftem of divinity taught, fays he^ 
y that man was redeeined, but like wife that a real price 
d for his redemption : Dying to redeem^ therefore, fignify- 
y redemption in a vague uncertain (enfe, but impcrfedt- 
fents his iyftem ; fo imperfectly, that it may as well be 
be Socinian ; the price |Mdd (which implies a proper rc- 
>n) is wanting, fiat, to pay a price, implying a volun- 
, the poet, therefore, well exprefles it, by giving to deatb^ 
giving himself to death ; fo that the fenfe of the line 
prefles Milton's notion. Heavenly love gave a price for 
mpiion of mankind; and by virtue 0/ tbat (nee, t(aU> tc* 
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Thrones, princedoms, pow'rsy dominions I reduce : 
All knees to thee fhall bow, of them that 'bide 
In heaven, or earth, or under earth in hell. 
When thou attended glorioufly from heaven 
Shalt in the iky appear, and from thee fend 
The fummoning archangels to proclaim 
Thy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds, 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all pad ages, to the general doom 
Shall haften ; fuch a peal (hall roufe their deep. 
Then all thy faints afiembled, thou (halt judge 
Bad men and angels ; they arraign*d (hall (ink 
Beneath thy fentence ; hell, her numbers full, 
Thenceforth (hall be for ever (hut. Meanwhile 
The world (hall burn, and from her a(hes fpring 
New heav'n and earth, wherein the juft (hall^lwell ; 
And after all their tribulations long, 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 
Then thou thy regal fceptre (halt lay by, 
For regal fceptre then no more (hall need, 
God (hall be all in all. But all ye gods. 
Adore him, who to compafs all this dies ; 
Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas*d, but all 
The multitude of angels, with a (hout 
Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bkfs'd voices, uttering joy, heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hofannas fili'd 

L. i^A' Nofioner bad tb* Almigbty ceas'd, &c.J If the r 
pleales to compare this divine dialogue with the fpeeches oi 
gods in Homer and Virgil, h< will find the Chriftian poet to i 
fcend the heathen, as much as the religion of the one furpafles 
of the others, llieir deities talk and a£l like men ; but Mil 
divine peribns are divine peribos indeed, and talk in the langua 
Qod, Uiat is, in the language of fcripture. Nrwton, 
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TV eternal regions. Lowly reverent, 

Tow'ards either throne they bow, and to the ground 350 

With folemn adoration down they caft 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant, and gold ; 

Immortal amarant, a flow'r which once 
_In Paradife, faft by the tree of life, 

Began to bloom ; but foon for man's ofifence 355 

To heav'n remov'd, where firft it grew, there grows, 
i And flow'rs aloft (hading the fount of life, 
, And where the riv'er of blifs through midll of heav'n 

Rolls o'er Elyfian flow'rs her amber ilream : 
,With thefe, that never fade, the fpi'rits elcft 360 

> Bind their refplendent locks, inwreath'd with beams ; 

Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 

Pavement, that like a fea of jafper (hone, 

Impurpled with celeftial rofes fmil'd. 

Then crown'd 9gain, their golden harps they took ; 3.65 

Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 

Like quivers hung, and with preamble fweet 
Of charming fymphony they introduce 
Their (acred fong, and wakeu raptures high ; 

becauie the Jews proclaimed their fe»Rs with the ibond of tnimpets 
made of rams horns, Lev. xxv. 9. The word came firft from Ju- 
bal the ion of Lamech, the inventor of muHcal inftruments, Gen. 
iv. ai. 

Ibid. Ho/annas,'] Lat. Gr. Heb. i. e. Save, -we hefsecb thee, or 
Cod hlefi the king. See Math. xxi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

1j» 353. Immortal amarant,] Amarant, Afjutfavrsi, for unfading^ 
that decay etb not / a flower of a purple velvet colour, which, though 
gathered, keeps its beauty, and when all other flowers fade, recovers 
its luftre by being fprinkled with a little water, as Pliny affirms, 
Bb. at. caf. II. Our author feems to have taken this hint from 
I Pet. i. 4. ** Te an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadcth not away," «/«tp«r7»» : and I Pet, v. 4. " Ye (hall receive 
^ crown of glory that fadcth not away," u/ixfot/livtv : both relat- 
ing to the name of his everlafting amarant, which he has finely fct 
near the tree of life. Amarantus. f§s, fymholum eft immortaKtatis. 
Clem. Alexand. Hume, 

I- 363. I—Like a fea of jafper fltone,'] Jafper is a precious ftouc 
of Several colours, but the green is mod et^ccmcd^ ^xv^ Xxeax^ Ssss&ft- 
Umilitude and reiembhnce to the fea. 
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No voice exempty no voice but wc)l could Joia 370 

Melodious part, fuch concord is io. heay'n. 

Thee, Father, firft they fung omnip6teot» 
Immutable, immortal, infioite. 
Eternal King ; Ttiee, author of all beiog, 
Fountain of light, thyfelf invifible 375 

Amidii the glorious brightne(s where thou iitt'ft 
Thron d inacceffible, but when thou fliad*ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant ihrine» 
Dark with exceflive bright thy (kirts appear $ 380 

Yet dazzle heaven^ that brighteft Seraphioi 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eycs* 
Thee next they fang of all creation firft^ 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitudef 
In whofe confpicuous count'nanccy withont^cloud 385^ 
Made vifible, th' Abnjghty Father* fbinea, - 
Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee 
Imprefis'd th' effulgence of his glory* abides^ 
Tran*fu8*d on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
He heav'n of heav'ns, and all the powVs therein^ 390 
By thee created ; and by thee threw down 
Th* afpiring dominations : thou that day ^ 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didft not fpare. 
Nor ftop thy 6aming chariot- wheels, that (hook 
Hcav'n's everlafting frame, while o'er the necks 395 
Thou drov*ft of warring angels difarray'd. 
Buck from purfuit thy pow'rs with loud acclaim 
'J'hee only' extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 

L. 380. Dark with excejjive bright tJ.y Jkirts appear.'} Milton has 
tliefamc thought of darknefs occafioned hy glory, I 599. Bright^ 
n^fi had made inviftbU This alfo explains his meaning here; the 
cxcefs of brishtnei's had the cffcft of darknefs, invifibility. What 
an idea of glory ! the (kirts only not to he looked on by the beings 
ncareft to God, but when doubly or trebly (haded by a cloud and 
both win§s. What then is the iull blaze ! JRichardfcn, 
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aaa : him through their malice falPoi 400 
lercy' and grace> thou didH not doom 

but much more to pity* incline : 
lid thy dear and only Son 
re purposed not to doom frai] man 
but much more to pity' inclin'd. 405 

afe thy wrath, and end the llrife 
.nd juftlce in thy ftice difceru'd, 
of the bhTs wherein he fat 
liee, offered himfelf to die 
fFence. O unexampled love, ^im, 

ere to be found lef^ than divine ! 

God,. Saviour of men, thy name 

copious matter of my foiig 

and never (hall my harp thy praifc 

from thy Father's praifie disjoin. 415-; 

y in heav'n, above the (larry fpherc, 
|r hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
jpon the firm opacous globe 
od world, whofe firft convex divides 
IS inferior orbf, inclos'd ' J^ZQ* 

, and th' inroad of darknefs old, 
ed walka. A globe far oflF 
ow feems a boundlefs continent 
J, and wild, under tht frown of' nighf 
)s'd, and ever- threatening ftorms J^y 

luft'ring round, inclement flcjr ; 

(ide which from the wall of heav'Dr 
ant far, fome froall reflexion gains 
Ing air left vex'd with -temped loud. 

the fiend at large in fpacious field. 430) 
ulture on lmao8 bred, . 

ure.'] Lat. L e. •/ a finan^ pmrft fights A ftry? 
bigger than aa eagle, of an excellent AfBity of 
ng above all other birds ; fo that i( cut prndvc: 
dead carcafcs filly mU« oiT^* 1A& ^f(|axAM%»^ 
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Whofc ffiowy ridgc the roting Tartar boimdS) 

Diflodging from a region fcarce of prey,. 

To gorge the flefh of lambs or yeanling kids^ 

On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow'ard the fprings 43$^ 

Of Ganges or Hydafpes^ Indian dreams ; 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sericana, where Chinefes drive 

three days before any great flaughter. They feed only, upon car- 
cafes, but prey not upon any living creatures. 

Ibid. Jmaus] Lat. Gr. Tart, contraftcd from Mus Tag,Xtm 
if}e mountain offnoTv, as the Tartars call it ; being always covered 
therewith. A vaft high mountain in Afia, a part, of mount Taor 
rus, fifing from it near the Cafpian fra, and esttending to the ipring 
of the Ganges. It parts Tartary from India, dividing it into tw» 
parts, i. e. Tartary within, and Tartary without the Imaus ; now 
Dalanguer, 

L 43». Tartar,"] Syr. i. e. dark; a remnant; becaufe they are 
thought to be the remainder of the ten tribes of Ifrael. TarUry is 
s^ very large country between Mufcovy and India, about 3C00 miles 
4d length, and 2250 miles in breadth ; the third part of Afia. 

L. 436. Gangef,] Ind. i. e. the river; or from a. king of that 
* name. A famous river of India, larger than any in Europe, ex- 
cept the Volga and Danube, efi^dally when it overftpws ; but not- 
ed for the goodnefjj and lightncfs of its water. The Indians fay, it 
fandifies them when they drink or wafb themielves in it. Four or 
five hundred thoufand of them are. feen about it, throwing money, 
into H, &c, which they thinly. may be ufeful to them when dead. 
The Great Mogul, and all others, drink the waters of it ; for it is 
carried far and. near, and. fold at a dear price, becaufe they foolilhlf 
fancy that it fprings from paradifc. 

Ibid. Hydafpcs.'^, Ind. from a king of that name. Another fa- 
mous river of India, which run? by Nyfa, Labor, and other great 
cities, into the Indian ocean^ 

li. 438. SeYlcana.] Arab. i. e. the country of Seres, The pofte- 
vity of Joktan, who, from Arabia Felix, peopled that part of India 
between' Indus and Hydafpes, near to Chinas now called Cathay, 
Tart. i. c. a great eajiern country. Thofe ancient people were the 
inventors and firft workers of filk ; from whence it is called Seri' 
cum. This and China was called the filken kingdom \ for in one 
province of China (as Le Comte fays) there feems to be filk fuffi- 
cicnt for all the world. See p. 138. 

Ibid* Cbiiiefe.] The people of China. This people, for their 
numbers, learning, laws, cuftoms, &c> differ from all others, be- 
TAufc they have no convcrfation with any. They are very cun- 
ningf conceited, induflrious, almod all Pagans, and grand cheats. 
The Cbinefe have above 60,000 \ctters, 'vct tvoi 3t\iCi\a •j.tDo viox^s 
qod. write. fivro. the top xq the bg\^Qia Qi xVvt v^-i^i. TVrw ^ow 
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fails and wind their cany waggons light : 
this vfindf'k^L of lafid, the fiend 440 

'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 
'., for other creature in this place^ 
g or lifelefSy to be found was none ; 
yet, but ftorc hereafter from the earth 
itber like aereal yapours flew 445 

things tranfitory* and vain, when fin 
vanity had fill'd the works of men ; 
all things vain, and all who in vain things 
their fond hopes of glory' or lading fame, 
ippinefs in this or th' other life ; 450 

bo have their reward on earth, the fruits 
linful fuperftition and blind zeal, 
ht feekiiig but the praife of men, here find 
;tribution, empty as their deeds ; 
i' unaccompli/h'd works of Nature's hand, 45.5, « 
live, monflrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
Iv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
inal difiblution, wander here : 
a the msighb'ring moon, as fome have dream'd ; 
: argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

Qated faints, or middle fpirits, hold 
ixt th' angelical and human kind : 

lb plain, that in many places of it, they drive waggons made 
Mt of cane, with fails and winds. 

144. None yet y &c.] Dr. Bentley is for reje£Hng this verfe, • 
ty-four more which follow, as an infertion of the editor ; 
:hink there can be no doubt of their genuinenefs, whatever 
nay be of their goodnels. Mr. Richardfon thinks the Pa- 
of Fools is finely imagined ; but it muft be owned, that it is 
I more npon the taflc of the Italian poets than of the an- 

Newton, 
460. Ibofe argent fields ^ Ac.] There is no queflion, I be- 
now among philofophcrs that the moon is inhabited ; but it 
tly to be qutftioncd, whether this notion of our authpr be 
:hat the inhabitants there are iranjlated faints, or Jpirits, of a 
.• nature, between angels and men ; for, as the moon is cer- 
L*fs confiderablc in itftlf than our earth, \t Vsnot VvVsX^ >3KaX 
zbitunts Ibould be fo much more con(idci3\^« Kcwton* 
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Hither of ill-join'd foDs and daughteis born- 
Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then renowa'd : 465. 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 

I Of Sv-nnaiir, and flill with vain defigq 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 
Others came iingle ; he who to be deemM 
A god, leap'd fondly into .^na flames, 471 

Empcdocles ; and he who to enjoy 

I Plato's El > Hum, leap'd into the fea, 

O'.'ombrotus ; and many more too long, ■ 

L. 467. Scnnaary] or Sbir..ir; Hcb. i. t, fcattering\ l)ecauie t!tf 
people were liaricrcd over ail the cartli ; or Jtrikiug out of a ttoHl, 
from the coi.fulion of bngiiagcs. Gen. x. to. A part of ChoUca, 
where Nimrod biiilt his tower. 

J^. 471. Emped»cki.] Lat. from the Gr. i. cftiibltin glory, A 
vain-glorious pniiofbphcr, hiftorian, and poet, and difciple of Py- 
thagoras ; born at Agrigcntum in Sicily, the fon of Mcon, who 
once refufcd a kingdom. He flourifhed in the 84th Olympiad, 
A. M. 335^9 and b^^ibre Jcfus Chrifl 486. He wrote a book of 
natiinil philofbphy in heroick vrrfc ; and is Aippofed to be the 6rft 
that had any knowledge of rhetorick. To be honoured as a god 
alter death, he Hole from his company by night, and threw him- 
ielf into the mouth of mount ^tna, as if he had been traoflatfd 
into heaven ; but the flames threw up his braien fandals, and /boo 
betrayed his ambition. See Horat. de arte poet. But others &y, 
that he fell into the lea, and was drowned. 

L. 47a. Plato."] Lat. from the Gr. i. e. hroad ; becaufe he wai 
hunch- backed, and broad in his forehead. His 6r(l name was A- 
rift odes, Gr. i» e. the beft glory ^ for the name of hts grandfather; bot 
he retained the latter. A famous philofopher, born at Athens 
A. M. 3625, befow Jefus Chrift 375 ; lie died A. M. 3706, aged 
81, and upon the fame day he was born. Being an infant, and 
flccping one day under a myrtle tree, a fwann of bees fettled upoa 
his lips ; ■ which was taken for an omen, that he (hould be very ekK 
qncnt | which happened to be true ; and therefore, he was called 
the Athenian hee, for the fweetnefsof his ftyle. By his traTcU into 
( ^sypt, Chaldea, India, and reading the b«oks of Mofes and the 

i prophets, he attained great* knowl^e of God, religion, and na- 

tUK ; therefore he is called the £vitit PMo: 
I L. 473' CIeotnbrotu5,\ Lati Gr. I. c. th^ ghry of moriah< A 

fdoUfti. young Greek of Ambrad4, a eify-of Epirus, who was Co much 
taken with Plato's book of the immortalitiy of the fbulj that he 
Uapod headlong from a wail intjo the jibii) t^^ fooiuci u> \k^ % "^vx^. 
kcr.ofthe hh& m Siyruimk- Cic«ro. 
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Embryoea, and idiots, ercmits, and friars 

White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 475 

Here pilgrims roaip, tb^t ftray'd fo far to feek 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heay'o ;, 

And they who to be ifurc of Paradife, 

Dying put on the weeds of Domioick, 

Or in Francifcan think to pafs difguis'd ; 480 

They pafs the planets feven, and pafs the fixM, 

And that cry flail ine fphere wbofe balaqqe weighs 

Im 474* Ertrntf^l or hermts ; Or. i. e. Jwefhrs in the tuHder* 
nefs- At firfti kplj^ ne o, who, for the £ike of Ghrift and their live; , . 
ID hot periccutioDs, hid themfeiTcs in dc%ts,. dcRSrand caves, and 
|ave themlelvei Mii^Alj to fading, prayer, and great aufterities. 

I- 476- i^*4»ww.] Fr. from the JLat. i. c. grangers. Men that 
tniTellcd through foreign conntri^, to pay their. devotions to faints, 
deported, Ihriiies, relicks. The. Gfarii^ian pilgrims went to Jcfikiar 
lem, Rome, St.J^gq, &€.; and the TurkiA to Mecca tn Arabia, 
ev^ year, in iblemn proceflion, to vifit.tbe tpmb of Mahommed. 

l^ 477* G9lx0tba.\ Heb. Syr. i. e. a/cuJI ; heau^ of the fcnlls 
aai other bones of criminals, eaecuted there. The place where 
Chrift was cmcified, Matth. xxvii. 33. u|ion the north fide of Je« . 
va&km 

L. AigmDcmitttk,] Span. Ital. Fr. Lat. U e. th lord, Domi-t. 
ricns, a Spaniard^ was the author of that order called DptmnieM 
friarSf inftituted A. D; 1305.. Tiie inqniiitois are of this order* 
Some Ignorant creatures, p^ut upon dying pcrfiuis a prieft*s robe of 
thefe orders, to carry, them fafe through purgatory. 

L.4So. Fraud/can.'] St^ Francis was an Ttaliaa merchant, firft 
called 70^;!, who ipAituted the ord^r of Frandfcan friars, A. D. 
II9»- 

ti. 4Sz« Platteis,"] Lat, Gr, 1. e. vfotitlerit^ ftars ; becaufe of their 
Uri&us motions. An afhonomical term. They are feven in num- 
^r,tjjiz. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, and the Moon. 

is, 482. Atid that chryflaLhie fphere^ &c.] He fpeaks licrc ac- 
^rtiing to the ancient aftronon:y, adopted and improved by Pto- 
*my. Tbey pafs the piartets feven, our planetary or- fblar lyftcm ; 
^id beyond this pa/s thefix'd, the firmament or fpher^ of the fixed 
^r»; flwi/ beyond this that chryfialliue fplere, the chryfialUnc hea- 
'fn, dear as chryflal, to which the Ptolemaicks attributed a fort of ■ 
[Ibration or fhakinsr, (the treptdition fo much talked of,) to account 
'*>* certain irregularities in the motion of the ftars ; av.d beyond this 
^^t firfi tHOv*d^ the pr't mum mohiley the fpl.crc which wa5 both the 
""■ft movcil ami tlie firft mover, communir.itinj its motii>ns to all 
J«c lower fphercs; and beyond this was the crrip^vvAW V\vi;inc\\, \\^^ 
**5?f ofOcd and the angels. And wlivn XV.c ^ucV m^iuuovis Vv.^vj" vC > 
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The trepidation talk'd, and that firft movM: 

And now Saint Peter at hcav'n^s wicket feems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 

Of heav'n's afcent they lift their feet, when lo 

A violent crofs wind from either coaft 

Blows them tranfverfe, ten thoufand leagues awry 

Into the devious air : then might ye fee 

Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, toft, 499 

Aiid flutter'd into rags 5 then reliques, beads. 

Indulgences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls. 

The fport of winds : all thefe upwhirl'd aloft 

Fly o'er the backfide of the world far off 

Into a limbo large and broad, fince call'd 495 

The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the fiend found as he pafs'd $ 

ivlcketf he does it the better to ridicule the notbns of tbofe n^ioni 
he places here in the Paradife of Fools. 

L. 491. Reiiques,'] or Reficks ; Fr. Ital. Span. Lat. i. c. rcmmnty 
or fragments^ viz, of the bodies and ctothes of faints prciervcd by 
Roman Catholicks, with great veneration, fuch as a finger, a toe, » 
tooth, a girdle, &c. and ail woHhippcd by them. 

Ibid. Beads] Teut. Sax. Dut. L e. prayers. Round balls made 
of aml)er, wax, wood, glafs, filver, gold, commonly of fifteen tens» 
&c, which the Romanifls count at prayers, by reckoning of which, 
they know how often they have repeated tiicir Pater-nofter^ Ave* 
Maryy Credo, 6c. 

L. 492« Indulgences ] Fr. ItaL Span. Port. Lat. i. e. hearings or 
coaxing "with one. Relaxations or liberties granted by the popes, 
to difpcnfe with (bme duties, or removing the inflid^on of ibme 
temporal puni(hment, due for fms pad, or to come. Cardinal Bd- 
larmine affirms, that indulgences are granted for 25,000 years; but 
they are fold at a very high price. 

Ibid. DifpenfeSy] or ^difpenfations ; Fr. Ital. Lat. Suffcrings or 
permiflGons granted by the popes, to do things contrary to the laws 
of God and man for fo much money. 

Ibid. Bulls.] Lat. Gr. i. e. councils ; becaulc formerly they were 
granted by the confcnt of a council of ftate^ 

' L. 495- Limbo.] Ital. Span. Lat. i. e. the harder of a garment y 

vulg. Umhus pairum, A place fancied by papifts bordering upoa - 

hel), where, they fay, the fouls of all the patriarchs, and other juft 

men, from the beginning, were cot\(\t\ed, uVYCWv^, ^\. \\\i ^^SSlsw^^ 

dcfccnded thither, and fct them ?k.t\ibcitY» 
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And long he wander'd, till at laft a gleam 

Of dawning light turn'd thitherward in hafte 500 

His travelPd fteps ; far didant he defcries, 

Afcending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of hcav'n, a ftru6lure high ; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appeared 

The work as of a kingly palace-gate, -505 

With frontifpiece of diamond and gold 

Embellifli'd ; thick with fparkling orient gems 

The portal (hone, inimitable on earth 

By model, or by fhading pencil drawn. 

The flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 510 

Angels afcending and defcending, bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from £fau Red 

To Padan-aram, in the field of Luz 

L. 510. Jacob,"] Heb. 1. c. holding the heel, or trtpfinx up his Iro' 
fher*s hee/si becaufe he laid hold of his brother's heel in the birth, 
-as if he would deprive him of his birthright at iirA, Gen. xxv. 26; 
0i JuppianteTi or deceiver, because he outwitted his brother Efau moro 
than once, Gen. xxrii. 27, 36. Hof. xii. 3.; tbe fccond fon of 1-. 
iaac and Rebecca, and father of the twelve patriarchs. He was 
born about A. M. 2130, and died in Egypt 147 years of age. He 
was a grand mafter of afhonomy, aflrology, &c, and alio a divine 
prophet. 

Li. 51a. Efau.'] Heb. i. c. wrought or perfeBed ; becaufe he was 
more complete at his birth than other children, being covered all 
over with hair, as one that is old, and of a ftronger conftitution, 
Ocn. xxT. aj. 

!*• 513. Padan-aramJ] Hcb» i. e. a pair of rivers, tMz. the Eu- 
phrates andthe Tygris. It is called Padsn only, i. e. a pair; fome- 
xiTSie^ Aram, i. e. a river of Aratnia, or Syria ; fometimcs 'Nahara- 
jlm^ i. c. rivers ; and Padan-aram : by the Greeks Mefopotamia^ 
a. e. in the middle of rivers ; by the Arabs Al-gezira, i. e. tbe ifland ; 
liy the Latins luteramnia, becaufe it lies along the banks of two 
rivers, and by the modern Arabians Diarbee, or Diarhecb, i. e. the 
Athens country. To this country Jacob was fent by his mother, to 
aToid the revenge of his brother, and dwelt twenty-one years. 

Ibid. Luz.'] Heb. Arab. L'i. a tiut-^ree, or rather tbe almond^treei 
becaufe many of tho(e trees- grow thereabout : an ancient city in 
Canaan. In memory of the glorious vifion that Jacob had near to 
it he called it Bethel^ i. c. tbe houfe of Cod ; which name it kept for 
many ages after. 
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I>rcaming by night under the open fky, 

And waking cry'd, This is the gate of hear'n^ 51J ' 

Each (lair myAerioufly was meant, nor flood 

There always, but drawn up to heaven fometimet 

Viewlefs, and underneath a bright fea flowed 

Of jafper, or of h'^uid pearl, xwhereon 

Who after came from earth, failing arrived 510 

Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Rapt in a chariot -drawn by fiery fteeds. 

The Hairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The fiend by eafy' afcent, or a^^gravate 

His fad exclufion from the doors of Uifs : jij, 

Dired againfl which opened from beneath, 

Juft o'er the blifsful feat of Paradife, 

A pafTage down to th' earth, a paflage wide. 

Wider by far than that of after*timc8 

Over mount Sion, and, though that were Ivge^ 5Jt 

Over the promis'd land to God fo dear ; 

By whicli, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes. 

On high behefts his angels to and fro 

Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 335 

To Beerfaba, where the holy land 

L. 535. Pantas.] Web. from pane and i«, i. «. the moMth 6f the 
-waters ; becaufe a vaft flood of waters flow out 6f h; ice Gett* 
xxxii. 30. and the fbarce of the Nile ; a fountain in Pale(Kna, near 
the old town Lais or Leibem, and the Panean cave, irom whkb 
that country was called Paneas, 

Ibid. Jordan,] or Jarden ; Heb. compoDnded of jar, i. e ie/tend" 
tug or rapid; or frotn jarai^ Heb. i. e. he iefeended^ becauie of its 
rapid current from the mountains; and dan^ becaufe it ran by the 
old city Dan, from Dan the patriarch, i. e. « jnd^ Thcfe two 
fountains uniting there, make the river J«rdsn» ib fboaens for many 
miracles; as the Tame and Ifis, or Oule, pitting their ftreams a 
little below Dorcheftcrin Oxfordfliire, makethe river Thames. It 
is the chief river of Canaan ; rifing at the foot of mount Lebanon, 
runs by the borders of it on the caft, whence to the fouth in a 
cour& of 6fty leases, till it lofcth itfcif in the Dead fea. 
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orders on Egypt and th* Arabian fhore ; 
widi the opening fccm*d, where bounds were fet 
oda-knefs, fuch as bound the ocean-wave. 
at;n from hence, now on the lower flair, 540 

lat fcal'd by fteps of gold to heaven-gate, 
ooks down with wonder at the fudden view 
f all this world at once. As when a fcout 
hpough dark and defert ways with peril gone 
11 night, at' laft by break of cheerful dawn 54J 

btains the brow of fome high-climbing hill, 
liich to his eye difcovers unaware 
be goodly profpeA of fome foreign land 
rft feen, or fome renown 'd metropolis 
ith glift*ring fpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 550 

hich now the rifing fun gilds with his beams : 
ch wonder feiz'd, though after heaven feen, 
le fpi'rit malign ; but much more envy feiz'd, 
: fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
tund he furveys (and well might, where he flood j^g 
high above the circling canopy 
' night's extended (hade) from eaflern point 
' Libra, to the fleecy flar that bears 
idromeda far off Atlantick feas, 
yond th' horizon ; then from pole to pole 560 

s views in breadth ; and without longer paufe 
>wn right into the world's fird region throws 

^. 53^» Beerfaba,"] or Bterjhela\ Hcb. i. c, the well of the eatb 
:ovenant ; becsufe there Abraham and Abimelech made an aU 
tce upon oath, Gen. xxi. 3a. A town fitnated upon the utmoll 
inds ot the Holy L.and, forty miies from Jerufalem ibuthward, 
'. built upon that account. 

-•• 537> Arabia,'] Hcb, i. c. hlackj mixedj a reHeri becaufe the in- 
itants are fuch : rather from ereb, Heb. i. e. the tvefi, becauft it 
on the weft of Judea. A large country in Afia, between Egypt 
. Judea, the Red Tea, and tiie Perfian gulf, divided into the 
ny, the Dcfart, and the Happy. It was firft peopled by Joktan 
. his thirteen ions ; by Ifmacl, founder of the Hagarens or Sara- 
B ; then by Efau, and from him came twelve %fvaii \\\Virk^^ ^tA 
•yany nations. 
9L, /. I, 
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His flight precipitant, -and winds with eafe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way^ 
Amongft innumerable ftars, that (hone 6< 

Stars diflanty but nigh- hand feem'd other worlds > 
Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy iilcs. 
Like thofe Hefperian gardens fam*d of oldf 
Portunatc fields, and groves, and flow'ry- vales ; 
Thrice happy iflcs, but who dwelt happy there 
He ftay'd not to enquire. Above them all 
The golden fun, in fplendour liked heaven, 
Allur'd his eye ; thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down^ 
By centre, or eccentrick, hard to tell. 
Or longitude,) where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar con flellat ions thick, 
That from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Difpenfes light from far ; they as they move 
Their flarry dance in numbers that compute 
Days, months, and years, tow'ards his all-cheering I 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turn'd 
^By his magnetick beam, that gently warms 
The univerfe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unfeen. 
Shoots invifible virtue ev'n to the deep : 
So wondroufly was fet his flation bright. 
There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the fun's lucent orb 
Through his glazM optick tube yet never faw. 
The place he found beyond expreffion bright^ 
Compar'd with ought on earth, metal or ftone ; 

L. 568, He/perian.'] JLat. Gr. i. c. -weftern. The famous gj 
©f Hcfpcnis, the brother of Atlas, (faid to be in the weftern i 
bf Cape Verde, or the Canaries, which belong to Africa, a 
under the evening ftar, which the Greeks and Latins call he 
and vefperus), wherein were golden apples kept by a watchfu 
gon. The fable is taken from the garden of Eden, and the 
WU8 irmts there. 



PARADISE LOST. xd 

rts Vkei but all alike rnformM 

in ligVt) as glowing ir'on with fire s 

pan feemM gold, part filver clear '^ 595 

:arbanc]e moft or chryfolite, 

opaz, to the twelve that (hone 

i breaft-plate, and a ftone beficfes 

rather oft than clfcwhere feen, 

r, or like to that which here below 600 

TS in vain fo long have fought, 

rough by their powVful art they bind 

[ermes,^and call up unbound 

Oiapes old Proteus from the fea^ 

irough a Kmbeck to his native form. 605^ 

idcr theq if fields and regions here 

hrbuncli,'] Dut.Tcut. Ital. Span. Lat. i. c. a nuU burn^ 
precious (lone, icfembling a burning coal in its luftrc 

foHu,'] Lat. Gr. i. c. « golden ficne ; becaufe it (bines 

^3^.] Lat. i. e. red\ a precious (lone of a glorious red 
d as blood. In Hebrew achlama, from which the Greeks 
yftf i. e. rut to inebriate; for it is reported to be an anti- 
kenneis. It is found in the Ea(l Indies, the Stony A- 
nia, Egypt, Cyprus, &c. 

jz.] Heb. from which the Greeks formed topazion^ i. e* 
(lone of a golden and green colour, found in Ethiopia, 
19. and in the ifland Topazium, which lies in the Ara* 

'faron.'] Heb. i. e. a mount an* This name was given 
[ration, predicting bis high advancement and dignity, 
th upon mount Hor, Heb. i. c. a mountmn. The elddl 
ram, older than Mofes-by three years, yet named lad; 
jrpt about A. M. 2460. The fird high pried of the 
ine eleAion. He died A. M. 2583, in the 123d year 
before Jefus Chrid 1448, in the land of Edom. Judin,. 
rofs midake, calls him Anras, and the Ton of Mofes. 
'though ly their poviWful art they hind, t^c.] Though by- 
ul art they bind and ^x quickdlver, and change their- 
oond, unfixed, into as many various (hapes as Proteus,, 
uced at lad to its fird original form. Hermes^ another 
crcury or quickfilver, which is very fluid and volatile,, 
be fixed. Proteus, a fea-goJ, who could transform him- 
-lous (hapes, till, being clofely prcded, he returned tohis. 
form, Newton, 
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Breathe forth eHxir pure, and rivers run 

Potable geld, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chemick fun, fo far from us remttey 

Produces, with terreftrial humour mix'd, ( 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 

Of colour glorious, and effcft fo rare ? 

Here matter new to gaze the dcviJ met 

Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands ; 

For fight no obftacle found here, nor (hade, . < 

But all fun-fhine, as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th* equator, as they now 

Shot upward ftill dire6^, whence no. way round 

Shadow from body' opaque can fall ; , and th' ajr^ 

No where fo clear, fharpcn'd his vifual ray, i 

To objefts diftant far> whereby he foon 

Saw within ken a glorious angel ftand,^ 

The fame whom John faw alfo in the fun ^ 

His back was turn'd, but not his brightnefs hid | 

Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar < 

Circled his head, nor lefs his locks behind 

Illuftrious pn his (boulders Bedge with wingt 

Lay waving round ;. on ibme great charge employed 

He feem'd, or fix'd in cogitation deep. 

(jrlad was the'fpi'rit impure, as now in hope • 

To find who might direft his wand'ring flight 

To Paradife, the happy feat of Man, 

His journey's end, and our beginning wo. 

But firft he cafts to change his proper fliape. 

Which clfe might work him danger or delay : 

And now a ftripling cherub he appears, 

Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmil'd celeftial, and to every limb 

L. 613, John,'] Hcb. Johonan, i. c. gracious ; a proper nam 
men among the Jews, mentioned i Chron, xii. 12. Jer. xli 
John the Baptift, John the apoftle, John Mark, &c. Here, tl 
po(lle and author of the book of the Revelations, vho faw an s 
in tAc/iin, chap. xix. J 7, 18. Secthcr^. 
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ale grace diffus'd, fo well he feign M : 

r a coronet his flowing hair $40* 

h OQ cither cheek play*d ; wings he wore 

any a colour'd plume, fprinkled with gold ; 

abit fit for fpeed fuccin^, and held 

: his decent ileps a filver wand. 

ew not nigh unheard ; the angel bright, 645; 

e drew nigh, his radiant vifage turned, 

nifh'd by his ear, and flrait was known 

irchangel Uriel, one of the feven 

in God's prefence, neareft to his throne, 

ready at command, and are his eyes 65O' 

"un through all the' heavens, or down to the' earths 

lis fwift errands, over moift and dry, 

ea and land : him Satan thus accoils : 

e), for thou of thofe fev'h fpi*rit8 that ftand 

It of God's high throne, glorioufly bright, 6§^ 

rft art wont his great authentick will 

reter through higheft heav'n to bring, 

J all his fons thy embaffy attend ; 

ere art likelieft by fupreme decree 

lonour to obtain ; and as his eye, b^a 

it oft this new creation. round;. 

akable defire to fee, and know 

cfe his wondrous works, but chiefly man,. 

ief delight and favour, him for whom 

sfc his works fo wondrous he ordain'd, 66^: 

3rought me from the choirs of CherabiniJ 

thus wand'ring. Brighteft Seraph, tell 

8, Unel.] Heb. i. e. tht Hght of God. Milton, from thefcn/c' 
ame,. vcry^ properly imagines this angel to be the preiident: 
jn ; for the ancients thought that all the fupcrior orbs were: 
I by fome divine intelligence, which moved them to worfhip. 
)S. One of the feven archangels of the prefence,. which* 

be taken from Zech. iv. lo,&c. not from Toliit xii. 15.;; 
number mentioned there is an apocr>'pha( ftory. -Kowcvcf,, 
le is not found in h«ly fcripture, but in tho. Apocrypha*, 

iv. J, J.(J. 

L 3 
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In which of all thefe (hining orbs hath man 

His fixed feat» or fixed feat hath none, 

But all thefe (hining orbs hi« choice to dwell ; 670. 

That I may find him» and with, fecret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath beftow'd 

Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour'd ; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet, 67JJ 

The univerfal Maker we may praifc ; 

Who juftly hath driven out his rebel- foes^ 

To deepeft hell, and, to repair that lofs. 

Created this new happy, race of men 

To fcrve him better : wife are all his ways». €(80 

So fpake the falfe difiembler unperceiv'd y 
For neither man nor angel can difcern. 
Hypocrify, the only* evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone,. 

By his permiffive will, through heav'ti and earth : 6^5 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
At wifdom*8 gate, and to fimplicity 
ReHgns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems : which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 690 

The fharpeft-fighted fpi'rit of all in heaven ; 
Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul. 
In his uprightnefs, anfwer thus returned : 

Fair angel, thy defire which tends to know 
Tfle works of God, thereby to glorify 695^ 

The great Work-maftcr, leads to no excefs 

I^. 694, Fair Mgel, &c.] In the anfwer which the angel returns 
to the diiguiied evQ fpirit, there is fuch a becoming majefty as is al«. 
together iuitable to a fuperior being. The part of it, in which he 
rcprefents himiclf as prefent at the creation, is very noble in itfclf, 
and not only proper where it is introduced, but requifite to prepare 
the reader for what follows in the ieventh book. In the following 
part of the fpeech he points out the earth with fuch circumllances, 
that the reader can fcarce forbear fancying, hiinfclf employed on the 
^me diiUat view of it, Addijon. 
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t 
That readies .blame, but rather merits praife 
The more k feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus- alone. 
To witnefs with thine, eyes what feme perhapsi 70^^ 
Contented with report hear only' in heaven : 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
jiad in remembrance always with delight; 
But what created mind can comprehend 705;^ 

Their number^ or the wifdom infinite. 
That brought them forth, but hid their caufes deep ? 
t faw when at his word the formlefs mafs, 
This world's material mould,.' came ta a heap : 
^fonfufion beard his voice, and, wild uproar 710 

Stood rul'd, flood vaft in£nitude confin'd ; 
Till at bis fecood bidding darknefs .fled». 
Xiiight (hone* and order from diforder fprung : : 
Swift to their fcveral quarters bailed then 
The cumbrous elements^ earth, flood, air, fire ; 715; 
^nd this ethereal quintefibncc of heaven^ 
T'lew upwards fpirited with various forms^. 
^hat roll'd orbicular, and turn'd to ftars 
Kumberlefs, as thoafceft, and how they mov^; 
£ach had his place appointed, each his courfe ; 721^ 
The reft in circuit walls.this uniyerfe. 
Look downward on that globe, whofe hither fide. 
With light from hence, though but reflcdled^ fhines ; 
That place is earth, the feat of man ; that light 
His day, which elfe, as th* other hemifphere, 725 

Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 
(So call that oppofite fair flar) her aid 
T-imely' interpofes, and her monthly round 
Still ending, flill renewing, through mid hcav*n, 
With borrowed light her countenance triform 73© 

Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten the* earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks lUc ui^bt% 
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That fpot to which I point is Paradifcy 
Adam's abode, thofe lofty (hades his bower : 
Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735 
- This faid, he turn'd ; and Satan bowing low, . 
As to fuperior fpiVits is wont in heaven. 
Where honour due and reverence none negled^s. 
Took leave, and tow'ard the coaft of earth beneath, 
Down from the* ecliptick, fpcd with hop'd fuccefs, 74O' 
Throws his ftcep flight in many an airy wheel ; 
Nor ftay'd, till on Niphates^ top he lights. 

L, 740, EcSptick,] of ecGpfei Lat. Gr. i. c « dtfe& of Rght, An 
agronomical term. A great wide circle in the heavens, extending 
between the two tropicks, crofs the equator, wherein the fun moves 
through the twelve (igns of the xodiack in his yearly' courie, and 
there the eclipfesdo happen. 

L. 741. In many an airy •wheel.'] This fportivc moUon is at- 
tributed to Satan for joy that he was now fo near his journey*s end : 
And it is veiy properly takes notice of here, as it is faid to have 
been obfervcd by the angel Uriel afterwards, in E, IV. 1. 567. 

I dcfcribM his way, 

Bent on all fpeed, and mark'd his airy gait. 

So l)eautifully do not only the greater, but even the minuter parts 
of this poem hang together. Neivtotu 

L. 742, Nipbates»] Lat* Gr. i. e. fnowy ; becauie it. is generally 
covered with faow. It is a very high mountain, part of mount 
Taurus, between Armenia and Mefopotamia, not far from ParadUe^, 
and the fourcc of Euphrates and Tigris. * 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 



The ARGUMENT of Book IV. 

SATAN now in profpeil of Eden f and mgb the place 
inhere he muft now attempt the held enter prize nnhicb he 
undertook ahne againft God and man, falls into many 
doubts with himfelfy and many pajpons^ fior^ envyy and 
defpair ; hut at length confirms himfelf in evil, journeys 
on to Paradife^ whofe outward profpeS andjituation is 
defer ibed^ overleaps the hounds ^ fits in thejhape of a 
cormorant on the tree of life^ as higheft in the garden^ 
to look about him. The garden defcribed ; Satat^s firfl 
Jight of Adam and Eve; bis wondir at their; excellent 
form and happy fiate^ hut with refolution to work their 
fall; overhears their difcourfe ; thence gathers ^ that the 
tree of knowledge was forbidden them to eat of^ under 
penalty of death ; and thereon intends to found his temp' 
tationf hy /educing them to tranfgrefs : Then leaves tbem 
a whilcf to know farther of their fate hy fofne- other 
means. Meanwhile Uriel defcending on a fun-heam^ 
warm Gabriel^ who bad in charge the gate of Para^ 
dife^ that fome evilfpirit had efcaped the deepf and paffed 
at noon hy his fphere, in thejhape of a good angel^ donun 
to Paradlfe^ difcovered after by his furious geflures in 
the 7nount, Gabriel promifes to find him ere morning. 
Night coming on^ Adam and Eve difcourfe of going to 
their reji : Their bower defcribed ; their evening wjor^ 
Jl^ip, Gabriel^ drawing forth his hands of night-watch 
to walk the round of Paradife^ appoints two flrong 
angels to Adam^s bower ^ left the evil fpirit JI?ould he 
there doing fome harm to Adam or Eve fieeping ; there- 
they find him at the ear of Eve^ tempting her in a 
dreaviy and bring him^ though unw.'l/ingt to Gabriel : 
By whom qneji toned ^ he fcornfully anfwers ; prepares 
rejijlance ; but hindered hy a ftgn from heaven^ fiiss out. 
of Paradip, 
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Book iv. 



OFor that warning voice, wliich he who faw 
Th* ApQcalyps heard cry in heaven aloud, 
'Then when the J^agon, put to fccond rout. 
Came furious down \q be revenged on men, 
JFo t9 the inhabitants Cm earth ! that now, c 

While time was, our firh. parents had been warn'd 
The coming of their fecrci foe, and *fcap'd. 
Haply fo ^fcap'd his mortal fiare : for now 
Satan, now firft inflam'd with ra^^e, came down. 
The tempter ere th' accufcr of mankind, lo 

To wreak on innocent frail man his IoIa 
Of that firft battle, and his flight to helJ : 
Yet not rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold. 
Far off, and fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft. 
Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 15 

Now rolling t)oiIs in his tumultuous breaft. 
And like a devilifh engine back recoils , 
Upon himfelf : horror and doubt diftradl 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom flir 
The hell within him ; for within him hell 20 

He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 
One ftep, no more than from himfelf can fly 

By change of place: now confcience wakes dcfpair 
That flumber'd ; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what muft be 25 

Worfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfiie. 

Sometimes tow'ards Eden, whvd\ iiovj 'wiXmNY^-^ 
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Lay plcafant, his gricv'd look he fixes fad ; 
Sometimes tow'ards heav'n, and the full-blaz-'flg fuOi 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower- 3* 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs bey«»n : 

O thou that, with furpaifing glory crown'd, 
Look'fl from thy fole dominion like the god 
Of this new world ; at whofe figh^ all the ftars 
Hide their diminifh'd heads ; to thee I call, J J 

But with no friendly voice, apd add thy name, 

Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftatc 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy iphere ; 

Till pride, and worfe ambition, t^rew me down, 40 

Warring in heav'n againft heavVi's matchlefs King* 

Ah wherefore ! he defer vM lO fuch return 

From me, whom he createJ what I was. 

In that bright eminence and with his good 

Upbraided none ; n^** was his fervice hard. 4J 

What could be l^/s, than to afford him praife. 

The eaficft recompenfe, and pay him thanks. 

How due ? yet all his good prov'd ill in me. 

And wrought but malice : lifted up fo high 

I 'fdein'J fubje^flion, and thought one llcp higher 5* 

Would fct me high'eft, and in a moment quit 

The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude, 

So burdenfome ftill paying, ftill to owe, 

Forgetful what from him I ftill receiv'd ; 

L. 3a. thoUf &c.] When Milton dcfigned to have made onlf 
a tragedy of the Paradife Loft, it was his intention to have begun 
it with the firft ten lines of the following fpeech ; which he fhow- 
cd to his nephew Edward Philips, and others, as Philips informs 
us in his account of the life of his uncle. And, what a noble o-~ 
I^cning of a play would this have been ! The lines were certainly 
too good to be loft ; and the author has done well to employ them 
Iiere ; they could not have been better employed any where. Sa- 
tan is made to addrefs the fun, as it was the moft confpicuous part 
of the creation ; and the thought is vciy natural, of addrefling it 

like the god of this world, wVven Co mau-^ of \.Ka Vvc^tKca natioos 

have worihippcd and adored it as Cuch. isc-wton. 
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rftood not that a grateful mind 55 

owes Dot| but ftil) pays, at once 
and difchargM : what burden then ? 

powerful deftiny ordain'd 
Inferior angel ! 1 had flood 
py ; no unbounded hope had raised 60 

. Yet why not ? fome other power 
might ha?e afpir*d,. and me though mean 

his part ; hut other pow'rs as great 
iMit ftand unfhakenr, from within 
vithouty to all temptations arm'd. 65 

•u the fai^e free will and pow'r to ftand ? 
ft. Whom hftft thou then, or what, to' accufej 
n's free love, dealt equally to all ? 
is lotrc accursed, fince love or hate, 
ke, it deals eternal wo. 70 

*d be thou I fince againft his thy will 
rly what it now fb juftly rues, 
ible I which way MW I fly 
rath, and infinite defpair i 
ly I fly is hell | myfelf am hell $ 75 

e lowed deep, a lower deep 
it'ning to devour me opens wide, 

the hell I fuffer feems a heaven. 

laft relent ! is there no place 
epentance, none for pardon left f So 

but by fubmifBon ; and that word 
>rbid8 me, and my dread of (hame 
le fpi'rits beneath, whom I feduc'd 
:r promifes, and other vaunts 
ubmit, boafting I could fubdue 8 j 

[potent. Ay me ! they little know 

ly 1 abide that boaft fo vain ; 
lat torments inwardly I groan, 
7 adore me on the throne of hell^ 
I. M 
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With diadem and fceptre high advaocM) ^ 90 

The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme uc: 

In mifery : fuch joy ambition finds. 

But fay I could repent, and could obtain. 

By ad^ of grace, my former date ; how foon 

Would height recal high thoughts, how foon uniay 95 

What feign'd fubmiflion fwore ? eafe would recaat 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can true reconcilement grow, lii 

Where wounds of deadly -hate have piercM to oeep : 

Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe, I0» I 

And heavier fall : fo ihould 1 purchafe dear 

Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 

This knows my punlfher : therefore as hr 

From granting he, as I from begging peace ; 

All hope excluded thus, behold inftead • 105 

Of us outcaft, exiPd, his new delight. 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope ! and with hope farewel fear 1 

Farewel remorfe ! all good to me is loft : 

Evil, be thou my good ! By thee at leaft no 

Divided empire with heaven's King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 

As man ere long, and this new world, (hall know* 

Thus while he fpake, each pailion dimmM his face 
Thrice chang'd with, pale, ire, envy, and defpair ; 115 
Which marr'd his borrow'd vifage, and bttray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heav'nly minds from fuch diftempers foul 

L. 90. Diadem.'] Fr. Ital. Span. Lat. from the Gr. L e. iiui' 
ing abotti. What the Syrians call mtra, the Greeks named dLg^ 
ma^ and the Latins vittay fays Scaliger. A white fillet or fcaif, 
like the Torkifh turban, wherewith the ancient princes of Perfia, 
and the priefts alio, tied a crown about their heads : A kin^s 
crown. Alexander the Great brought the u(e of it firft into £a« 
Fopc, as Juftin reports. Cefar and Caligula refuied it ; but Aun* 
jUda WBS the firft Roman emperor that wore a diadem. 
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clear. Whereof he Jbon aware, 
turbation fmooth'd with outward calm> 120 
of fraud ; and was the firft 
EtisM falfehood under feintly (how, 
lice to conceal, couch'd with revenge, 
uough had pradis'd to deceive 
« warn'd j whofe ey6 purfu'd him down 1 25 
ho went, and on th' AfTyrian mount 
disfigur'dr more than could befal 
happy fort : hi» geftures fierce 
'd, and mad demeanour, then alonCf 
pposM, all unobfervM, unfeen.- 130 

fares^ and to the border comes 
, ,where d^icioua Paradife, 
rer, crowns with her inclofure green, 
a rural mound, the champain head 
p wildemeft ; whofe hairy fides 135 

cket overgrown, grotefque, and wild, 
eny*d ; and over head up grew 
Die height of loftieft (hade, 
3d pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
fcene ; and as the ranks afcend, 140 

lOve fhade, w woody theatre 

'^'^'where dericioui Var^&fe^ &c] Satan is now come t« 
of £dcn, where he has a nearer profpeQ of Paradiie« 
poet repreients as fituated in a champain country, upon 
a ftecp hill, called the Mount of Paradife* 
Cedar,'] Fr. Lat. from the Gr. a very large, thick, and 
nth fmall and (lender leaves. It is always green, never 
1 is detefhible to worms, becaufe of its bitter lap : The 
lointed their books with it, to keep them from being, 
n. 

3/»i.] Fr. Brit. Teut. ttal. Span. Dut. Lat. from the Gk 
md expanded ; becaufe its leaves refemble the palm of a 
d. The palm or date-tree. It was ufed of old as a fign 
, and vi£tory itfelf; becaufe the more it is. opprefled, tbe 
cth and fpreadeth. The palm was uied in the fervice of 
. xxiii. 40. ; and is fiud to be worn in Paradife itfelf^ 
), It was aUb the fign and reward of viO»n ui^^^ 
xmcu 
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Of ftatelieft view. Yf t higher than their tope 

The verdVous wall of Pftradife up fprang : 

Which to our general fire gave profped l^^gc 

Into his nqther empire neighboring round, 145 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodlieft irecBf loadea with fairefl fruit,^ 

Eloflbms and fruits at once of goklen hue^^ 

Appear'd, with gay enaraellM colours mix^d & 

On which the fun more glad innprefsM hia bctmtf IJ^ 

Than in fair evening-cloud, or humid bowy 

When God hath (how'r'd the earth i fo lovelf ftcmM 

That landfcape : and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart iofpirel 

Vernal delight and joy, able to. drivt 15J 

All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle galea 

Fanning their odoriferous wixigSi difpenfe. 

Native perfumes, and whifpcr ^f^ hence they fiole 

Thofe balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft i6a 

Mozambic, off at Tea north-eaft winds blow 

Sabean odours from the fpicy (bore 

Of Araby the Blefs'd ; with fuch delay 

Well pleas'd they flack their courfe, and many a league 

Chear'd with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles : 165 

So eiitcrtain'd thofe odorous fweets the fiend, 

Who came their bane ; though with them better pleased, 

Than Afmodeus with the fifl)y fume 

L.. i6x. Mozambici Mizartibica, and the Trench call it M»- 
zambique^ Ethiop. a little iHand, with a chief city built upon a ri» 
ver of tlic fame nanie, upon the caft coad of Africa, belonging to 
Zanguebar, 270 miles from Madagafcar to the we(V. It is bart«» 
and uAhealthfu), bat populous, becaufe of tlie great trade with the, 
Portuguele, who polTcfs it now. 

1.. 162, Saieaat\ of Saba, from Seba, or Saba, the Ton of Chas, 
tiie fixth Ton of Ham, Gen. sl. 7. Saba is the chief city of Ara-. 
bia the Happy, now Zibit, where there is great (lore of ciiinamoo, 
cadia, frankinccnic,. myrrh, and other fwect fpices. 

Xj0 i63. ^/wwkus,} Hcb. i» c. a dejiroj^r^ or fir€, A prince oi 
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That drove him, though enamour'd, from the fpoufe 
Of Tobit's fon, and with a vengeance fent i;^^ 

From Media poll to Egypt, there fail bound. 

Now to th' afcent of that deep favage hill 
Satan had journey'd on, penfive and fljw ; 
But farther way found none, fo thick entvvin'd, ' 
As one contimi'd brake, the undergrowth 17^ 

Of fhrubs and tangling bufhes had perplex'd 
All path of man or bead that pafs'd that way. 
One gate there cmly was, and that look'd eaft 
On th' 0ther fide : which when th* arch-felon faw, 
Due entrance he difdain'd, and in contempt, i8# 

At one flight bound high overleap'd M bound 
Of hill or highcft walji^ and (heer within 
JLiights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where fhepherds pen their ffocks at eve 185 
Id hurdled cotes amid the field fecure, 
I*cap8 o*er the fence with eafe into the fold : 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the ca/h 
Of fome rich burgher j whofe fubllantial doors, 
Crofs-barr'd and bolted faftj fear n^o afFault, 190 

1x1 at the window climbs, or. o'er the tiles : 
So clomb this firilgrand thief into God's fold ; 
So fince into his church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle tree, and higheft there that grew>. ' 195 
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true^ life. 

devils among the Rabbies. An evil fpjri£ who is ftid to have 
Bauntcd the houfe of Raguel, to be in love with his daughter Sa- 
rah, and to have deftroyed fcvcn hufbands in the firft niglit of their 
aaarriago, Tob. iii. 8, 17. 

li. 171. Media.] Hcb. from Madai, the foh of Japheth, Gen. 
X, a. i. e* a meafure ; hecaufe he was of a large ftature. A large 
country and ancient kindom id Afia^ on the north of Perfia uear 
Ceorgia, and upon the Cafpian lea, having. Armenia and A {Tyiia* 
an tlie wed. 

m.j:. 
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Thereby regaia'd* but fat devifbig death 

Tu them who liv'd ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd , 

Far profpcfl, what well us'd had been the pledge tgi9 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts bcft things^ 

To word abufc, or to their meanell ufe. 

Ikneath him with new wonder now he views, 205. 

'['o all delight of human fcnfe expos'd 

In narrow room, Nature's whole wealth, yea more, 

A hcav'n on earth ; for blifsful Paradife 

(3f God the garden was, by«him in th' eaft 

Of Eden planted ; Eden Aretch'd her line 2>ie 

From Auran caftward to the royal towVs 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings,. 

Or where the fons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Telaflar. In this pleafant foil 

His far more pleafant garden God ordainM. 215. 

Out of the fertile ground he caua'd to gitew 

All trees of nobleft.kind for f/ght, fmell, tafte ; 

And all amid them ftood the Tree of Life, 

L. aiii. Auran,"] Harati^ or Char(tn\ Hcb. 1. e. tvratb. Thr 
chief city of Mefopotamia, whither Abraham flcil from the wrath 
rif God, becaufe of tlie i^latry of the Chaldeans, and alio dwelt 
for a time, Gen. xj. 31. A^ vii. 4. Jacob went to it afterward*- 
for fear/of Efait's wrath. Gen. xxix. I. which giveth name to a . 
lu|je country upon the river llgris. 

1,. aro. SeUuciaJ] La( Or. i. e. a glaring lights Ajiother fa- 
mous city of Meibpotamia, called alfo Ca/rieb, in the land of 
Shinar, Gen. x. Ip. Koche, then Alexandria, becaufe it was re- 
huilt by Alexander the Great ; afterwards repaired by Antiochus 
king of Syria, who , called it Seleucia^ in memory of his father Sc- 
leucus, Or. i. c. glorious. 

L. ai4,. Teldffar,'] and El/iffan Hcb. i. e. a fort^ or rarnpart 
of the AffyrtMHS, A country upon the borders of AflTyria, wherein 
ihc Edeiiites were garrilbned to guard Babylon from the encroach- 
ments of the Adyrians, Ih, xxxvii. 1%. Ezek. xxvii. 23. Be- 
tween thcfc places the trup Eden and Paradife. were fituatcd. — Vid^ 
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High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 

Of vegetable gold ; and nt'xt to life, 22# 

Gur death, the Tree of Knowledge, grew fail by ; 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 

Southward through Eden went a river large, 

Nor changM hie courfe, but through the fbaggy hill 

PafsM underneath ingulf 'd ; for God had thrown 22.^.^ 

That mountain as his garden- mold high ruis'd 

Upon the rapid current, which through vtins 

Of porous earth with kindly third up drawn, 

Rofe a frefh fountain, and with many a rill 

WatcrM the garden ; thence united fell 23O 

Down the ftecp glade, and met the nether flood, 

Which from hii darktbme pafTage uow appears ; 

And now divided into four main ilrcama. 

Runs diverfe, wand'ring many a famous realm 

i\nd country, whereof here needs no account ; 235. 

But rather to tell how, if art could tell. 

How from that faphir fount the crifped brooks, 

Rolling on orient pearl and fanxfs of gold. 

With mazy error under pendent fliades 

Ran Nedar, vifiting each plant, and fed. 240 

Flow'rs, worthy! of Faradife, which not nice art 

In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 

Pour'd forth profufe on hill, and dale, and plain. 

Both where the nu}rning-fun fir ft warmly fmote 

The open field, and where the unpierc'd fhade 24 y 

Imbrown'd.the nooo-tide bow'rs. Thus was-this place 

A happy rural feat of various view : 

Groves, whofc rich trees wept odorous gums and balm ; 

Others whofe fruit burnifli'd wkh goldea rind. 

Hung amiable, Hefperian fables tr'ue, 259 

If true, here only', and of delicious tafle: 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were intcrpos'd, 

Or pairoy hillock i or the flow'ry \a]j 
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Gf fome irriguou5 valley fprcad her (lore, ajjj 

Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorti the rofc : 

Another fide, unrtbrageous grots and caves 

Of cool recefs, o'er which the mantling vine 

Lava forth her purple grape, and geatly creeps 

Luxuriant ; meanwhile murm'ring waters fall ' 26^ 

iDown the flope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed b^nk with myrtle crown'd 

Her cryftal mirror holds, unite their dreams* 

The birds their choir apply ; airs, vernal airs, ' 

Breathing the fmell of field and grove, attuoe 26f; 

The trembling leaves, while univerfal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in daoce» 

Led on th* eternal fpring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Profcrpine gathering flowers, 

Herfelf a fairer flowV, by gloomy Dis 270* 

Was gathered, whiish coft Ceres all thatpain 

To feek her through the world'; nor that fweet grove- 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th* infpiVd 

Caftalian fpring, might with this Paradife 

Of Eden ft rive ; nor that Nyfeian ifle 27^: 

L. 266. — -while univerfal Pan, &c.] The andcnts peribnized 
every thing. Pan is nature, the graces arc thfe beautiful fcaibns, 
and the hours are the time requiiitc for the produftion and perfeo 
tion of things. Richardfon, 

L. ^69, Enna] Chal. Piicn. i.e. a gar deny 3ind fount an, Ehi 
na is the fam« as Eden in the language of the Pheniotans, whiclr 
tbey borrowed from Mofes, Gen. ii. 8. A moft pleafant field ia 
the heart of Sicily, abounding with fprings, fruits, and lowers. 

Ibid. Proferp'we.'] l.at, i. e. creeping out. The daughter of" 
Jupiter and Ctres, ravifhed by Pluto. Her mother Ceres went to- 
hell to get her releafed ; but becaufe fhe had tafted a pomegranate 
in Pluto's orchard, Jupiter could do no more than give her leare. 
to accompany her fix months above; and Pluto fix other months 
below. Ofthe rape of Proferpinai fee Pindar, OJ^L 

L. a73, Orontes.^ Gr. Lat. i. e. rapid, Tlie lacgeft ri?cr in 
Syria, rifing on mount Lebanon, waffling many cities in its courfc ; 
it runs by and through Antioch int« the Mediterranean fea. 

L. a74» C.iftaRa.] .Arab. i. c. a p^rRng flrcam- A fine fpring 
Sit the foot of Pamafliis, iacred to the mufes \ becaufe the pleasant 
/ifund of it gliding down that hiU, c\6iatedt\vt\Ttva.^vcv^\:\otv. 
Z,. a//, Nj^Ja,] Hcb. i. c a bflnner, ox refuse, A.ca^ ^1 K^ 
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Girt with the river TntoB> where old Cham» 

Whom. Gentiles AmiQon calU and Lybiao Jove^ 

Hid Amalthea, and her florid £9n 

Young Bacchus^ from his ftepdame Rhea's eye ; 

Nor where AbaQin kings their iiTue guard, 28c 

Mount Amara» though this by fome fuppofr'd 

True Paradife under the' Elhiop line 

By Ni]us' heady inclos'd with Alining rock> 

A whole day's journey high» but wide remote 

From this Adrian garden ; where the fiend 285 

Saw undelighted all deh'ght, all kind 

Of living creatures,, new to fight, and ftraoge. 

Two of far nobler Ihape, ered and tall. 
Godlike ere6l, with native honour clacl 
In naked majefty, feem'd lords of ail : 29a 

And worthy feem'd. ; for in. their looM divine 

nbia, witbki the iile of Nyfa, upon the river. Triton, where Bac* 
chos was nurfed, as they report. 

Li. 176, Cbam^l or Kam; Hcb. i. c. heat or llacknefs; the third 
afedyoungeft foii of. Noah, Qen. xi. 24. and Jupiter among the 
Gentiles. 

L». ^77, Ammon,'] or Hammon ; Heb. i. e^ heat. Another nam* 
^ Cham, whom the old Egyptians and Grecians worlhipped undcr- 
this denomination. 

L. 278, AmaUhia,] Cbald. i. e. a nurfe\ Gr. i. e. very rUh, or 
wuhif lying ; daughter of Meliflus, king of Crete, a miArefs and 
mirle of Jupit!^, who fed hin> with goats milk and honey, and 
mother of Bacclios. Jupiter gave her a horn of plenty, which fup- 
plicd every thing. 

1,. 479, Bqccfm.'] Heb. BarcbuSy i. e. the fin of Chus. The 
natural fon of Jupiter by Amakhca, (others fay by Scmcle), 
which may be the fame woman by a ditierent name. I-le (irlt 
planted vines and made wine, therefore he was ellecmed the god of 
wine. 

L. a8o, Ahajfimat'] from Abaffen'fy Arab. 5. e. a fcattcred people. 
An ancient people in Arabia, near Sabea, of the pofttrity of Jok- 
tan, who fettled afterwards in Ethiopia fupcrior, and there erc^td 
a vaft empire of twenty -fix or thirty diftindl kingdoms. 

L. 281, Amara^] or Amhara, Heb. and Kiblopick; for the lat- 
ter has a near rcfcmblance to the former langiuige. For example. 
Abin:t in tlic Hebrew is, our father; Ahana in the Ethiopick is tha 
fame ; fo they call their archbilhop. Ar.ara is a pjrovlncc utvdu: . 
the cquJnoOidi, and one of tr.c kingdoms o^ A.V»i^\\\\^^ <5t Vi^^^- 
Mtbiopia, almolt iH the middle of it, on iVic (oulVv. 
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The image of their glbrioas Maker flione ;: 

Truth, wifdomv fanditude ferere and pure^. 

(SeTercy but in true fih'al freedom placed). 

Whence true authority in men : though both 29^ 

Not equal, as their fex not equal feem'd ; 

For contemplation he,, and valour form'd ; 

For foftnefa (he, and fvvteet attradive grace ; 

He for God only, (he for God in him. 

His fair krge from and eye fublime, declared j/oti 

Abfolute rule i and hyacinthin locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Cluft'ring, but not beneath his (houlders broad. 

She, as a yeil» down to the flender waift* 

Her unadorned golden trefles wore 305 

Difhevell'd, but ki wanton ringlets wa^M^ 

As the vihe curls her tendrils, which imply'd" 

Subjedion, but required with gentle fway,. 

And by her yielded, by him beft receiv*d,. 

Yielded with coy fubmiflion, modefl pride* j:|^ 

And fwect reluctant amorous delay. 

Nor thofe myfterioua parts were then concealed ;. 

Then was not guilty fhame, diflioneft (hame 

Of Nature's works, honour difhonourable ; 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 31^ 

With (hows inftead, mere (hows of feeming pure. 

And baniftiM from man's life his happieft life, 

Simplicity, and fpotlefs innocence ! 

So pafs'd they naked on, nor (hunn'd the fight 

Of God or angel ; for they thought no ill. ^2^ 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovcHeft pair 

That ever fince in love's embraces met ; 

Adam the goodlieft man of men fince born 

His fons, the faireft of her daughters Eve. 

Under a tuft of (hade-that on a green 325: 

Stood whifp'ring foft, by a frefh fountain-fide 

Tbejr fsit them down \. and ahtt uo mw^.xovV. 
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Of their fweet gardening labour, than fuffic'd 
To recommend cool zephyr, and made e.aie 
More eafy:, wholefome' thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper- fruits they fell, 
^e£iarine fruits, which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, iide-long as they fat recline 
On the foft downy bank damaflc'd with flowers ; 
The favoury pulp they chevir# and in the rind, 335* 

StiH as they thirded, fcoop the brimming ilream ; 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmile»^ 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as befeems 
Pair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league. 
Alone as they. About them £iriiking play'd 340 

All beads of th' earth, iince wild, aad of aU^baie 
In wood or wildernefs, foxeft or den ; 
^Sporting the lion ramp'd» and in his paw 
I>andled the kid ; bears^ tygers, ounces, pardsy 
Gambol'd before tbexn j th' unwieldy elephant, 34J^ 
To make them mirth, us'd all his might, and wreath'd 
His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twipe > 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grafs 350 

Couch'd, and now Bll'd with pailure gazing fat» 
Or bed ward ruminating i for the fun 
Declined was liafling now with prone car^r 
To th* ocean ides, and in th' afcending fcale • . . 
0/ heav'n the ftars that \ilber evening rofc 2 35/jf 

When Satan dill in gaze, as fird he dood. 
Scarce thus at length fail'd fpeeeh recover'd fad : 
O hell ! what do mine eyes wi^h grief behold I 
Into our room of blifs thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, 36c 
Notfpirits, yet to heav'nly fpirits bright 
Little inferioj } whom my thoughts purfuc 
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With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 

Iq them divine refemblance, and fuch grace 

The hand that form'd theoi on their (hape hath pour'd 

Ah, gentle pair I ye little think how nigh j6fi 

Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 

Will vani(h, and deliver ye to wo ; 

More wo, the more your tafte is. now of joy : 

Happy ! but for io happy ill fccur'd 37 

Long to contimie, and this high feat your bcav'a 

111 feucM for heav'n to keep out fuch a foe 

As now is enter'd ; yet no purposM foe 

To you, whom I could pity thus forloinif 

Though I unpity'd. League with yon I kAp 375 

And mutual amity, fo ftrait« fo clofe. 

That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 

Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleafct 

Like this fair Paradife, your ^nfe^ yet fuch 

Accept, your Maker's work ; he gave It om^ 380 

Which I as freely give : hell fhaTl unfold* 

To entertain you two, her wideH gates. 

And fend forth all her kings : there will be rooms 

Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 

Your numerous offspring ; if no better place, 3! J 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On you who wrong*d me not for him who wrong'd* 

And (hould 1 at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet publick reafon juil, 

Honour and cn^pire with revenge enlarged, 39© 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 

To do what elfe, though damn'd, I (hould abhon 

So fpake the fiend, and with ncccffity, 
The tyrant's plea, excus'd his devilifh deeds : 
Then from his lofty (land x)n that high tree 395 

Down he flights among the fpoftful herd 
Of thofe four-f jotcd kinds, himfelf now one, 
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Now other, ai their fhape ferv'd beft his end 

Nearer to view his prcjr, and unefpy'd 

To mark what of their ftate he more might learn> 400 

By word or adion mark'd : about them round 

A lion now he ilalks with fiery glare ; 

Theoy as a tyger, who by chance hath fpy*d 

In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play^ 

Strait couches clofe> then rifing changes oft 40J 

His couchant watchi as one who chofe his ground. 

Whence ruHiing he mfght fureft feize them both, 

Grip'd in each paw : when Adam* firft of men. 

To firft of women, £ve> thus moving fpeech, 

TurnM him, all ear to hear new utterance flow : 410 

Sole partner, and fole part, of all thefe joys. 
Dearer thyfelf than all ! needs muft the Pow'r 
That made us, and for us this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite ) 415 

Uliat raisM us from the duft, and plac*d us here 
In all this happinefs, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Ought whereof he hath need ; he who requires 
From us no other fervice than to keep 42b 

This one, this eafy charge, of all the trees 
la Paradife that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to tafle that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life ; 
80 near grows death to life ! whatever death is ; 415 
Some dreadful thing, no doubt i for well thou know'ft 
God hath pronounc'd it death to tafte that tree, 
The only fign of our obedience left. 
Among fo many figns of pow'r and rule 
Conferred upon us, and dominion givea 430^ 

Over all other creatures that poflefs 
Earth, air, and fea. Then let us not think hard 
Vol. I. N 
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One eafy profaibitioiiy who enjoy 

Free leave fo large to all things elfe^ and choice 

Ualimited of manifold delights ; 45J 

But let us ever praife him, and extol 

His bounty, following our delightful taik» 

To prune thefe g'rowing plants, and tend thefe flow*n; 

Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet. 

To whom thus Eve reply 'd : O thou ! for whom 440 
And from whom I was fbrm'd, fleih of thy flefh. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head I what thou haft faid is juft and right. 
For we to him indeed all prailes owe. 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 44^ 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by fo much odds ; while thou 
Like confort to thyfelf canft no where find. 
I'hat day I oft remember, when from deep 
I firft awakM, and found myfelf repos'd 450 

Under a fhade on flowers ; much wondMng where 
And what I was, whence thither brought^ and how. 
Not diftant far from thence a murm'ring found 
Of waters iflu'd from a cave, and fpread 
Into a liquid plain, then ftood unmoved 45J 

Pure as th' expanfe of heav'n ; I thither went 
With unexperienc'd thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me feem'd another fky. 
As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 460 

A fhape within the wat'ry gleam appeared. 
Bending to look on me : I darted back, 
It ftarted back ; but pleas*d I foon returned, 
PleasM it returned as foon with anfw'ring looks 
Of fympathy and love : there I had iixM 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain defire, 
Had not a voice thus warn'd me, What thou feed, 
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there thou feeft^ fair creatare> is tfayfelf ; 
Kee it came and goes : but follow one, 
will bring thee where no (hadow. ftays 47* 

)niing9 and thy foft embraces ; he 
image thou art ; him thou (halt enjoy 
rably thine, to him (hah bear • 
ides like thyfdfy and thence be call'd 
r t)f human race. What could 1 do, . ^ 475 
How ftrait, invifibly thus led i 
efpy'd thee, fair indeed and tall, 
a platan ; yet methought lefs fair, 
inning foft, lefs amiably mild, 
that fmooth watVy image : back I turned ; 48« 
following cry'dd aloud, Keturn, fair Eve, 
I fly'ft thou ? whom thou fly'ft, of him thou art) 
:(h, his bone ; to give thee be'ing I lent 
F my fide to thee, nearefl my heart, 
ntial life, to have thee by my fide 48^ 

forth an individual folace dear ; 
f my foul, I feek thee ', and thee claim, 
her half. With that, thy gentle hand 
mine ; I yielded *, and horn that time fee 
beauty is excelled by manly grace, 4$^ 

vifdom, which alone is truly fair, 
[pake our general mother, and with eyes 
ijugal attraction unreprov'd, 
aeek furrender, half embracing lean'd 
r firfl father ; half her fwelling breafl 495 

I met his, under the flowing gold 
r loofe trefles hid : he in delight, 
of her beauty and fubmiflive charms, 
I with fuperior love } as Jupiter 

78. Plaiaru] (in the Ute edit. Plant any which is >»-rong) ; 
e. broad; beonife the leaves of it ve very broad, ancL fpread- 
ie, which make a cool, lefielhiof, and welcome ibad« in 
oatries ; the plane-tiee. 
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On Juno fmilesy when he impregns the clouds jot 

That fhed May flow'rs ; and prefa'd her nnatron lip 

With kiflcs pure. Afide the devil turnM 

For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign 

lEy'd them aflcance, and to himfelf thus plain'd : 

Sight hatefuly iight tormenting ! thus thefc tW0| 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms, 506 

The happier Eden, (hall jenjoy their fill 
Of blifs on blifs ; while I to hell am thruft. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce de(ire> 
Among our other torments not the lead, 510 

Still unfuinil'd with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let not me forget what I have gain'd 
From their own mouths : a|l is not theirs, it feems ; 
One fatal tree there ftands^ of Knowledge cairdy 
Forbidden them to taHe. Knowledge forbidden ? 515 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why (hould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be fin to know ? 
Can it be death ? and do they only ftand 
By ignorance ? is that their happy ftate. 
The proof oftheir obedience, and their faith ? ^zo 

O MT foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin ! Hence I will excite their minds 
With more define to know, and to rejeft 
Envious commands, invented with defign 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 52J 
Equal with gods : afpiring to be fuch, 
They tafte, and die : what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fearch I mud walk round 
This garden, and no corner leave unfpy'd ; 
A chance but chance may lead where 1 may meet 530 
Some wandering fpl'rit of heav'n, by fountain-fide, 

L. 500. Juno,'] Lat. i. c. help or ajftftance. An heathen god^ 
dcfs, the fiftcr aad wife of Jupiter; (he goes under various names 
among the ancient poets. By this fable they meant the air and 
JcsuXh, which came both out of one vromb> the Ch^oc* 
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Or in thick (hade retir'd, from him to draw 

What farther would be learn'd. Live while ye may. 

Yet happy pair! enjoy, till I return, 

Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed I 535 
So faying, his proud ilep hefcornful turned. 

But with Qy circumfpe£lion, and began 

Thireugh wood, thro ugh wafte,o'erhill, o'erdaleyhis roam. 

Meanwhile in utmoll longitude, where heav*n 

With earth and ocean meets, the fetting fun 540 

Slowly defcended, and with right afpe^ 

Againfl the callern gate of Paradife 

Xtevell'd his evening rays^: it was a rock 

Of alabafter, pil'd up to the clouds, 

ConfpicuoDS far, winding with one afcent 545 

AccefUble from earth, one entrance fn'gh ; 

The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 

Still aa it rofe, impofUble to climb. 
^ Betwi&t thcfe rocky pillars Gabriel iat, 
p Chief of th' angelick guards, awaiting night; 55:0 
i About him exercised herofck gamcb 

Th' unarmed youth of heav'n, but nigh at hand 
I Celeftial armoury, fhields, helms, and fpears. 

Hung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold. 

Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 1 ^^1; 

On a fun-beam, 4wift as a (hooting ftar 
[ In autumn thwarts the night, w.hen vapours fu-'d 
s Imprefs the air, and (hows the mariner 
f From what point of his compafs to beware 
I Impetuous winds : he thus began in hade : ^60^ 

! Gabriel 1 to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
: Charge and ftrid watch, that to this happy place 

I L. 561, Gflir/V/.] Hcb. i. e. thejirength cr might of Goi, Tht 

Arabs call him Jibrae/, and the Tartars Halrie/, tlirout'h ignorance 

! of the origijiaty and corruption of their diffl'rent ton^iu-s. 'J'l^e 

f Rabbis account him the miniftcr of God's mercies ; aud MicLiteL 

of his juftice : lliereforc they call liim nrj/i-r, and tl^ latter /r«. 
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No evil thing approach or enter in : 
This day at height of noon came to my fpherc- 
A fpirit, zealous, as he feemM, to know 
More of th' Almighty's works, and chiefly maiiy 
God*8 latefl image : I defcrib*d his way. 
Bent on all fpeed, and mdrk*d his airy gait ; 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north, 
Where he firft lighted, foon difccrn'd his looks 
Alien from heav'n, with paffions foul obfcur*d i" 
Mine eye purfa'd him ftill, but under (hade^ 
Lod fight of him : one of the banifh'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to raife 
New troubles ; him thy care muft be to find. 

To whom the winged warrior thus return*d : . 
Uriel I no wonder if thy perfc£t fight. 
Amid the fun*s bright circle where thou fitt*ft» 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here p]ac*d, but fuch as come 
Well-known from heav*n ; and fince meridian hour 
No creature thence :. if fpiVii of other fort. 
So minded, have o*erleap*d thefe earthly bounds 
On purpofe, hard thou know'fl: it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 
But if within the circuit of thefe walk9> 
In whatfoever fliape he lurk, of whom 
Thou teirft, by morrow dawning I fhall know. 

So promi8*d he ; and Uriel to his charge 
Returned on that bright beam, whofe point now i 
Bore him flope downward to the fun now fall'n 
Beneath th-' Azores ; whether the prime orb^ 
Incredible how fwift, had thither roU'd 
Diurnal, or this Icfe voluble earth, 

L. 50a. Azores.'] Port. Span. 1. c. th ijles of hav/ks ; b 
multitudes of thofc birds were found there when the Port 
ISrft difcovcrcd them, A. D, 1449. Thefe iflands are nine in 
l^r, which ly in the AtUntick or weflern ocean, over zgaixkd 
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By (hortcr flight to th* eaft, had left him there ^e^ 
Arraying with reflciftcd purple' and gold 
The clouds that on his weftern throne attend. 

Now came ftill evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her fober livery all things dad ; 
Silence accompany*d ; for bead and birdi 600 

They to their grafTy couch, thcfe to their nefts- 
Were flunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung ; 
Silence was pleasM : now glow'd the firmament 
With living faphirs f Hefpenrs, that led 6c^ 

The ftarry hoft, rode brighteft ; till the moon« 
Rifing in clouded majefty, at length 
Apparent queen unveiPd her peerlefa lights 
And o*er the dark her filver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : Fair confort ! th' hour 
Of night,, and all things now retired to reft, 61 h 

Mind us of like repofe ; fince God hath fet 
Liabour and reft, as day and night, to men^ 
SacGcfllve t and the timely dew of ileep 
Now falling with foft (lumbrous weight, inclines 615 
Our eyelids. Other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unemploy'd, and lefs need reft : 
Manliath his daily work of body* or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of heav'n on all his ways ;. 620 

While other animals unaftive range, 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
To-morrow, ere frefh morning ftreak the eaft ^ 

With fir ft approach of light, we muft be ris'n,. 
And at our prefcnt labour, to reform 625 

Yon flow'ry arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown. 
That mock our fcant manuring, a^id require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth. 
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Thofe blofibms alfoy and thofe dropping gnmsy 6]0 
That lie beftrowiiy unfjghtly and unfoioothy 
Afk riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe: 
Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfedi beauty' adom'dr' 
My author and difpofer, what thou bidd^ft 6j$ 

Unargu'd I obey ; fo God ordains ; 
God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is woman's happieil knowledge, and her praife. 
With thee converfing I forget all time ; 
All feafons, and their change, all pleafe a]ike# 644 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleafaht the fun^ 
When iirft on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flow'rf 
Glift'riiig with dew 5 fragrant the fertile earth 645 
After foft fliow'rs ; and fweet the coming oa 
Of grateful evening mild ; then filent night 
With this her folemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And thefe the gems of heav'n, her ftarry train : 
But neither breath of morn, when (he afcends 650 
With charm of earlieft birds ; nor rtfing fun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flowV, 
Glift'ring with dew; nor fragrance after fhow'rs'; 
Nor grateful evening mild ; nor filent night, 
With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon, 655 
Or glittering ftar-light, without thee is fweet. 
But wherefore all night long (hine thefe ? for whom 
This glorious fight, when fleep hath fliut all eyes ? 

To whom our general anceftor reply'd ; 
Daughter of God and man, accomplifli'd Eve I 660 
Thefe have their courfe to finifh round the earth. 
By morrow evening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Minift'ring light prepar'd, they fet and rife j 
Left total darknefs fhould by night regain 665 



/• 



LV. PARADISE LOST. 137 

Id pofleffiony and extinguifh life 
are, and all things ; which thefe foft fires 
ily* enHghten^ but with kindly beat 
-MHis influence foment and warm, 
!r or nourifh j or in part fhed down 670 

flellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
thf made hereby apter to receive 
tion from the fun^ more potent ray. 
then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 
lOt in vain ; nor think, though men were none, 675 
leav'a would want fpedators, God want praife ^ 
na of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
], both when we wake, and when we ileep : 
efe with ceafelefs praife bis works behold 
lay and night : bow often, from the fteep 6.80 
doing hill or thicket, have we heard 
al voices to the midnight air,, 
or refponiive each to other's note» 
ig their great Creator ? oft in bands. 6B^ 

they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
heavenly touch of inftrumental founds, 
. hannonick number joined, their fongs 
; the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'h. 
IS talking hand in band alone they pafs.'d 
their blifsful bow'r : it was a pT&ce 69^ 

1 by the fov*reign Planter, when he fram'd- 
ings to man*t delightful ufc ; the roof 
ickeil covert was inwoven fhade 
1 and myrtle, and what higher grew 
m and fragrant leaf; on either fide 695 

bus, and each odorous bufhy fhrub, 
i up the verdant wall 5 each beauteous flower, 
il hues, rofes, and jeffamin, 

g6. Acanthus,] Lat, Gr. i. e, a prickle, or thorn; bccaufe 
horns grow about it. A tree, or a flirub, with a long arA 
leaf turning in. 
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Rear'd high their flouri(hM heads between, and wrought lit 

Mofaick ; underfoot the violet, 700 *b 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider'd the ground more colour*d, than with ftone ' 

Of coftlieft emblem : other creature here. 

Bead, bird, infed, or worm, durft enter none ; 

Such was their awe of man. In fhadier bower 705 

More facred and fequefter'd, though but feign'd. 

Pan or Sylvanus never flept, nor nymph. 

Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in clofe recefs. 

With flowers, garlands, and fweet-fmelling herbi, 

Efpoufcd Eve deck'd fir ft her nuptial bed, 713 

And heav*nly choirs the hymenasan fung. 

What day the genial angel to our fire 

Brought her, in naked beauty more adorn'd. 

More lovely, than Pandora, whom the gods 

Endow*d with all their gifts, and,0 too like ^tS 

In fad event, when to th' unwifer fon 

Of Japhet brought by Hermes, (he infnar'd 

Mankind with her fair looks, to be aveng'd 1 

On him who had ftole Jove's aatheatick fire. ! 

Thus at their (hady lodge arrived, both ftood, 7» 
Both turn'd, and under open {ky ador'd 

I^. 700. Mofaick.'] Fr. Ital. Lat. Gr. A term of archite^hne. 
A curious work of many little ftones of different colours, inWi 
or joined together upon a bottom of plafter of Paris, upon waUl 
or floors, reprefentiug flowers of divers (hapeSj chequer work. 

I.. 707. Sylvanus.] Lat. Gr. i. e. woody. A god of the woodt 
and groves among the old heathens. Pan, Faunus and SylvaouSf 
are but the fame deity ; their feafts were called LupercaRa. 

Ll 714. PandorM.'] Lat. Gr. i. c. all gifts. The wife of Ep*- . 
metheus ; Pallas gave her wifdom ; Venus beauty ; Mercury elo- 
quence : and 16 every god and goddefs gave her fomc perfection. 
Jupiter fent her to Epimctheus with a box, which Ivc ralhly open- 
ed ; and all difeafes, evils and mlfcries, flew out of it, and infected 
mankind. 

L. 717, 7^^^/;^/.] Heb. t. c. perfuaded. The poets call him Jar 
fetus ; and the Tartars call him Japhis. He is faid to be tlic loft 
of Epimctheus, Lat. Gr. i. e. after -wit : bccaufe he fmartGd fiw 
hh curio fity, in opening the box^ 
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jod that made both flcy, air, earth, and heav'n, 
h they beheld ; the moon's refplendent globe, 
ftarry pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night, 
r Omnipotent, atid thou the day, 725 

h we in our appointed work employM 

finifh'd, happy in our mutual help, 

mutual love, the crown of all our blifs 

n'd by thee : and this delicious place, 

8 too large, where thy abundance wants 73© 

kers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 

hou hail promised from us two a race ^ 

1 the earth, who fhall with us extol 

^oodnefs iu finite, both wheri we wake, 

when wc feek, as now, thy gift of flccp» 735 

is faid unanimous, and other rites 

ving none but adoration pure, 

h God likes beft, into their inmoft bower 

ed they went ; and, eas'd the putting off 

troublefome difguifes which we wear, 740 

(Ide by fide were laid ; nor turn'd, I ween, 
I from his fair fpoufe, nor Eve the rites 
:rious of connubial love refused ; 
ever hypocrites aullerely talk 
irity, and pla^oe, and innocence, 745 

Ding as impure what God declares 

and'commands to fome, leaves free to all. 
^aker bids increafe ; who bids abflain, 
ur deftroyer, foe to God and man i 
wedded love, myftcrious law, true fouirce 750 

aman offspring, folc propriety 
radife of all things common elfe. 
lee adult'rous lull was driv'n from men, 
ig the beftial herds to range ; by thee 
ied in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure, 75 j; 

ions dear, and all the charities 
ither, fon, and brother, fir fl were kivoN9Tk« 
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Far be' it, that I (hould write thee fin or blamCy 

Or think thee unbefitting holieft place. 

Perpetual fountain of domeflick fweets, 760 

Whofe bed is undefil'd and chafle pronounc'd^ 

Prefent, or paft, as faints and patriarchs us'd. 

Here Love his golden fhafts employs, here lights 

His confkant lamp, and waves his purple wingB, 

Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought faiile 76; 

Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unendearM^ 

Cafual fruition ; nor in court-amours^ 

Mix'd dance, or wanton mafk, or midnight ball. 

Or ferenatc, which the ftarv'd lover fings 

To his proud fair, beft quitted jvith difdain* 770 

Thefe lull'd by nightingales, embracing flept s 

And on their naked limbs the flow*ry roof 

Shower'd rofes, which the morn repaired. Sleep on» 

BlefsM pair ; and O yet happieft, if ye feek 

No happier ilate, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night meafur'd with her (hadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vaft fublunar vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ifTuing at th* accuftom'd hour, flood arm'd 
To their night-watches in warlike parade ; 780 

When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus fpake : 

Uzziel ! half thefe draw o^, and coaft the fouth 
With ftrideft watch ; thefe other wheel the north ; 
Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part. 
Half wheeling to the fhield, half to the fpear. 785 

1^. 776. Ntrw had night mcafur^d v/tth her Jbadovfy cone,"] A ooor 
is a 6gure round at b«ttom, and, leHening all the way, ends io a 
point. This is the form of the (hadow of the earth, the bafe of the 
cone ftandiog upon that fide of the globe where the fim is not, and 
confoquently when it is night there. Bichardfon, 

L. 78a. Uzziei,] Heb. i. c. iheftrength o/Cod; one of the fnp- 
pofird guardians of Paradi/e. 

L. 875. Half-wheeRng to thejhieldy half to the Jphr.] Declinmt 
td haftam, vel ad /cut urn, Livjf, To wheel to the right or M» 
Hume. 
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From tbefc, two ftrong and fubtle fpi'rlts he call'd 
That near him flood, and gave them thus in charge : 

Ithuriel and Zephon» with wing'd fpeed 
Search through this garden, leave unfearchM no nook ; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures iodge^ 799 
Now laid perhaps aileep, fecure of harm, 
"tliis evening from the fun's decline arrived. 
Who tells of fome infernal fpirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) efcapM 
E The bars of hell ; on errand bad, no doubt : 795* 

Such where ye find, feize fad, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon ; thefe to the bow*r diref^. 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found 
Squat like a toad, clofe at tite ear of Eve, Soe 

Aflajring by his devilifh art to reach 
The orgaiis of her fancy', and with them forge 
IHulions as he lift, phantafms and dreams ; 
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th' animal fpirits, that from pure blood arife $05 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thence raife 
At leiafl diftemper'd, difcontented thoctghtl, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defires. 
Blown up with high conceits ingcnd'ring pride. 
Htm thus intent Ithuriel with his fpear ^I* 

TouchM lightly ; for no falfehood can endure 
Touch of celeftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs : up he ftarts 
Dtfcover'd and furpriz'd. As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid St§ 

ti. 788. liburieL'} Heb. i. e. the Rght, orfearchtr of Cod, An- 
.otbcc of tho(e fuppofed guardians. 

ttid. Zepbon.'] Hcb. L c. the Jpy, or -watch of God, Another 
of thofi: gwtrdians, to whom Gabrid ghrcs thefe orders* 2^hon, 
the Sun of Gad, and father of the Zephonites, is mentioned, Nutob. 
xxvi. 15. But Ithurid and Zephon are not (Mptural names of 
logels, gpod or evil. 

Vql» L O 
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Fit for the tun fome magazine to (lore 

Againil a rumour'd war, the fmutty grain 

With fudden blaze difFus'd, inflames the air ; 

So ftarted up in his own (hape the fiend. 

Back (lept thofe two fair angels, half amaz'd 820 

So fudden to behold the grifly king ; 

Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoft him foon : 

Which of thofe rebel fpi'rits adjudged to hell 
Coni'ft lliou, efcapM thy prifon ? and transform'di 
AVliy fatt'ft thou like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at the head of thefe that Heep ? 

Know ye not then, faid Satan, fiU'd with fcorn. 
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where ye durfl not foar : 
Not to know me, argues yourfelves gnknown, - 8j6 
The loweft of your throng ; or if yc know. 
Why afk ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your melFage, like to end as much in v^in ? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfw'ring fcorn with fcorn : 
Think not, revolted fpi'rit, thy (hape the fame, 835 
Or undiminifh'd brightnefs to be known. 
As when thou llood'ft in heav'n upright and pure ; 
That glory then, when thou no more waft good. 
Departed from thee* ; and thou refembleft now 
Thy dn and place of doom obfcure and foul. ^4^ 

But come, for thou, be furc, fhalt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge u to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake the cherub ; and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible : abafh'd the devil ftood. 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Virtue* in her fhape how lovely ; faw, and pin'd 
His lofs ; but chiefly to find here obferv'd 
His luftre vifibly impaired ; yet fecm'd 8j« | 

Undaunted. If I muft coivitud^ ^a\^\v^> I 
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Bed with the bcft, the fender, not the fent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zeplion bold, 
Will favc us trial what the leaft can do 855 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 
/The fiend rcplyM not, overcpme with rage 5 
But like a proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb ; to ih-ive or fty 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quellM S60 

His heart, not elfe difmayM. Now drew they nigh 
The weftern point, where thofe half- rounding guards 
Juft met, and clofmg flood in fquadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud : S6^ 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hailing this way, and now by glimpfe difcern 
Ithuriel and Zcphon through the fhade ; 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanour feems the prince of hell, 
Not likely to part hence without contefl ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 

- He fcarce had ended, when thofe two approach'd, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 875 
How bufied, in what form and pofture couch'd. 

To whom with (lern regard thus Gabriel fpakc : 
Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy tranfgreftions, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrefs 88# 

By thy example, but have pow'r and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
£mploy'd, it feems, to violate fleep, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ^ 

To whom thus Satan, with contemptuous brow : 8$ y 
Gabriel, thou hadft in heav*o th' efteem of wife, 
Aod fuch I held thcc ; but this queftioa ^(ifJd 

O 2 
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FuU me in doubt. Lives there who lores bis pain ? 

Who would oot» fiudiog way». break loo(e from hell. 

Though thither doom'd ? Thou wouldft thjfelfi^oo doa|)t» 

Aod boldly Teoture to whatever plac< Sp^ 

Fartheft from pain, where thou might'lk hope to duu^ 

Torment with eafe, and fooneft reoompenfe 

Dole with delight, which in this place I fought | 

To thee no reaibn, who know'ft only good» 895; 

But efil haft not try*d : and wilt objeft 

His will who bound us ? let him furer bar ^ 

His iron gatca, if he intends our ftay 

In that dark durance : thus muph what was aik*d. 

The reft is true, they found me where they (ay y goe^ 

But that implies not Tiolence or harm. 

Thus he in fcora. The warlike angel quyv'dy. 
Difdainfully half fmiling thus replyM :. 
O lofs of one in heaven to judge of wifcf 
Since Satan fell> whom folly overthrew, j|K>j^ 

And now returns him from his prifon fcap'd» 
•Gravely in doubt whether to bold them wife 
Or not, who afk what boldnefs brought him hither 
Unlicens'd from hi^ bounds In hell prefcrib'd ; 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain. 91^ 

However, and to fcape his puaifhmcnt. 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous ! till the wrath. 
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet tby flight 
SifV'nfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to hell. 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 

Can equal anger infinite provoked. ^ 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Cam'e not all hell broke loofe I is pain to theni 
^Lefs pain, lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 
L?fs hardy to endure ? courageous chiefy 92*, 

The fird in flight from pain, hadft thou alleged 
To thy d&fcrted hod this caufe of flight. 
Thou furtly hadjl not come Co\e 5M^\x.\ve* 
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which the fiend thus anfwer'd, frowniag (lern : 
hat I lefs endure, or (hrink from pain, 925 

ing angel ; well thou know*(l I iluod 
Qerceft, when in battle to thy aid 
slafiing vollied thunder made all fpeed, 
feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 
till thy words at random, as before, 930 

e thy inexperience what behoves 

hard aflays and ill fucceiTcs pad 
thful leader^ not to hazard all 
ugh ways of danger by hinifelf untry'd : 
-efore, I alone firft undertook 935 

ing the defolate abyfs, and fpy 
new-created world, whereof in hell 

is not iilent ; here in hope to find 
r abode, and my afflifled pow'.rs 
rttle here on earth, or in mid-air ;- 940 

igh for poiTefiion put to try once more 
t thou and thy gay legions dare againd ; 
fe eafier bufinefs were to ferve their Lord 
> up in heav'n, with fongs to hymn his throne, 
pra6ii8'd diftances to cringe, not fight. . 94^, 

>, whom the warrior angel foon reply 'd : 
ly and (Irait unfay, pretending firft 

to fly pain, profefling next the fpy, 
les no leader, but a liar trac'd, 
1 ; and couldft thou faithful add ? O nau^e, 950^ 
:red name of faithful nefs profanM ! 
iful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
y of fiends ; fit body to fit head. 

this your difcipline, and faith engag'd, 

military obedience, to diflblve 9^ j; 

^iance to th' acknowledgM Pow*r fnpreme ? 

thou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feem 
3n of liberty, who more than thou 
: fawn'd^ and cringed, and fcrvilely ador'd.-" 

o 3 
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Ileav'n's awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in hope $!• h 
To difpofiefs him, and thyfelf to reign ? ii: 

But mark what I arreed thee now : Avant ! ^ 

Fly thither whence thou fled' ft : if from this hour I 

Within thefe hallowM limits thou appear^ 
Bsck to th' infernal pit I drag thee chained, 9^5* 

And feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 
The facile gates of hell too flfghtly barr'di 

So threateuM he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, bat waxing more in rage, reply *d :• 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chains^. 970 
Proud limitary Cherub ; but ere then 
Far heavier load thyfelf exped to hth 
From my prevailing araa^-; though hcav'n^s King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers^ 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 975 
In progrefs through the road of heav*n ftar-pav*d. 

While thus he fpake, th' angelick fquadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, fharp'ning in mooned horn» 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears ; as thick as when a field 980 

Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful ploughman doubting ftands» 
Left on the' threfhing-floor his hopeful fheaves 
Prove chaff. On th' other fide, Satan alinn'd^ 085 
Collecting all his might, dilated ftood/ 
Like TenerifFor Atlas vnremovM : 

I^ 980. —^5 tbtck as vfhen a ftli^ &c.] It is familttr with tkt 
poeu to compare an army with their fpears and fwoids^ to a field 
of ftanding corn. Homer has a fimlle much of the ftaie natan, 
comparing the motions ofthc army, after Agamemoon's 4)ndl, t» 
the waving of the cars of com. iKad II. 147. N€:va€mu 

t.. 987. like Teneriff or Atlas tttiretMv'tL] Mr.' Hume filfS,,tlBt 
the Peak of Tenerilf is 15 miles highj and Ifr. Richardfon afierti, 
that it is 45 rnWes (krpendicular, if that- be not a folfe print, 45 for 
15 : Ba| t|)« utmoft that wc can iiippoie, if» that it is Xj miles fnok, 
the way firft aftent of the hill, tiU you coma throoc^ the varfott 
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His ftaturc.rcach'd the iky, and oa his.crcft 
^t horror plum'd ; nor wanted. in his graffi 
SVhat feemM both fpear and fhield. Now dceadfal deeds 
!dight have ciifuM, nor only Paradifc 99 ii 

[n this commotion, but the ftarry cope 
Of heav'n perhaps, or all the element?, • 
At lead had gpne to Wrack', difturbM and torti 
With violence of this confli^i had not foon 995; 

Th* Eternal,, to prevenrt fuch horrid fray,. 
Hung forth in Heav'n His golckxi fcales, yet fcen 
Betwixt Aftrsea and the Scorpion iig^^ 
Wherein all thing? created firfthe weigh'd, - 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air looa^ 

In counterpoise, now ponders all events, , 
Battles. and realms : in thefe he.ptrt^ twoswelghtty .. 
The fequc} each of parting and of fight .; . 
The latter quick, up flew, and kicked the beam ; i 
Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake.tht fiend : . IC05; 
Satan, I know thy ilrength, and thou lux>w*ft mine|; 
Neither 0Br*own, but given :. what, folly thea. 
'T9 boaft' wh2at arms can do ? ficce thine no more-.- 
Than heav'n permits ; nor mine, though doubled .noi»' 
To trample thee -as mire : for proof look up^ leio 
And'reail thy lot in yon celeflial fign» [weak^. 

Where thou * art weighed, and ; (hewn hbw Hgliti jiow. 
If thou refift. The fiend look'd op, and knew 
Hit^mounted fcale aloft : nor more ^ but fled. 
Bftinn^ringy and witli him fled the fliadea bf .-nighV ^^^S> 

a gentteman who roeafured if, that th^^pevpendknkr'hcight'of it is 
BO fliore than one mile and three quarten. ^ntUon. 

h. 996. TO Eternal, to prevent fieb ktrriifntfi} Tht bccakUis 
off the comhat. between Gabnd and SaUn, by the hanging ool of 
the gplden ftales in heaven, is a rtfiocmtBt npon Homer's thou^t, 
«^ tells us, that before the battk l^tween HcAor aad Achilles, 
Jupiter weighed the event of it in a pair of fcaks. The ivadcr may 
iee the whole paflage in the %%Ll]uuL. AdAkn. 

L. 998. AftrM.] haXm L.e. afiar. The daughter of Jupiter ami 
Tbemisi ani goddds of juflicB. 



Tlie ARGUMENT of Book V: 



MORNING approach' di Eve relates to AJam her 
trouhlefome dream ; he I'tket it not^ yet comforts her : 
they come firth to their daf -labours : their morning-hyrm 
at the door of their bo'Mer. Gody to render man imx* 
cufahlcy fends Raphael to admonijh him' of his ohediencey 
of his free ejlate^ of his enemy near at hand, ivho he isf 
andisjhy his enemy ^ and ivhatever elfe may avail Adam 
to knoiv, Raphael comes do^tvn to Paradife ; his ap* 
pearance defcrib*d ; his coming difcerned hy Adam afar 
offyjitting at the door of his hower ; ht goes out to meet 
him, brings him to his lodgCy entertains him tuith tie 
choicefl fruitf of Paradife got together by Eve ; their dif- 
courfe at table : Raphael performs his meffage^ minds 
AJafn of his ejlate and of his enemy ; relates^ at A» 
dam's requefti nvho that enemy isy and hoix) he came to 
be/b, beginning from his firji revolt in heaven y and the 
occajion thereof; honx) he dreiu hit legions after him to 
the parts of the north, and there incited them to rebel 
*o)ith him^ perfuading all but only Abdiely a Seraphy 'who 
in argument dijfuades and oppofes himy then forfakes 
him*. 
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^TOW MbrD, her rofy fteps in th' caftern clime 

i ^ Advancing^ fowM the earth with orient pearl,, 

Vhcn Adam wakM : fo cuftomM ; for his fleep 

\ra8 airy light fiK)ai pure digeRion bred, 

Lnd temp'rate vapours bland, which th' only (bund $ 

)f leaves and fuming rills, Aorora'a fan, 

Jghtly difpers'd, and the fhrill matin fong 

)f birds on every bough : fo much the more 

lis wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve * 

Vitli trefles difcomposM, and glowing cheek, la 

Ls through unquiet reft : he, on his fide 

meaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial love 

iung over her enamour'd, and beheld 

beauty, which, whether waking or afleep, 

Ihot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 15 

dild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 

ier hand foft-touching, whifper'd thus : Awake, 

d.y faireft, my efpous'd, my lateft found, 

ieav'n's laft beft gift, ray ever-new delight, 

^wake :. the morning (hines, and the fredi field* 2«l< 

i^alls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 

Jur tended plants,^ how blows the citron grove, 

yhat drops the myrrh^^ and. what the baluiy rctftl, 

L. i6. Mild as -when Zephyrus on Flora heafbesJ A s w Kei\ t hn 
»ft wefterngales.breatke oa the fl9\ver3» Excerdirf poelicAl and: 
(cautiful RichiirdJuL. 
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How nature paints her colours, how the bee 

Sitd on the bloom extracting liquid fweet. ij 

Such wbifpcring wak'd her, but with llartled eye 
On Adam ; whom embracing, thus (he fpake : 

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe. 
My glory, my perfcdlion I glad I fee 
Thy face and morn return*d ; for I this night 30- 

(Such night ti41 this 1 never pafs'd) have dream'd, 
If dream'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day paft, or morrow's next defign ; 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought $i 
Clofe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine ; it faid. 
Why fleep'il thou, £ve ? now is the plcafant timCf 
The cool, the filent, fayc where (ilence yields - 
1 o the night- warbling bird, that now awake 4% 

Tunes fweeted his love-labour'd fong ; now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaiing light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things ; in vain. 
If none regard : heav'n wakes with all his eyes; 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature's defire ? 45 

In whofe fight all things joy, with raviflimcnt 
Attracted by thy beauty Hill to gaze. 
I rofe, as- at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I diredcd then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pafs'd, through ways 50 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdiAed Knowledge : fair it feem'd. 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And as I wond'ring look*d, befide it ilood 

li. S3' Much'fj'trer to my fan (y than hy day."} As the fenfttions 
arc often more r)iea{lng, and the images- more lively when we arc 
aflfcp than when we arc awake. And v;hat can be the caiifc of 
t!iis - Our autlior plainly thinks it may be eftc^cd by the agenqr 
of H'P/.c i'piritual being upon the fenfory while wc arc. aflccp.— 
J\ ewton. 
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One (hap'd and wing'd like one of thofe from heav'n 

By us oft feen ; his dewy locks diftilPd ^6 

Ambrofia ; on that tree he alfo gaz'd ; 

And O fair plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg'd, 

Deigns none to cafe thy load, and tafte thy fwect, 

Nor God nor man ? Is knowledge fo defpi8M\? 6ft 

Or envy', or what referve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid wTio will, none fhall from me withhold 

Longer thy ofFer'd good ; why elfe fet here ? 

This faid, he paus'd not, but with vent'rous arofi 

He pluck*d, he tafted ; me damp horror chill'd 65 

At fuch bold words, vouch'd with a deed fo bold. 

But he thus overjoy *d, O fruit divine ! 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropp'd ! 

Forbidden here, it feems^ as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make gods of men : 70 

And why not gods of mcn^ lince good» the more 

Communicated^ mor« abundaiK grows. 

The author not impaired, but hondur'd more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angel ick Eve, 

Partake thou alfo ; happy though thou art, 7j 

Happier thou nuy'ft be, worthier canil not be : 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the gods 

Thyfelf a goddefs ; not to earth confin'd. 

But fometimcs in the air, as we ; fometlmes 

Afcend to heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 80 

What life the gods live there, and fuch live thou. 

So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

]Ev'n to my nwuth, of that fame fruit held part 

Which hr had pluck'd ; the pleafant favoury fmcll 

So quickened appetite, that I, methought, 85 

Could not but tafte I Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outftretch'd immenfe, a profpciHr wide 

And various : wond'ring at my flight and change 
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To thit liigli .exaltation ; fuddenlj )• 

My guide wai/^one, and 1» methought, fuok dowOi 
And fell aHeep t but O how glad 1 wak'd. 
To find thit but a drean 1 Thus B?e her jiight 
Related, and thus Adam aafwer'd fadt: 

Bed Tmage of myfelf, and dearer halfl ^ 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in ileep 
AffeGts me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil ^rung^ I fear^ 
Yet eVil whence ? In thee can harbour nonc» 
Created pure. But know, that in the foul aoi 

Are many leficr faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chiefs among ihefe Fancy next 
Her office holds ; of aTl external things. 
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefeatt 
"She forms imaginations, airy (hapes, je-^ 

Which reafon joining or disjoining, iramet >,^ 
All what we' affirm or wliat deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; .then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfTcnce mimick Fanoy vrakcB i U 

To imitate 'her 4 1>iit| misjoining fhapcs. 
Wild work produces olt, and moil in breams, 
111 matching words and deeds long pad or late. 
Some fuch refemblances, methinks, I find 
Qf our laft evening's talk, in this thy dream, 1 1 j 

But with .addition ftrange ; yet be not fad. 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come and go, fo unapproved, and kave 
No.fpot or blame behind : which gives me hope 
That what in deep thou didil abhor to dream, I2( 

Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not difhearten'cf flicn, nor cloud thofe looks. 
That wont to be more cheerful and fercne, 
Than when fair moHiing firft Imilcs on the world j 
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us to our frdh employments rife» izg 

the gr«ve8> the fouotaios, and the flov'rt 
>en now their choiceft bofom'd frndls^ 
1 from nighty and kept for thee in ftore. 
tearM he hit fiiir fpoufe* and ihe was chear'd ; 
Qtly m gentle tear let fall 130 

ther ejtf and wip^d them with her hair ^ 
ber precious drops that ready ftood» 

their chryftal iluice, he ere they fell 

as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe^ 

3U8 awe, that fear'<} to have offended. 13 j 

I was clear'd, and to the field they hafte ; 

t, from under fhady arboVous roof 

they forth were come to open fight 
•fpringy and the fun, who ickrce up-rifen| 
heels yet hov'ring o*cr the ocean brim, ' 140 
rallcl to the* earth his dewy ray, 
ring in wide Yandfcape all the eaft 
idife, and Eden's happy plains, 
they bow'd adoring, and began 
rifons, each morning duly paid 145 

us ftyle • for neither ▼arious ftylc 
y rapture wanted they to praife 
laker, in fit ftratns pronoonc'd, or fung 
tated ; fiich prompt eloquence 
from their lips in profe or numerous verfe, 150 
ineablc than needed lute or harp 
more fweetnefs ; and they thus began : 
; arc thy glorious works, Parent of good ! 
ty 1 thine this uoiverfal frame, 
ondrous (air ; tliyiclf how wondrous then ! 

.— fjf* mortdng duly pmi 

ftjlt'\ As it is Tcry well kaown that ear tBthor was no 
fet forms of pmyer, it U no woadcr that he aicribes cx^ 

elTufions to our fiid parents; teit etcn whfle he tttri- 
nsunmcHtaii^to them, bcltkln^di VadfMuei >^ ^^i^ncw^ 
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Unfpcakable 1 who fitt'ft abore thefe heaVns, 
To us iavifiblcy or dimly feea 
In thefe thy loweft works ; yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and powT di?iae« 
Speak, ye who bed can telU ye fons of light. 
Angels ; for ye behokl him, and with fbnga 
And choral fymphonies» day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heav*Q ; 
On earth join all ye creatures, to extol 
Him firft, him laft, him midft, and without end 1 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the fmiliog mon 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere, 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of jprimc. 
Thou fun, of this great world both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater ; found his praife 
In thy eternal courfe, both when thou dimb'ft. 
And when high noon haft gainM, and when thou fi 
Moon, that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly*ft, 
With the fix'd ftars, fix'd in their orb that flies ; 
And ye five other wandering fires that move 
In myftick dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements, the eldeft birth 
Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
And nouri(h all things ; let your ceafeleis change 

L. 175. M«M, tb0t now meet'Jt the orient Jun^ now fiffi^ 
The conftrnOion is, Thw moon, that now meetejt ani now fth 
orient Jk«t together with the fixed ftarSf nnd ye five other wan. 
fires, &c. He had before called upon the fun who gorerns th< 
and now he invokei the moon, and the fixed ftars, aod the pi 
^fbo govern the nig^ to praiie thdr Maker. 
■ L. jZl.-^tbat in quatermon run, &c.] That in a fourfold mi 
and combination ran a perpetual circle, one element contic 

cbsuiging into another, accoidm^ Xa tba doC\svae of UecadUcus, 

i9W9d from OrplKXiU l^rwtoa. 
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our great Maker fiill new praife. 

I and exhalations that now rife 185 

II or ftearoing lake, duiky or gray, 
fun paint your fleecy ikirts with goldf 
ur to thp world's great Author rife, 

r to deck with clvuds th' uncolourM iky, 
the thirfly earth with falling (howers, 199 

>r falling ftill advance his praife. 
ife, ye winds^ that from four quarters blow^ 
foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pines, 
ery plant, in iign of worfhip wave. 
38, and ye that warble> as ye flow, igf 

us murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
ces all ye living fouls ; ye birds, 
ging up to heaven-gate afcend, 
your wings, and in your notes* his praife. . 
in waters glide>^ and ye that walk jioo 

:h, and lately tread> or lowly creep ; 
if I be fllent, morn or even, 
or valley, fountain, or frefh fhade, 
cal by my fong, and taught his praife. 
Iverfal Lord 1 be bounteous ilill 205 

us only good ; and if the night 
ther'd ought of evil, or conceaPd, 
it, as now light difpels the dark I 
ly'd they innocenj, and to their thoughts 
ice rccover'd fooo, and wonted calm. aio- 

eir morning's rural work they hafte, 
fweet dews and flowers ; where any row 
-trees, over- woody, reached too far 
unper'd boughs, and needed hands to cheek 
embraces: or they led the vine 215 

her elm ; (he fpous'd, about him twines 
riageable arms, and with her brings 
ir'r, the* adopted clufters» to adorn 
ea lcave$. Tbek thus employ 4 \>t\k&^ 
Pi 
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With pity heav^ii'i high King, and to hia call'd 
Raphael, the fociable fpi'rit, that deigii'4 
To travel with Tobias, and fccar'd 
His marriage with the fcv*ntimes-weddcd fpaid. 

Raphael, fnid he, thou hear'fl what ftir on tart] 
Satan, from hell ^fcapM through the daricfomeguM 
Hath raisM in Paradife, and how difturb*d 
This night the human pair, how he defigna 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore ; hal^this day, as friend. with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in what bow'r or Aiade 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of nooq retir'd. 
To relpite his day-labour with repaft, 
Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe brine on, 
As may advtfe him of his happy ftate, 
Happinefs in his powV left free to will. 
Left to his own free* will ; his will though fre^ 
Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware 
He fwerve not too fecnre. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what.enehiy. 
Late fall'n himfclf from hea^'n, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like flate of blifs : 
By violence ? no : for that (hall be withftood ; 
But by deceit and lies : this let him know. 
Left wilfully tranfgrefiing, he pretend 
Surpnisab, unadmpnifli'd, unforewarn*d. 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and fulfill'd 
All juftice : nor dclay'd the winged faint 
ACter his charge receiy*4 ; but from among 
Thoufand celeftial Ardours, where he ftood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 

I., aMt KafM.] ileb. i. e. th^ remedy^ or phyfick of Cod, 
name of an archangel, not mentioned in facred icripture, oi 
ToUt chap. iii. 27.»— ▼. 4> ^t 9.— i. 5. — xii. 15. 

JL. 249, TboUfind teUftiaJ Ardour tJ\ Ardor in Latin implie 
yeney, ezMcding love, eager dclve^ ijfri im>ixc \ ^XxkcV^Aui \ 
idcM of an 9i3|;el. Skhafdfou. 
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through. the mid& of heav*a ; th* ang:ellckxhoir8«> 
ich hand partiog* to his fpeed gave way 
ugh all tk' empyreal road ; till at the gate 
eav'n arrivM, the gate fclf-opcn'd wide, 
olden hinges turning, as bj work 2^ 

iC the fovVcign Architedl had fram'd. 
hence, no cloud, or, to obiiru6l his iight, 
int^rpos'd, however fmal], he fees, 
jnconform to other fhining globes, 
I, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crown'd 260 
e all hills'. As when by ntght tbe«glafs 
Galileo, leb aflur'd, obferves 
in'd lands and regions in the moon : 
lot, from amidft the Cyclades, 
1 or Sampt firf( appearing, kens 265 

»udy fpot. ' Down thither prone in flight 
seeds, and through the vafl ethtreal iky 
between worlds and worlds, with ftcddy wiag 
on the pol^ winds, then with quick fan 
ows the buxom air: till within foar 270 

iw'ring eagles, to' all the fowls he feems 
oenix, gaz'd by all, as that fole bird, 
, to infhrine his reliques in the fun'a 

54« Cyclades,'] Lat. Gr. i. e. circles i fifty-three idands Iflng 

ck round about Delos, in the Archipelago. 

S5, Dehs,] JLat. from the Gr. i. e. mamfefi^ or appearinf ; 

(as the fable ^oti) it lay under water, or floated about u» 
time, till Neptune, at the command of Jupiter, fixed it,. that 

mifht ly in of Apollo and Diana there. But the true rca- 
this name is this, becauie it appears fooncd of^any to the 

Samos."] Lat. Gr. i. e. high ; becauft it is upon a hiiph and 
round; another of thefc iiles over againO Ephefus, about 
miles from jerufalem. It is rendered famous for being the 
lace of the great philofophcr Pytiiagoras, about A. M. 3500.. 
S9. Polar v;inds,] i. e. the winds that blow from the norths 
th poles. 

^a, Ph^nix.'] liftt. from the Gr. i. e. red, crimjbih^chured. A 
c bird, of a i^urnle colour like an Cm^Ic, 

I?*3 
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Brijght temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flics. 

At once on th' eaftern clifF of Paradife fff 

He lights^ and to his proper (Hape retiirnsy 

A fcraph wingM : fix wings he wore, to (hade 

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 

Each (houlder broad, came mantling o'er hia breaft 

With regal- ornffmcnt ; the middle pair 280^ 

Girt like a Harry aK>ne his waifl, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gok)^ 

And colours dipt in hear'n ; the third his fieet- 

Shadow'd from cither heel with featherM mail, 

Sky-tin^lur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he ftood, 185 

And (hook his plumes^ that heav'nly fragrance fill'd 

The circuit wide. Strait knew hiin all the bands 

Of angels under watch ;. and to his ftate* 

And to his zneflfage high, in honour rlie ^ 

For on fome melTage high they guefs'd him bounds 290^ 

Their glittering tents he paf8'd> and now is come ' 

Into the blifsful £eld, through groves of myrrb. 

And flow'ring odours, cai&a, nard^ and balm $ 

A wlldernefs of fwects ! for Nature here 

Wanton*d as in her prime, and play'd^at will* t^S. 

Her virgin-fancies, pouring forth more fweel^ 

V/iid aboife rule or art;, enormous blifs 1 

film, through the fplcy forcft onward come>. 

Adam difctru'd, as in the door he fat 

I.. %7A, Ththts.'] Sc^'cral cities are calkd fb : thi| was.in Bfypt, 
calltd ulfo HeHQpofis, Gr. i. e. tkt city of the funj aod the couotn; 
about it Thebais^ now Tkeves. 

L. 285, Majfl,] Lat. Gr. i. e. a mtrfe. The daughter of Aths, 
of whom Jupiter begat Mercury. 

J- *V3» Cajpa.'j I.at. Gr. Hcb. Ketftotb, i. c. a f craping, A fweet: 
ftnclllog ttiriib in Arabia, Iigypt, &c. ; for, when the bark of it i« 
ftrraixd, it ftiids OMt a mod fragrant fmell, like dnnaiDon. There 
kre nine fpccies of it. About Alexandria and in the Wc(l-Indics, 
it grows to be u very large tree. 

Ibid. Nard,] Hcb. i. c. fweet o}nintentt\ another fwecit-fnKllr 
ifig ihrab, growing in AraUa, By^>)^> ^^ Vr^dlvo^, «a^k,4 tvordot UY-tlK. 
<?/Ti^, ^d/fikfnaid by v^. 
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18 cod bow'r ; while now the mounted fun 30a 
down dire^ his fervid rays, to warm 
I't inmoft womby mere warmth than Adam needs ^ 
Eve within > due at her hour^ prepared 
linner favoury fruits,, of tafte to pleaft 
appetite, and not difrelifli thirft 30; 

ida*rou8 draughts between, from> milky ftream, 
', or grape : to whom thus Adam calPd :: 
ifte hkher, Eve ! and worth thy fight behold 
yard among thofe trees, what glorious (hape 
% this way moving; feems another mora jio, 

on mid- noon t fome great beheft from heav'n 
s perhaps he brings, and wili vouchfafe 
day to be our gueil:. But ga with fpeed, 
what thy ilores contain, bring forth, and pour 
idance, fit to honour and veceive 3 1 ^ 

beav'nly ftranger : well^ we may aflbrd 
givers their own gifts, and large beitow 
i large bellow'd, where Nature multiplier 
fertile growth, and by diiburd'ning grows 
: fruitful, which inftrudb us not to fpare. 320 

> whom thus Eve : Adam, earth's hallow'd mold,. 
>od infpir^d 1' fmall flore will ferve, where (lore, 
eafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk ; 

what by frugaV ftoring firmnefs gains 

lOurifh, and fuperfluous naoifl coniumes : 3^5, 

I will hade, and. from each bough and brake, 

i plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch choke 

inter tain our angel -gueft^ as. he. 

>ldhig (hall conf^fs, that here on earth 

hath difpens'd hts bounties, as in heav'n^ 33Q 

> faying, ^ith difpatchful looks in hailcL 
turns^ oq hofpitable thoughts intent 

It choice to choofe for delicacy bed;. 

It order, fo contrived as not to mix 

C8, Dot well join'd, inclcgaui •, WxV^iau^ %'^. 
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Taftc after tzkt, upheld with kimdlieil cbaoge : 
Bellirt her then, and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever Earth, all-bearing mother, yields 
In India £a(l or Weft, or middle (hore. 
In Pontus, or the Punick coaft, or where 340 

Alcinous reign*d, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or fmooth rin*d, or bearded hufk, or Ihell^ 
She gathers, tribute large, and on tfie board 
Heaps with unfpai^ing hand ; for drink the .grape 
She cruflves, inoffenfive muft, and meaths 3^ 

From many a berry', and from fweet kernelr prefs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veflels pure ; then ftrows the ground 
With rofe and odours from the (hrub unfum*d. 

Meanwhile our prinutive great fire, to meet 550 
His godlike gueft, walks forth, without more trajo 
Accompany*d than with his own complete 
Perfedions : in himfelf was all his ftate ; 
More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long 555 

Of horfcs led, and grooms befmear*d with gold, 
Dazzles the croud, and fcts them all agape» 
Nearer his prefence, Adam, though not aw'd. 
Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek> 
As to* a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

L. 3^40. Ponfui.'] I.at. Gr. L e. thfea. It is called the Eujdne 
fea, the BUck fea, mare m/tgg'wre, (by the Italians, i. c. the greater 
fia, through ignorance,) and by other names. Pontos is a fmaU 
iea in LefTer Afia, upon the north-caft fide of Conftantinople, mo- 
net h into the White fea, and from thence into the Mediterranean 
fea. 

Ibid. PwwV*,] Phemciarif <). Pernek^ from the Peni or Beneanak, 
Hcb. i. c. thefom of Anaky a famous giant, Kumb. xiii^.22, a8. The 
old inhabitants of Canaan, in the days of Mofes. 

L. 341. A/cinouSil Lat. Gr. i. e. Magnanimous. An ancient king 

of Corey ra (now Corfu) in the mouth of the gwif of Venice ^ who 

had fair orchards, it being an apple country, 'i'he poets, in high 

fo/Tjmrndation of them, feigned they were golden apples, which 

Homer took from the |^rde:i und v^\\t^ ol ^i.\'«^.&. 
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TThus faid ; Native of heav'n 1 for other place 

i^one can than heav'n fuch glorious fhape contain ; 

Since hj defcending from the thrones above, 

Thofe happy places thou baft deign'd a while 

To want, and honour thefe ; vouchfafe with us 365 

Two* only, who yet by fov'reign gift pofTcfs 

This fpacious ground, in yonder (hady bowV 

To reft, and what the garden choiceil bears 

To fit and tafte» till this meridian heat 

Be oveir, and the fun more cool decline* 370 

Whom thus th' angelick Virtue anfwer^d mild; 
Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou fuch 
Crcatedj or &ch place haft here to dwell. 
At may not oft invitej though fpiVits of heav'n^ 
To vifit thee ; lead on then where thy bowV 3715 

0*erfliades 1 for thefe mid^hours, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour fmilM^ 
With flowVets deck'd, and fragrant fmells : but £ve 
Undeck'd (ave with berfelf, more lovely far 380, 

Than wood-nynrtph, or the faireft goddefs^ feignM 
Of three that in mount Ida naked ft rove. 
Stood to' entertain her gueft from heaven ; no veil 
She needed, virtue^^proof ; no thought infirm 
Aiter'd her check. On whom the ^ngel Hail 385 

9<ftowM, the holy falutation us'd 
Long after to blefs^d Mary, fecond Evt,. 

L. 381. Thtie ^otldeJ[eu\ Juno, PaHas, and Venus, who ftrove for 
^he golden apple, with this motto. Let it he given to the fairefl. 
They chbfe l^aris for their umpire, and promifed him great rewards 
to bring him over to their interel}. Venus promifed him Ileieua, 
the faireft voman in the world, &c. lie gave it and the prc-emi- 
jpencc of beauty to her; whit-h was the original cauie of the dcOruc* 
tpon of Troy, himfelf, and his family. 

Li. 387. Mdry,] o? Marii Heb. Mirjanif Lat. and Gr. Mnrfa, 
i e. hi/ter, or very fad. Miriam, the fifter of Mo(es, was thcfirll 
of that name ; bccauft (he was boi n in the time of a l>ittcr afilir- 
lion and SlRvery in Egypt- Sec E&od.xv. IV »»^ VAk>Ctv v '^':>. 
Jicrc the bkffid virgin. Majy, the ipoUfiec. oi qavlVax^^ ^V> VsA. 
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Hall, mother of mankind ! whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy fon«| 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 5 
Have heap*d this tahle. Rais'd of graffy turf 
Their table wa8> and mofiy feats had round ; 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pil'd, though fpring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold ; 3 
>^oiear left dinner coo) ; when thus began 
Our author : Heav'nly ilranger ! pleafe to taifte 
Thefe bounties^ which our Nourifhery from whom 
All perfefi good, unmeafurM out, defcendsy 
To us for food and for delight hath caus'd 4 

The earth to yield ; unfavoury food> perhapt. 
To fpiritual natures ; only this I know. 
That one celcftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the angel : Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to man in part ^ 

Spiritual^ may of pureft fpi'rits be found 
Ko' ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential fubftances require. 
As doth your rational ; and both contaTn 
Withift them every lower faculty i 

Of fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch, tafte 
Thfting concod, digeft, aflimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftainM and fed : of elements, ^ 

The groffer feeds the purer ; earth the fca ; 
Earth and the fea feed air ; the air, thofe fires 
Ethereal, and as loweft, firft the moon \ 
Whence ia her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg'd . 
Vapours, not yet into her fubftance turn*d. /{ 

» real falutation from the archangel Gabriel, 4000 years a 
this. ** And'the aogei came in uato her, and faid, Hail, t 
art highly ftvoured, ^hc LoKd Vs vjixk tJatc \ \iVffi«l ^TXXjaaM wn 
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th the moon no nourilhment exhale 

er moift continent to higher orbs. 

If that light imparts to all, receivet 

11 his alim^ntal recompence» 

ifd exhalations, and at ev'n 425 

ith the ocean. Though in heav'n the trees 

ambroilal fruitage bear, and vines 

e^r ; though from off the boughs each morn ' 

i(h mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

1 with pearly grain : yet God hath here 430 

his bounty fo with new delights, 

f compare with heaven ; and to tafte 

not I (hall be nice. So down tbey fat, 

» their viands fell ; nor feemingly 

gel, nor in mift, the common glofs 435 

iologians ; but with keen difpatch 

hunger, and concodtive heat 
afubftantiate : what redounds, tranfpires 
jh fpi'rits with eafe ; nor wonder ; if by fire 
ty coal, th' empirick alchemift 44 q 

rn, or holds it pojQible to turn, 

of droflieft ore to perfeft gold, 
m the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 
rr'd naked, and their flowing cups 
>leafant liquors crown'd. O innocence 44^ 

ing Paradife I if ever, then, 
lad the fons of God excufe to* have been 
»or*d at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 
inlibidtnovs reign*d, nor jealoufy 
nderftoodf the in}ur*d lover's hell. 450 

8 when with meats and drinks they had fuffic'd^ 
irden*d nature, fudden mind arofe 
am, not to let th* occafion pafs 

.7. The font if Gm/i,1 i. e« the holy angels, whom ibme 
to have converlation with womcQ| from 9, USA ^txJk y«^ 
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Giv*n him hj tbit great conference, to know 
Of things above his world* and of their be'iog 
Who dwell in heavn ; whofe excellence he bw 
Tranfcend his own fo far ; whofe radiant formsy 
Divine efiPulgencei whofe high pow'r fo far 
Exceed human ; and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th' empyreal minifter he firam'd : 

Inhabitant with God ! now know I ttrell 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man ; 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfaf 'd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafle ; 
Food not of angels, yet accepted fo. 
As that more willingly thou couldft not (eem 
At heav*n's high feafts to' have fed : yet what comp; 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply 'd : 
O Adam 1 one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return. 
If not deprav'd from good ; created all 
Such to perfeAlon, one firft matter all, 
Endu*d with various forms, various degrees 
Of fubftanccy and in things that live, of life ; 
But more refio'd, more fpiritous,, and pure. 
As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending. 
Each in their feveral adive fpheres aifign*d. 
Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 
Proportioned to each kind. So from the root 
Springs lighter the green flalk ; from thence, the le: 
More airy ; laft, the bright confummate flowV 
Spirits odorous breathes : How'rs, and their fruit, 
Man's nourifliment, by gradual fcale fublim'd. 
To vital fpi'rits afpire, to animal, 
To intellcdlual ; give t>oth life and fenfe, 
Fancy and underdanding ; whence the foul 
Reafon receives, andceafon is her being, 
JDi/cttrfive, or intuitive : difcourfe 
Is ofu& yours, the Ullcr moft. \% o>w%^ 
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ring but in degree, of kind the fame. 49* 

der not then, what God for you iaw good 

refufe not, but convert, a$ you, 

roper fubfUnce. Time may come, when men 

I angels may participate, and find 

iconventent di'et, nor too light hre ; 495 

firom theic corporal nutriments, perhaps, 

bodies may at laft turn all to fptrit, 
ovM by tra& of time, and winged afcend 
real, as 'we ( or may at choice 

or in heavenly Paradifes dWell | 400 

be found obedient, and retain 
terably firm his love entire, 
fe progeny you are. Meanwhile, enjoy 

fill what happinefs this happy fiate 
comprehend, incapable of mot^ 505 

I whom the patriardi of mankind reply^d : 
rourable fpi'rit, propitiom gueft I . 

haft thou taught the way that might dire& 
knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet . 
I centre to circumference; whereon* 51^ 

intempla'tion of created things, 
eps we may afcend to God. But fiiy, 
t meant that caution join'd. If ye be found 
lient ? Can we want obedience then ■ 
im, or poffibly his love defert, ^ig 

formM us from the duft» and plac'd us faerey ; 

to the utmoft meafnre of what bltfs 

an defires can ieek or apprehend ? 

I whom the angel : Son of heav'n and earth, 

id 1 That thou art happy, owe to God ; 529 

thou contiou'ft fuch, owe to thyfelf, 

is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 

was that caution giv*n thee ; be advis'd. 

made thee perfe^, not immutable} 

good he made thee ; but to iDttfe^ttt ^^ 

L. I. Q^ ^1 
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He left It in thy powV ; ordaia'd thy will 

By nature free, not overrul'd by fate 

Inextricable, or (Iri^ ifecefiity : 

Our voluntary fervice he requires, 

Not our neceffitated ; iuch with him 531 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 

Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they fervc 

Willing or no, who will but what they muft 

By deftiny, and can no other choofe ? 

Myfelf, and all th' angelick hoft, that ftand 555 

Ini^iight of God enthroned, our happy ftate 

Hold, as you your's, while our obedience holds ; 

On other furety none : freely we ferve, . 

Becaufe we freely love, as in our will 

1 o love or not ; in this we ftand or fall : 548 

And fome are fall-n» to difobedience falPn ; 

And fo from ^eav'n to deepeft hell : O fall 

From what high ftate of blifs into what wo ! 

To whom our great progenitor : Thy words 
Attentive, and. with more delighted. ear, 545 

Divine inftrudkor, I have heard, than when 
Chcrubick fongs by night from neighboring hills 
Aereal mufick fend. Nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free : 
Yet, that we never (hall forget to love 55* 

Our Maker, and obey him, whofe command 
Single is* yet fojuft, my conftant thoughts 
Affur'd me', and ftill affure ; though what thou tell'ft 
Hath pafs'd in heav*n^ fome doubt within me moves. 
But more defire to hear, if thou confent, §^^ 

The full relation : which muft needs, be ftrange. 
Worthy of facred filence to. be heard : 



L. JJ48, — ^«or kfltw I not 
To he both -will ani deed created free*'] Nor was it unknown to mc 
tbit my will and actions are itee. 1 knvn I vi«s €i:cc« Two nc- 
^atires make an affirmative, ^bardjbn. 
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e have yet large day ; for fcar^e the fun . 
inifh'd half his journey', and fcarce begins 
her half in the great zone of heav'n. ■* 56^ 

8 Adam made requeft ; and Raphael, 
hort panfe affenting, thus began : 
h matter thou injoin*ft me% O prime of men ! 
ky and hard ! For how (hall I relate 
nan fenfe th' invifible exploits ^6^ 

ring fpfrits ? how, without remorfe, 
in of fo many, glorious once, 
:rfeft, while they ftood ? how, laft, unfold 
crets of another world, perhaps 
?ful to reveal ? Yet, iot thy good, 57* 

difpens'd : and what furmounts the reach 
lan fenfe, I (hall delineate fo, - 
ning fpiritual to corporeil forms, •-' 

f exprefs them beft : though, what if earth 
the fhadow* of heav'n, and things therein 575 
>' other like, more than on earth is thought ? 
•ct this world was not, and Chaos wild ' 
1 where thefe heav'ns now roll, where earth now 
ler centre pois'd : when on a day, (r^s 

me, though in eternity, apply'd 580 

:ion> meafures all things durable! 
Pent, pail,' and future), on fuch day 
v*n*8 great year brings forth, th* empyreal hoft 
sis, by impenal fnmmons call'd, 
rable before tb* Almighty's throne 5S5 

ith, from all the ends of heav'n, appeared 
their hierarcks in orders bright : - ■ •> 

)ufahd thottfand enfigns high advanc'd, 
ds and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
in the air, and for diftin^ion ferve 590 

archies, of orders, and degrees : 
beir glittering tiflbes bear imblaz'd > 

lemoriais, ads of zeal at\d lo\^ 
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Recorded eminent. Thot when in orbt 

Of circuit inexpreffibk they ftood» 595 

Orb within orb, the Father infinitef 

By whom in bKi« imbofom'd fiit the Son, 

Amidfty .as from a flaming mounts whole top 

Brigfatnefs had made invifible, thus ^pake : 

Etear all ye aiige]t» progeny of Hght« Coo 

Tbronea, dominations, princedoma, ▼irtoes^ pow'rt! 
Hear my decree, which norevok^d fhall ftand : 
This day 1 ha?e begot, whom I declare 
Ifij only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold Icf 

At my right hand ; your head 1 him appoint | 
And by myfelf have fwom, to him fhall bow 
AH knees in heav'n, and (hall confefs him l<or4^ 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United as one individual foul, ilC 

For ever happy < him who diibbeys. 
Me difbbeys, breaks union, and that day 
Caft out from God and blefTed vifioa, f^lU 
Into' utter darknefs, deep ingulf 'd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end* 6j< 

So fpake di* Omnipotent, and with bia words 
All feemM well pleas'd : all feemM, but were no( alL 
That day, as other folemn days, they fpeaft 
In long, and dance, about the (acred hill ; 
Myftical dance, which yonder ftarry fphere 6t 

Of planets, and of fix'd, in aH her wheels 
Refembles neareft ; mazes intricate, 
Zccentrick, intervblv'd^ yet regular 
1 hen moft, when moft irregular they feem f 
And in their motions harmony divine 6t 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God'i own ea^ 
Liftens delighted. Evening now approach *dft 
(For we have alCb' our ev'uing and our morn,^ 
We ours for change de\e6(»b\e» uox \x^^d\ v 
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thwith from cUnce to fwcct repaft they turn' 630 
QroQS ( all in ch^le^ t% they &ood» 
:>le8 are fet, and on 4 fudden piKd 
th angels food, and rubied nectar flowa 
pearly in diamondy and maffy gold ;. 
lit of delicious vines, tha growth of heav'n. .. 6^5 
flow'rs repos'd, and with frcfh flowVcta crown'd, 
ey eaty they drink* and in communion fweet 
afF immortality aad joy, fecurs 
furfeiti where full meafure only bounds 
:efs, before th' sU bounteous King, wiio (how'rM 
th copious handy rejoicing in their joy. (>4l. 

w when ambrofial oight» with clouds exh a) 'd 
>m that high mount of God, whence light and (hade 
ing both* the face of brrghteft heav'n hadcfaang'd 
grateful twilight, (for night com«s not there 645^ 
larker veil)^ and rofeate dews difpos'd 
but th' unfleeping eyes- of Go({ to. reft y 
de over 9II the plains and wider, far 
an all this globou* earth, in plain out fprcad^ 
ich ^ve the conrts^ of God)* th' angclick throng, S^ 
p<r>'4' u» ^ndsand files^ their- camp extend 
living ikeam^ among, the freest of lifc^ 
ilions n^mbcrleft, and fudden rearfd*. 
eftiat tab^mi^les, where the> flept 
m'd wish- cool wiRds % fiivcthofe who» in their «o«rre». 
lodious-hymna. about the foreign throne 656 

ecnau all night long. Bl^t not fo wak'd 
» t fb eail |Un npw t haa^ former qame 
leard no Biore 10 heav'n ^ W of the firft> 
lot the firft archangel, great ia.pow% ^fyx 

avoiir an^re-emineocc, yet ikaugtiit 
th envy* againft the Son of 6bd, tha^ day 
nouii'd lary his great Fatheri and proclaimed 
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Mclfiah King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that fight, and thought himfelf impair* 
Deep malice thence conceiving, and difdain, 6< 

Soon as midnight brought on the dufky houry 
Friendlieft to deep and filence, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
Unworihipp'd, unobey'd, the throne Aipreme^' € 
Contemptuous ; and his next fubordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in fecret fpake r 

Sicep'ft thou, companion dear ! what (Teep can clo 
Thy eye- lids, and remember'ft what decree 
Of yellerday, fo late hath pafs'd the ]ip9 i 

Of heaV*n's Almighty ? Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wa/l wont, I mine to thee was. wont t^' imfMt^ % 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy deep diffent ? New laws thou feed inpos'd; 
New laws from him who reigns, new minds ma^ rai 
In us who ferve, new eounfels, to debate ( 

What doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
To utter is not fa fc. Affembic thou 
Of all thofe-myriads which we lead, the chief; 
Tell them, that by command, ere yet dinv mght ' 
Her fliadowy cloud withdraws, I am to baftc» 
And all who under me their banners wave. 
Homeward, with flying march, where we poflefs 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 

L. 664. MeftahJi 'Rth.MeJfus and CArj^of in Greek, i. e 
Uttointcd, ChnHians belieTC that Jefbs, born iii Bethlehem, a 
A. M. 4CXX), in the reign of Augulhis, is the tme Meffi: 
Chrift. ...,. 

JL. 689. The quarters of fbe north,'] See Sa^nazark^i de j 
Virginh, HI. 40. 

VoSf qtium orrme arderet cvhtm fervlRhus armsy 

ArBomnque furor pert enderet impita axem 

Scandere^ et in geftdos regnum trujiiferre TrioneSf 

Fida manus mecvm ntanjtftis. 
Tlierc are other paflkgcs in the fame poem, of which Miltor 
ma Jc ufc* Jortin. 



/^ 
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Fit entertainment to receive our King, 6\^fy 

The great Meffiah, and his new commands^ 
Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So fpake (he falfe archangel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary bread 695 

Of his alTociate : he together calls, 
Or feveral one by one, the regent pow'rs. 
Under him regent ; tells^ as he was taught. 
That the Moft High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had diiincumber'd heav'n, 70® 

The great hierarchal ftandard was to move ; 
Tells the fuggefted canfe, and cafta between . . 
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found 
Or .taint integrity : but all obey*d 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 705 

Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heaven ; 
His couDt'nance, as the morning-ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock, allur'd them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heav'n's hoft. 710 

Meanwhile th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns 
Abftrafeft thoughts, from forth his holy mount. 
And from within the golcken lamps that burn 
Nightly before him, faw, without their light. 
Rebellion ridng; faw in wfaoni, how fpread f 15 

Among the fons of Morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to i[>|}pofe his high decree ; 
And fmiling, to his only Son thus faid r 

Some have thought that Milton intended, but I dare fay he was 
above fntending here any refledlion upon Scotland, though, beiug 
an Independent, ht had no great* affection for tiie Scots Prc{by< 
terians. H^ had the authority, we &e, of Sannazarius for fixing 
Satan's rcbcUion in the quarters of the north ; and he liad miuh 
better authority, the fame that Sannazarius had, that of the pro- 
phet, whofe words, though applied to the king of Babylon, yet al- 
lude to this rebellion of Satan. See Uaiah xW, ii, \^, 
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Son I Thou in whom my glory^ I bchoM 
, ^1 full refpleiidencey heir of all my might t 
Nearly it now concerat us to be fure 
Of our omDipotcoce ; and with what armt^ 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire t fuch a foe 
Is riiing, who intends to* cred hit throne 
Equal to ours^ throughout the fpacioot north ; 
Nor fo contents hath in hit thought to try 
In battlty what our pow'r 189 or out rigbu 
Let us adirife, and to this haaard draw 
With fpced what force is left» and all employ • 
In our defence ; left unawares we lefe. 
This our high place,, our (anduary^ our hilk 

To whom the Son, with calm aipc^ and clear, 
Lightning divinr, inefiable,. fcreoe* 
Made anfw'tr : Mighty Father i thou thy foes 
Juftly haft in dcrifion« and fecure 
LaYigh'ft at their vain deHgns, and tumults tain :: 
Matter to me- of glory • whom their hate 
Il|uftrat6s» when they fee all regabpow'r 
GiT'n me to quell their pride ; and in ete&t 
Know whether I be dext'roua to fubdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worft in hcav'n. 
So fpake the Son : but Satan» with his pow*rf| 
- Fpr was advanc'd on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable as the ftars of nighty 
Or ftars of momiogy dew*dropS) which th« fun 
Impearls o» every leaf and every flowV. 
Regions they pafs'dy the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Fotcntatesi and Thrones^ 
In their triple degrees (regions, to which 
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more. 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And al) the fea, from one entire globofe ^. 



/ 
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StrctchM into longitude ; which having pafsM, 
At length into the limits of the north 755 

They came ; and Satan to his royal feat> 
High on a hill, . hr blazii^, as a mount 
Rais'd on a mount/ with pyramids and tow'rs 
From diamond quarries hcwn> and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 760. 

That ftrufiure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted}* which not long after, he^ 
A£Ee^ing all equality with God» 
In imitation of that mount whereoa 
Meffiah was declared in fight of heav^, j6j. 

The mountain of the congregation call'd i 
For thither he aflembled all h\$ train,. 
Pretending fo commanded,, to confult 
About the great reception of their King» 
. Thither to come ;, and with calummVus art • • 770 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears : 

ThroneSf dominatk>n«, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs. 
If thefe magnifick titles yet remain 
Not merely titular ! fince by decrsr 
>* Another now hath tahimfclfingrofs'd 775 

All powV, and us eclips'd under the name 
Of ICing anoinled f for whom all this hade 
Of midnight-march and hurried meeting here. 
This only to coafult, how we may beft. 
With what may be devised of honours new, f9mt 

SLeceive him, coming to receive from us 
Koee- tribute yet unpaid : proftralioa vile 1 
Too much to one 1 bat double, how endur'd 1 
To one and to his image now proclaimM ? 
9ut wha( if betler counlels m%ht ered 78; 

Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke i 

L. 7^. ludfer.} Fr. Jul. Lat. i. e. a better of Tight, The firft 
navwif this archangel before his fall; bccaufc of his mod excdk 
lent Ifght and ^ iory. 
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Will ye fubmit your necks, and cboofe to bend 

The fupple knee ? Ye will not, if I truft 

To know ye right ; or if ye know yourfelves 

Natives and fons of heav'n, poflefs'd before 790 

By none ; and if not equal all, yet free» 

Equally free ; for orders and degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well conliftr 

Who can in reafon then, or right, aflume 

Monarchy over fuch :»s live by right 795 

His equals, if in pow'r and fplendour leffl* , 

In freedom equal ? or cait introduce 

Law and edi6l on us, who without law 

Err not ? much lefs for this to be our Lord* 

And look for adoration, to th' abufe ^ iTi 

Of thofe imperial titles, which aifert lik 

Our being ordain'd to govern, not to ferve *• V 

Thus far his bold difcourfe without control 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal adorM fto5 
I'he Deity*, and divine Commands obey'd, 
Stood up, and in a (lame of zeal fevere, 
'I'he current of his fury thus oppos*d : 

O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud ! 
Words which no ear eter to hear in.heav'n Si© 

Expedledf lead of all from thee, ingrate. 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Can (I thou ^ith impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of Gk>d, prouounc'd and fwom. 
That to his only Son, by ri^ht endu'd 815 

With regal fceptre, every foul in heav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confefs hi«i rightful King ? Unjuft, thou fay'ft. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free, 

li. 805. Ahdk!."', Hcb. i. c. the ^cr^ant of Cod; the fame as 
Obadiab. 
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id equal over equal to let reign, 820 

»e over all with unfuccceded power. 

alt thou give law to God, (halt thou difpute 

ith him the points of liberty, who made 

cc what thou aft, and form'd the powVs of heav'n 

ch as he pleas'd, and circumfcrib'd their being ? 825 

t, by experience taught, we know how good, 

id of our good and of our dignity 

>w provident he is ; how far from thought 

» make us lefs ; bent rather to exalt 

It happy ftate, under one hiead more near 83© 

lited. But to grant it thee unjuft, 

lat equal over equals monarch reign : 

lyfidf, though great and glorious, doft thou count, 

r all aingelick nature joinM in one, 

pal to him, begotten Son ? by whom, S^^ 

B by. his Word, the mighty Father made 

II things, ev'n thee, and all the fpi'rits of hcav'n 

f him created in their bright degrees ; 

'owii'd them with glory*, and to their glory nam'd 

lirones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 840 

OcQtial powers ; nor by his reign obfcur'd, 

jt more illuftrious made; (ihcc he the head 

ne of our number thus reduc'd becomes j 

js laws our laws ; all honour to him' done 

eturns our ow n. Ceafe then this impious rage, 845 

nd tempt not thefe ; but haften to appeafc 

h' incenfed Father, and th' incenfed Son, 

rhile pardon may be found in time befought. 

So fpake the fervent angel ; but his zeal 
one feconded, as out of feafon judg'd, 85© 

r fingular and raih : whereat rejoic'd 
V apoftate, and more haughty thus replyM : 

That we were form'd then (ay'd ihou I and the woik 
^f fecondary hands, by tafl< transferred 
rom J^ather to hi$ Soni Strange po\nl, ^wd tvc^X ^^^ 
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Do6krine which we would know whence leaniM ; wl» Iiff 
When thia creation wm^ remcmber'ft thou 
Thy making* while the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not ai now ; . 
Know none before us ; felf-begot^ fclf-rais'd tft 

By our own ^qnick'ning powV., when faud xaourfe 
Had circled his full orb, the birth mature 
Of this our native heaven, nhereal fons. 
Our puiflance is our own ; our own right hand 
Shall teach us higheft deeds, t)>f proof to try 8lSf 

Who is our equal : then thou (halt behold 
Whether by fupplicatioa we intend 

L. 86i. — JTirif /<<f j/ Ourje^ &c.] We may obfenrt^ that OK 
author makes Satan a fort of faulift. We angelt (%• he) ipcn 
Jtlf-begot^fe^f-tmfei hy wir own qmcktfdm fwvftr^ wbiM the emftd 
fate had completed its full fvu»d and perm ; then we were the IM 
mature^ the prodoAion in due (eafoiH vf this em native beaven, V9 
complimcDtto iauMn to p«t it into the nioiithx>f the AetiL Ne9 

L.. S64. Our puiffanee is our o-un,'] It haa been wonteed, that 
Milton (hoiild conftaiitly pronounce this word, and puijaat the ad* 
jeOive, with two i^llafailes, when they would be more ibnorout widi 
three ; but in this he conforms to the pra^r and example of tbt' 
bcft writers. So Fairfax, in his Tailb, cant. 18. (hui. SS* 

And 'saiaft the Aoithem ^te my pmjfmce bend \ 

and cant. 19. (Ian. .7SU 

Of this your terrible and puijjaut knights 

Though Spenfer, I find,^makes them ibmetimet three, as w«ti H 
fometimcs two fyllables. *A% Shake^^ear does likewife, % Heii» if* 
a£II. 

Upon the pow*r and put/faute of the king i 

and a little aftei^ards, 

/ 

And come againft us in fiill pu'ffan^. 

In the fbfmcr line, >i4ff«««« ^ >*&A as \.vjo ^}>&a^it&^ vodLVtixKe Itf* 
tcr as three. It was ccrlaanW ^^^^^ '^ l«2te«siv> taai^'XL^SSfc 
vne, or all the other. 
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Addrefs, and to begirt th' almighty throne 
Befeeching or bcfieging. This report, 
Thcfe tidings carry to th* anointed K.i^g ; 870 

Aiid fly, ere evil intercept thy flight ! 

He faidy and, as the found of Waters deep, 
Hoarfe murmur echoM to his words applaufe 
Through the infinite hoft ; dor lefs for that 
Tlie flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 87J 

Incompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwer'd bold : 

O alienate from God, O fpi^t accurs'df 
Forfaken of all good ; I fee thy fall 
Determined, and thy haplefs crew involv^ 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread 880 

Both of thy crime and punifhment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Mcffiah ; thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfaf M ; other decrees 
Againil thee are gone forth without recal : 885 

That golden fceptre, which thou didft rejeft. 
Is DOW an iron rod to bruife and break 
Thy difobedicnce. ^Vell thou didft advife i 
Yet not for thy advice, or threats, I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted ; left the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Dtilinguifli not ; for foon exped to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire 1 
Then, who created thee lamenting learn. 
When who can uncreate thee thou (halt know, 895 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he : 
Among innumerable &lfe, unroov'd, 
Unftiaken, unfeducM, un terrify 'd. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 909 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrougiit 
Vol. I. R 
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To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd. 
Long way through hoftile fcorn ; which he fuflain'd 
Superior* nor of violence fear'd ought ; 905 

And with retorted fcorn his back he turn'd 
On thofe ptoud tow'rs to fwift deftruAion doomM. 



End e/^BooK FiFTi 
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The ARGUMENT of Book VI. 

RAPHAEL continues to reUte how Michael and Ga^ 
brUi *\»^re fent firth to hattk againjt Satan and bU 
angelt. The firft fight defcrthed : Satan and his powers 
retire under night •* he calls a councils inveinfs devilijh 
enginesf which in the fecond ia/s fight p9$ Mkhdel 
"^ and his angels to fome diforder ; hut ihej^ at length 
fulling up mountains^ overwhelmed both tie^firce and 
machines of Satan : yet the tumult not fi endings, God 
on the third day fends Mejfiah his Son^ for whom he 
had referved the glory of that vi^iory : he in tba power 
of his Father coining to the place^ and camfing all 
his legions to Jiand fill on either Jtde^ with his cha-f 
riot and thunder driving into the midjl of his enemies ^ 
purfues thenii unable to rejifly towards the nvall ofhea* 
ven ; which openings they leap down with horror and 
confu/ion into 'the place of punifoment prepared for 
them in {he deep : Mejfiah returns with triumph to bis 
Father, 
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An. night tbe drcadlefs angel, unpiirfu*d. 
Through hcav'n's wide champain held his way j 
till moriiy 
WakM by the circling hours, with rofy hand 
Unbanr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, faft by his throne, 5 

Where light and darknefs, io perpetual round, 
Lodge and diflodge by turns, which makes through heav'n 
Grateful yicifliiude, like day and night ; 
Light ifiues forth, and at the other door 
Obfequious darknefs enters, till her hour 10 

To veil the heav'n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here : and now went £orth tbe morn. 
Such as in higheft heav'n, array'd in gold . 
Empyreal ; from before her vanifh'd night, 
Shot through with orient beams ; when all tbe plain 15 
Cover'd with thick imbattkd fquadrons bright. 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds, 
RefleAing blaze on bla^, firft met his view. 
War he perceived, war in procindt ; and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 20- 

To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among thofe friendly pow'rs, who him received 

L. 19. -war in procM.] As if you (hould fay, ready girded',, 

in allufioB to the ancients, who, juft before the battle, nfed to gird. 
their garments dbft to them, which, on other occafions, they wore 
vtry loofe. See Fcftus. Rlchardjon. 

R 3. 
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With joT and acclamations loud, that one. 

That of fo many myriads fall'n, yet one 

Rcturn'd not loft. On to the facrcd hill JJ \k 

They led him high applauded, and prefent 

Before the feat fuprcme ; from whence a voice. 

From midil a golden cloud, thus mild was heard: 

Servant of God, well done ! well haft thou fought 
The better 6ght, who (ingle haft maiotain'd y 

Againft revolted multitudes the caufc 
Of truth, ia word mightier than they in arms ;. 
And for the teftimony' of truth haft borne 
Univerfal reproach, far worfe tn hear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care,. J5 

To ftand app.rov'd in fight of God, though worlds 
Jndg'd thee perverfe. The cafier conqueft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of firiendsy 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 
ThaTi fcorn'd thou didft depart { and to fubdoc 40 
By force, who reafon for their law refufe. 
Right reafon for their law, and for their King 
!MeiIinh, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, -Michael 1 of celeftial armies prince ; 
And thou in military prowefs next, x.5 

Crabriel ! lead forth to battle thefe my fons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed faints, 
By thoufands and by millions, rang'd for fight ; 
Lqual in number to that godlefs crew 
Rebellious : them with fire and hoftile arms 50 

Fcarlcfs affciult ; and to the brow of heav'n 
Piirfuing, drive them out from God and blifs^ 
Into their place of punifhment, the gulf 
Of Tai tarns ; which rtady opens wide 
iriia fiery chaos to receive their fall. rr 

So fpake the fov'reign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to roll 
Jfl daPtiy wreaths reludant flames •, the fi^a - 
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Of wrath awak'd ! nor with Icfs dread the luud 

£thcrea1 trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 6o: 

At which command, the powers militant,. 

"^^hat ftood for heav'n, iri mighty quadrate join-d 

^f union irrcfiftible, mov'd on 

In filence their bright legions, to the found 

Of inftrumental harmony, that breath'd ^5; 

tteroick ardour to advent'rou« deeds, 

XJndcr their godlike leaders, in the caufe 

OjF God and his Meffiah. On they move 

Indiflblubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 

Nor ftrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream, divides 70 

Their perfeft ranks ; for high above the ground 

Their march was, and the pafllve air upbore 

Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 

Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 

Came fummon'd over Eden, to receive j* 

Their names of thee ; fo^. over many a traft 

Of heav'n they marched, and many a province wide. 

Tenfold the length of this tertcne. At laft. 

Far in th* horizon to the north appeared 

From ikirt to ikirt a fiery region, llretchM g© 

In battailous afptft, and nearer view 

Briftled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid fpears, and helmets throng'd, and /hields 

Various, with boaftful argument portray 'd. 

The banded pow'rs of Satan hafting on g^ 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 

That felf-farae day, by fight, or by furprize. 

To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

To fet the envier of his ft ate, the proud 

Afpirer ; but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90 

In the mid- way. Though ftrange to us it feem'd 

At firft, that angel fhoold with angel war. 

And in fierce bolting meet, who wont to meet 



i84 PARADISE LOST. BookVL 

So oft xn feftiTah of joy and love 

Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire, ^ 

Hymning ih' eternal Father : but tke fhout 

Of battle now began, and rufhing found 

Of onfet ended foon each milder thought* 

High in the midft, exalted as a god, 

Th' apoftate in his fun-bright chariot fat, lOQ 

Idol of majefty divine ! inclos'd 

With flaming cherubim, and golden fhields ; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne ; for Aovr 

'Twixt hod and hod but narrow fpace waa left, 

A dreadful interval ! and front to front 105 

Prefented flood in terrible array 

Of hideous length : before the cloudy vany 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

Satan, with vail and haughty flrides advancM 

Came tow'ring, arm'd in adamant and gold r no 

Abdiel that fight endur'd not, where he ftood 

Among the mightieft, bent on higheft deeds ; 

And thus bis own undaimted heart explores r 

O Heav'n ! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 115 

Kemain not : wherefore fhould not flrength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakeft prove 
Where boldeft, though to fight unconquerable ? 
His puiffance, truHing in th' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whofe reafon I have try'd i2e 

Unfound and falfe i nor is it ought but juft,. 
That he who in debate of truth hath won,. 
Should win iu arms, in both difputes alike 
Vi6lor : though bruti(h that conteft, and foulj 
When reafon hath to deal with force ; yet fo 125 

Moll reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth ftepplng oppofite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at iVis i^\evtv\Uvitv Wio^xft. 



/ 
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M, and thus fequrcly him dcfy'd j 1 30 

ud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reach'd 

eight of thy afpiring unoppos'd, 

irqne of God unguardedy and his fide 

lonM at the terror of thy power 

tent tongue ; fool ! not to think how Tain 135 

ft th' Omnipotent to rife in arms ; 

)ut of fmaJIeft things, could without end. 

raisM incef&nt ar^aies to defeat 

Dlly ; or with foHtary hand'», 

ing beyond ajl limit, at one blow* 140. 

edy could have finiih'd thee,, and whelm'd 

sgions under darknefs : but thou feeft 

e not of thy train s there be who faith 

f and piety to God, though then. 

^e not vifibley. when I alone 14.5 

1 in thy world erroneous to diflent 

all : my fe£i thou feeft ;, naw learn too late 

Few fometimes may know, when thoufands err. 

om th^ grand foe, with fbornfui' eye a/kance^ 

anfwer'd : 111 fox tjbee, but in wifh'd hour J 5.^. 

f revenge, fir lb fought for thou retturn'ft 

flight, feditious. angel ! to r-eceive 

merited reward, the firft aflay 

is right band, provok'd, fince iirft that tongue, 

'd with contradi^ion, durft oppofe 155 

rd part of the goda,, in fynod met 

<kitie&to afiert;. who, while they fectl 
\r divine within them, can allow 
potenoe to none, ^c well thou com'ft 
? thy fellowa, ambitious, to win 160- 

me fome plume ;. that thy fuccefs may (how 
iidion to the reft : this |M^ufe between, 
.i^erM left thou boaft) to let thee know.;^ 
ft. I thought thi)t liberty and hea^'u. 
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To lieav'aly fouls had been ftll coe ; but now 165 

I fee that moft through floth had rather krve, 
Minift'ring fpi'ntSi train'd up in feaft and fong ; 
Such hail thou armM, the minftrelfy of heav'ni ! 

?>ervility with freedom to contend, ! 

As both their deeds comparM this day fhall prove* 170 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftem reply'd : 
Apoftate 1 ftill thou err 'ft, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjuftly thou deprav*ft it with the name 
Of fervitude, to ferve whom Gk>d ordains, 175 

Or Nature ; God and Nature bid the fame* 
When he who rules is worthieft, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is fervitude, 
To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelled 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, iS« 

Thyfclf not free, but to thyfelf inthrallM ; 
Yet lewdly dar'ft our minift'ring upbraid. 
Reign thou in hell, thy kingdom ; let roe ferve 
In heav'n God ever blefs'd, and his divin« 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obeyed ! - 185 

Yet chains in hell, not realms, expcA r meanwhile. 
From me returned, as erft thou faidft, from flight. 
This greeting on thy impious crcft receive. " 
So fay'ing, a noble ftroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fq fwift with tempeft fell 19^ 

On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his (hieM, 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His mafly fpear upftay'd : ^s if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters forcing w»y» 
Sidelong had pufli'd a mountain from hir feat. 
Half funk with all his pines. ^ mazement feizM 
The rebel throtics, biil grea^tct t^%<t, t^ fe^ 
Thus FoiVd their m\g\i\kft. ; oai* ^o^^ ?i\Vd, ^u\^^s!Qin 
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Prefagc of vidory, and fierce defire 201 

Of battle : whereat Michael bid found 

Th* archangel trumpet : through the vaft of heav'n 

It founded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hofanaa to the HigK'eft : nor CLood at gaze 205 

The ad verfc. legions, nor lefs hideous join'd 

The horrid (hock. Now ftorming fury rofe. 

And clamour fuch as hjeard in heay'n till now 

Was never ; arms on armour clafhing bray'd 

Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels 210 

Of brazen chariots rag'd : dire was the noife 

Of conflict ! over head the difmal hifs 

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew ; 

And flying, vaulted eith.er hoft with fire* 

So under fiery cope together rufli'd "215 

Both battles main, with ruinous aflault 

And inextinguifhable rage : all heav'n 

Refounded ; and had earth been then, all earth 

Had to her centre fhook. What wonder ? when 

Millions of fierce encountering angels fought 220 

On either fide, the lead of whom could wield 

Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions : how much more of pow'r 

Army* againft army numberlefs to raifc 

Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb, 225 

Though not deftroy, their happy native feat ! 

Had not th' eternal King omnipotent, 

From his ftrong hold of heav'n, high ovcr-rul'd 

And limited their might ; though numbered fuch, 

As each divided legion might have fecm'd 230 

A numerous hoft ; in ftrength each armed band 

L. aio.— -<i«i the maMng ivbetls,'] What ftrong and <taring 
figures arc here! every thing is alive and animated. The very 
chariot v/beels are mad and raging. And how rough and jarring arc 
the verfes, and how admirably do they bnij tbt bQrribU ^KfcATd xJcwvi 
^foaid M:ribe I Ntwtoth 
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A legiont led io fight, yet leader feemM 

Each warrior fingle as in chief, expert - 

When to adTance, or "ftand, or torn the fway 

Of battle, open when, and when to clofe 2}5 

The ridges of grim war t no thought of flight. 

None of retreat* no unbecoming deed 

That argu'd feaT ; -each on himfelf rely'd. 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Ofvidory; deeds of ettmal lame 24O 

Were done, bnt infinite ; for wide was fpread 

That war, and various : fomcftimes on firm groond, 

A ftanding fight, then foaring on main wing 

Tormented all the air^ all air feem'd then 

Confiidtng fire« Long time in even fcale 245 

The battle huqg ; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigious pow'r had fhown, and met in arms 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 

Saw where the fword of Michael fmote, and felPd 25a 

Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed fway 

Braodifh'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide wafting ! fuch dcftruftion to withftand 

He haftcd, and opposed the rocky orb 

Of tenfold adamant, his ample (hield, 255 

A "vaft circumFercncc ! At his approach 

The great archangel from his warlike toil 

Surceas'd ; and glad, as hoping here to end 

Inteftine war in heav*n, th' arch-foe fubdu'd 

Or captive draggM in chains, with hoftile frown, 26^ 

And vifage all inflam'd, firft thus began ^ 

Author of cv'il ! unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in heav'n, now plenteous, as thou feeft 
Thefc a6ts of hateful ftrife, hateful to all. 
Though heavieft by juft mcafure on thyfclf 26; 

Aod thy adherents : how haft, iho^ dl^uiVd 
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EleaV'a's blefled peace, and into nature brought 

Ndifery, uncreated till the crime 

df thy rebellion ? how haft thou inftillM 

Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 270 

And faithful, now prov'd falfe ? But think not here 

To trouble holy reft : heav'n cafts thee out 

From kll her confines. Heav'n, the feat of blifs. 

Brooks not the works of violence and war. . 

Hence then ! slnd evil go with thee along, 275- 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, hell, 

Thou and thy wicked crew 1 there mingle broils, 

£re this avenging fword begin thy doom. 

Or fome more fudden vengeance, vringM from God^ 

Precipitate thee v^ith augmented pain. 280 

So fpake the prince bf angels ; to whom thus 
The adverfary : Nor think thou with wind 
Of airy threats to awe, whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turnM the leaft of thefc 
To flight? or if to fall, but that they rife 285 

UnvanquiftiM, eafier to tranfad with me. 
That thou ihouldft hope, imperious^ and with threats' 
To chafe me hence ? £rr not, that fo fhall end 
The ft rife which thou catrft evil, but we ftylc 
The.ftrife of glory ; which we mean to win, 29© 

Or tiirn this heav'n itfelf into the hell 
Thou fablcft ; here, however, to dwell free, 
If BOt to reign : meanwhile, thy utmoft force. 
And join him namM Almighty to thy aid,' 
I fly not ; but have fought thee far and nfgh. - 295 

They ended park, and both addrefs'd for fight 
Unfpeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken 00 earth confpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch height ^00 

Of godlike pow'r ? for likeft gwlA they feemM^ 
Stood tbey or Okor'd, 10 &atur«| moxiov ^ttti^; 

Vol. I. S ; 
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Fit to decide the empire of grtat heav'D. 
Now wav'd their fiery fwords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad funs their fliidds 305 
B)az'd oppofitCi while Expedation ftood 
Ju horror : from each hand with fpeed retir'd, 
Where eril was thickeft fight^ th' angelick throng. 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion : fuch as, to fet forth 310 

Great things by fmall, if nature's concord broke^ 
Among the conftellations war wete fprung. 
Two plaifets, rufhing from afpe& malign 
OF fierced oppofition, in mid iky. 
Should combat, and their jarring fpheres confound. 3 15 
Together both, with next to' almighty arm 
Uplifted imminent, one ftroke they aim*d 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow'r at once ; nor odds appeared 
In might, or fwift prevention: but the fword 320 

Of Michael, from the armoury of God 
Was giv'n him temper'd fo, that neither keen 
Nor folid might refift that edge : it met 
The fword of Satan, with deep force to fraitc 
Defcending, and in half cut fhcerj. nor ftay'd, 325 
But with fwift wheel reverie, deep- entering, (har'd 
All his right fide : then Satan firft knew pain, 
.And writh'd him to and fro convolv'd ; £0 fore 
The griding fword with difcontinuoutf wound 
Pafa'd through him I But th* ethereal fubftance dosM, 
Not long divifible ; and from the ga(h 97 1 

A dream of ne^aVous humour iffuing fiow'd 
Sanguine, fuch as ceiedial fpi'rits may bleed. 
And all his armour ftaia'd, erewhile fo bright. 
Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 
By angels many and droftg, who interp6s'd 
Defence ; while otbersboT^ Vv\m cin vYiw ^^^^ 
Buck to hi8 chariot, wVierc Vl ft.00^ i^ui'^ 
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From off tbt jfiles of war : there they him lai4 

Gnafhing for aDguini, and defpitey and (bame, 34® 

To find himfelf not matchlefa, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

tiis confidence to equal God in pow'r. 

Yet foon he heal'd 5 for, fpi'rits that live thronghout 

Vital in every part, not, as frail man, 345 

In intraiU, heart or head, liver or reins. 

Cannot but by annihilating die ;• 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 35© 

All intelled, all fenfe ; and as they pleafe. 

They limb themfelves, and colour, fhape, or fize 

A flume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like, deeds deferv'd 

Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 

And with fierce enfigns pierc'd the deep array 

Of Moloch, furious king ! who him defy*d, 

And at his chariot -wheels to drag him bound 

Thrcateri*d, nor from the Holy One of heav'n 

Refrain'd his tongue blafphemous : but anon 360 

Down cloven to the waift, with fhatter'd arms, 

And uncouth pain* fled bellowin^g. On each wing 

Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe 

Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 

Vanquifh'd Adramelech, and Afmadai, ^6^ 

L- 344«— /^ fptrits that five thrmigh»ut^ &c.] Our author's 
reafon for Satan*s healing fo foon, is l^ter than Homer's upon a 
like occafion : ^and we iee here Milton*s notions of angels. They 
arc vital in every part, and can receive no mortal wound, and can- 
not die but by annihilation. They arc all eye, all ear, all fcnfe 
and underdauding ; and can aflhme what kind of bodies they 
pleafe. And theie notions, if not true in divinity, yet certainly 
are very fine in poetry ; but mofl of them are not difagrecable to 
thole hints which are left us of thefc fpirituai beings in fcripturc. 

NtWtOH, 

L. 365. Adramelech,] Hcb. L t. s ma^ficent !ang» A jod of 
Scpbanrsum and Aflyrian countries^ % Kia^i !W\v, ^\» 

S % 



192 PARADISE LOST. Book VI. ' 

Two potent thrones ! that to be lefs than godi 

Difdain'd ; bat meaner thoughts learn'd in their flighti 

Mangled with ghaftly wounds through plate and mail. 

Nor flood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 

The athcift crew ; but with redoubled blow 37* 

Ariel and Ariochy and the violence 

Of Ramiel fcorch'd and blafled, overthrew. 

I might relate of thoufands^ and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but thofe ele6^ 
Angels, contented with their fame in heaven, 575 

Seek not the praiCe of men : the other fort. 
In might though wondrou8> and in afiks of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Cancerd from heav*n and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. ' 580 

For (Irength from truth divided, and from juft, 
Illaudable, naught merits but difpraife 
And ignominy ; yet to glory' afpires. 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy feeks fame r 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom ! 3R5 

And now, their might! eft quell'd, the battle fwerv'd, 
"With many an inroad gor'd ; deformed rout 
Enler'd, and foul diforder : all the ground 
With fhivcr'd armour drown, and on a heap 
Chariot, and charioteer, lay overturned, 39© 

And fiery foaming deeds : what dood, recoii'd 
O'er- wearied, through the faint Satanick hoft 
Defcniive fcarce, or with pale fear furpriz'd, 
Then fird with fear furprlz'd, and fenfe of pain, 
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought 395 

By fin of dlfobcdience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwife th' inviolable faints, 
In cubick phalanx firm, advanc'd entire, ^ 

Invij\perable, impenetrably arm'd ; 40% 



Book VI- PARADISE LOST. 193 

Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes, not to have finn'd, 
Mot to have difobey'd 1 In tight they ftood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painM 404. 

By wound, though from their place by violence mov'd. 

Now night her courfe began, and over heav'n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd, 
.And iilence, on the odious din of war. 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Vi^or, and vanquifh'd. On the foughten field, 41©^ 
Michael, and his angels, prevalent 
£ncamping, plac'd in guard their watches rouiid, 
Cherubick waving fires : on th* other part, 
Satan, with his rebellious, disappeared. 
Far in the dark diflodg'd ; and void of red, *■ 415 
His potentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midft thus undifmay'd began : 

O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to be overpow'r'd,-companiona dear ! 
Found worthy not of liberty alone,. 420 

Too mean pretence ! but, what we more afF«6l, 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have fuilain'd one day in doubtful fight„ 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?), 
What heav'n's Lord had pow^rfulkft to fend 425 

Againft im from about his throne» and judg'd 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will,. 
But proves not fo : then fallible, k feems, 

L. 418. noiv in daitger tryd, &c.] This fpeech of Satan i$v 
Tcry artfol. He flatters their pride and vanity, and avails himfcif 
of the only comfort that could be drawn from tJiis day*s engage- 
sient (though it was a falle comfort) that God was neither fb pow- 
erful nor Co wife as he was taken to be. He was forced to acknow- 
ledge that they had fuffcrtd fome l<^s and pain ; but endeavours to- 
leHcn it as much as he can, and attributes it not to the true cauie^ 
but to their want of better arms and armour, which he therefore 
propofcs that they fliould provide thcmielrcs withal,, to dcfcjodL 
thcmitWes, and annoy their enemies. Ncuaon.. 
& 1 
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Of future we may deem him, though till now I 

Omnifcient thought. True it, lefs firmly arm'd» 430 

Some difadvantage we endurM, and pain, h 

^Ttlf now not known; but known, as^ foon oonteeui'd; \ 

Since now we find this oar empyreal form ( 

Incapable of mortal injury, 

Iroperlfhable ; and though piercM with wooodp. 43$ 

Soon clofing, and by native rigour healM. 

Of evil then fo fmall, as eafy think 

The remedy : perhaps more valid arms,- 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet,. 

May ferve to better us, and worfe our foen 44^ 

Or equal what between us made the odds,, 

In nature none : if other hidden caufe 

I^eft them fuperior, while we can preferve 

Unhurt our minds, and undcrftanding founds 

Due fearch and confultation will dtfclofe. 445 

He fat : and in th' afiembly next upftood* 
Nifroch, of principalities the prime ;. 
As one he Rood efcap*d frpm cruel fight, 
Sore toird, his riven arma to havock hewn^ 
And, cloudy in afpe£^, thus anfw'ring fpake i 450 

Deliverer from new lords ! leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as gods I yet hard 
For gods, and too unequal work we find, 
Againfl unequal arms to fight In pain, 
Againft unpain*d, impaflive ; from which evil 455 

Ruin muft needs enfue ; for what avails 
Valour •r drenglh, though matchkfs, quellM with pain 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the liands 
Of mightieft ? Senfc of pJeafure we may wcU 
Spare out of life, perhaps, and not repine ; 460 

But live content, which is the calmed life : 

L. 447* Ni/rocb.] or NifroCy Hcb. u e, a yotivg e/tgh, A goA 
cf the A/Tyrians, worftiippcd at ^mctc, \>^ ^«Q»A<^isio^ •w^&in^ 
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iut paia 18 perfcA mL'cry, the word 

3f eviis J and exccflive, overturns 

\\\ patience. He who therefore can invent 

^ith what more forcible we may offend 465 

Jttr yet unwounded enemies, or arm 

Durfelves with like defence, to me deferves 

Mo lefs than for deliverance what we oweJ" 

Whereto with look compo»M, Satan rep1y*d : 
Mot iioinvcnted that, w!nch thou aright 470 

Believ'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. ^ 

Which of us who beholdB the bright furface 
Of this'ethcreous mold whereon we fland. 
This, continent of fpacious heav'n, adorn'd 
With plant, fruit, flow'r ambroiial, gems and gold ; 47S 
Whofe eye fo fuperficially furveys 
Thefc things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materia}& dark and crude, 
Of fpiritous and fiery fpume, ti!l touchM 
With heav'n*8 ray, and tcmpcr'd, they (hoot forth 480 
So beauteous, op'ning to theambient light ? 
Thcfe, in their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal 0ame; 
Which into hollow engines, long and round. 
Thick- ramm*d, at th' other bore with touch of fire 485 
Dilated, and infuriate, (hall fend forth 
From far, with thundering uoife, among our foes 
Such implements of mifchief, as (hall dafh 
To pieces, and o'erwhclm whatever ftands 
Adverfe ; that they fhall fear we have difarmM 490 

L. 4S4. WhUi Into bcUaw, &c.] H^hkh, that is the mattr'mh^ 
L 478..^ Ti&</2f/l. 4^2, the deep (hall yield, which into holbw 
engines rammed, with touch of fire (hall fend forth, ^br. Hollow 
engines^ great guns ; the firft invention whereof is very properly 
aibribed to the author of all evil. And Ariofto has described theii\ 
\i% the fame manner in his Orlando Fnriofo, cant. 9. (hiQ, 28. qc 
04. of Harrington*! traaflation i and alt.nb\)dLc« Xiv^Sxi^vd*^^ v^^^ 
dewii. 
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The TliiindVcr of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long (hall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 
Effedl fliall end our wifli. Meanwhile* revive j 
Abandon fear ; to (Irength, and counfel joiaM^ 
Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair'd. 49^ 

He ended, and his words their drqoping chear 
Enlighten'd, and their languifh'd hope reviv^. 
Th* invention all adn^ir'd, and each, how he 
To be th' inventor mifs'd ; fo eafy* it feem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound mod would have thougbt 
Impoffible. Yet haply of thy race 501 

In future days, if malice (hould abound. 
Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir'd 
With dev'lifh machination, might devile 
Like indrument, to plague the fons of men 50}. 

For fin, on war and mutual (laughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they fiew ; 
None arguing (lood : innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they turn'd 
Wide the celeftial foil ; and faw beneath 510 

Th' originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; fulphurous and nitrous foan^ 
They found, they mingled, and with fubtlc art, 
Conceded and adufted they reduc*d 
To blackefl grain, and into ftore conveyM. 515 

Part, hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth 
Intrails unlike) of mineral and Hone, 
Whereof to found their engines and their ball* 
Of miflive ruin ; part^ incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 510 

So all ere day-fpring, under confcious night, 
Secret they finifh'd, and in order fet. 
With filent circumfpedtion, unefpy'd. 

Now when fair morn orient in heav'n appear'd. 
Up rofc the victor angels, and to arms 525 



/^ 
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he matin trumpet fung ; in arms they (lood 

^ golden panoply, refulgent hoft I 

oon banded; others from the dawning hills 

■ook*d roundi and fcouts each coaft light-armed fcour, 

Ach quarter, to defcry the diftantfoe, 530 

iHiere lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight, 

n motion or in halt : him foon they met 

rndcr fpread enfigns moving nigh, in flow 

ut firm battalion ; back with fpeedfeft fail 

ophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft. wing^ 53jf 

«me Hyping, and in m&d-air aloud thus cry^d : 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight I the foe at hand, 
^hom fled we thought, will fave os long purfuit 
'his day ; fear not his flight j fo thick a cloud 
it comes, and fettled in hts face I fee 54^ 

iul refolutton, and feeure*. Let each 
lis adamantine coftt gird well, and each 
it well his helm» gi'ipe faft his orbid fhield, 
•orne ev*n, or high j for this day will pour dawn, 
F I conjedure ought, no drizzling fhow*r, 545 

ut rattling ftorm of arrows barb*d with fire. 

So warn'd he them, aware themfelves ; and foon 
3 Order, quit of all impediment, 
iftant, without didurb, they took alarm ; 
.nd onward move imbattkd : when behold ! SS^ 

ot diftant far with heavy pace the foe 
ppreaching grofs and huge, in hollow cube 
i^ining his devilifli enginery, impal'd 
n every fide with (hadowing fquadrons deep, 
o hide the fraud. At interview both flood 555 

while ; but fuddcnly at head appeared 
itan, and thus was heard commanding loud : 
Vanguard ! to right and left the front unfold ; 
hat all may fee, who hate us, how we feek 

l" J3^' ZojfhttL'] Hcb, I, c. thrfpy, or -d'aid of Goi. 
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Peace and compofuret and with open breaft 560 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, aud turn not back perverfe : 
But that I doubt : however, witnefs heaven 1 
Heav'n, witnefs thou anon i while we difcbarge 
Freely our part : ye who appointed ftandy 565 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound ; and loud, that all may hear* 

So fcoffiog in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended ; when J^o right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retir'd : 57* 

Which to our eyes difcover'd, new, and ftrange I 
A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 
On wheels (ftr like to pillars moft they fpem'd. 
Or hollow*d bodies made of oak or fir^ 
With branches lopt in wood or monntain fell'd) 575 
Brafs, iron, dony mold, had not their mouth* ^ 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A feraph ilood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire ; while we fufpcnfe^ 85* 
Collected flood within our thoughts amus'd : 
Not long ! for fudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 
With niceil touch. Immediate in a flame. 
But foon obfcur'd with fmokc, all heav*n appeared, 58^ 
From thofe deep- throated engines belch'd, whofe roar 
Imbowel*d with outrageous noife the air, 
And all her intrails tore ; difgorging foul 
Their devilifh glut, chain'd thunderbolts, and hail ' 

Of iron globes ; which on the vidtor hoft 59^ 

I.evell'd, with fuch impetuous fury fmote, 
That whom they hlt» none on their feet might (land. 
Though (landing elfe as rocks ; but down they fell 
By tho'.ifands, ai>gcl on archangel roll'd ', 
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le fooncr for their arms ; unarmM they might 595 

i?e eafiVj, as fpi'rits, evaded fwift 

' quick cOntf adion or^ remote : but now 

ul difiipation followed, and forc'd rout ; 

t ferv'd it to relax their ferried filcB. 

liaC fhould they do ? if on they rufh'd> repalfe 600 

peatedy and indecent overthrow 

>ub1ed, would render them yet more defpis'd, 

id to th^it foes a laughter ; fur in view 

>od rankM of Seraphim another row, 

pofture to dtfplode their fccond tire 605 

thunder ; back defeated, to return 
ley worfc abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 
nd to his mates thus in derifion call'd : 
O friends ! why come not on thefc vigors proud ? 
'cwhile they fierce irere coming ; and when we, 610 
:> entertain them lair with open front 
nd bread, (what could we more?), propounded terms 
f corapofrtion, ftrait they chang'd their minds, 
lew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell, 
a they would 4ance; yet for a dance they fecm'd 615 
amewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps 
or joy of offetM peace : but I fuppofe, 
^ our propofala once again were heard, 
it fhould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome'mood : 629 
,eader ! the terms we fent were terms of weight, 
>f hard contents, and full of force urg'd home, 
uch as we might perceive amui'd them all, 
Liid ttuinbled many : who receives them right, 
[ad need from head to foot welh (mderiland -, 625 

L. 6ao. To -whom thm BeBel.'] Whcnrrter rcm«mb<rs the cha- 
Aer of Btlial iii the firfl and fecond bg^ks, wd Mr. Addiibn's 
marks upon iC, will eaiily fee the propriety of .niaking Belial re- 
ty io Satan upbn thii occafion, and in tV\\9 f^n\v^ m^tvtvtx^ v^- 
tfr tlum Beelzebub, or Malocb, gt any ot ^^ ^^'^ w^^. 
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Not underftoody this gift they have bcGdes« 
They (how us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they nmong themfeWes in pleafant vein 
Stood fcoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts bey on 
All doubt of vidory ; eternal might 
To match with their ioTentions they prefum'd 
So eafy'y and of his thunder made a fcorn. 
And all his hod derided^ while they ftood 
A while in trouble : but they ftood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Againil fuch hellKh mifchief fit to* oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the pow'r. 
Which God hath in his mighty angels phic*d) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
( For earth hath this vanety from heav'n 
Of pleafure fituate In .hill and dale) 
I^ight as the lightning glimpfe they ran» they flew 
From their foundations^ioos'ning to and fro. 
They pluck'd the fcatcd hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the.fhaggy tops 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze> 
Be fure, and terror, fciz'd the rebel hoft. 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turn*d; 
I'ill on thofe curfed engines triple-row 
They faw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ;. 
Thcmfelves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 
Came fhadowing, and opprefs'd whole legions arm 
Their armour help'd their harm, crulh'd in and bn 
Into their fubflance pent, which wrought them pai 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long ftruggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Oat of fuch priflCon, though CpCtvU of T^urefl: light, 
PvrcA at firfti now gro& b^ ^uhl\i\^ ^to^xv. 
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e(l| in imitation^ to like arms 
k them, and the neighb'ring hills uptore : 
ills amid the air encounter'd hills ' 
1 to and .fro with jaculation dire, 66^ 

under ground they fought in difmal fhade ; 
lal noife 1 war feem*d a civil game 
Is uproar ; horrid confnlion he^p'd 
confuiion rofe. And now all heav*n 
5one to wrack, with ruin overfpread, 67O 

lot the' Almighty Father, where he fits 
d in his fanduary of heav*n fecure, 
Iting on the fum of things, forefeen 
'.umult, and permitted al), adviVd : 
his great purpofe he might fo fuliii, 675 

►nour his anointed Son areng'd 
his enemies, and to declare 
>w'r on him transferred *: whence to his Son, 
affeflbr of his throne, he thus began : 
ulgence of my glory, Son belov'd ! 680 

in whofe face invifiblc is beheld 
y, what by Deity I am ; 
n whofe hand what by decree I do ; 
d Omnipotence I two days are paft. 
Jays, as we compute the days of heav'n, 685 

Michael and his pow'rs went forth *to tame 
difobedicnt : fore hath been their* fight, 
elieft was, when two fuch foeB met arm'd ; 
> themfclves I left tlicm ; and thou know'fl, ' - 
in their creation they were formed, 690 

vhat fin hath impair'd ; which yet hath wrought 
ibly, for I fufpend their doom ; 
ce in perpetual fight they needs mufl laft 
fs, and no folution will be found, 
vearied hath perform'd what war can do, 695 
o difordcr'd rage let loofe the reins; 
Tiountains^ as with weapons, avtiv'd •, ^ViOci xcw'^^\ 
I. T 



2oa PARADISE LOST. BookVL 

Wild work in heav'iip and daageVoua to the main. 

Two days arc therefore paft, the third is thine; 

For thee 1 have ordain*d it ; and thus far . 701 

Have fuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war^ /ince none but thou 

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue' and grace 

Immenfe I have transfus'd, that all may know 

In heav'n, and hell, thy pow'r above compare : 705 

And this perverfe commotion governed thus^ 

To manifeit thee worthieft to be Heir 

Of all things ; to be Heir, and to be King 

By facred un6tion, .thy deferved right. 

Go then, thou mightieft, in thy Father's might I 710 

Afccnd my chariot, guide thexapid wheels 

That (hake heav'n's bafis, bring forth all my war, 

My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 

Gird on, and fword upon thy puifTant thigh. 

Turfue thefe fons of darknefs ; drive them out 715 

1 rom all hcav'n's bounds, into the utter deep ; 

There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife 

God, and Mefliah his anointed King. 

He faid, and on his Son with rays direft 
Shone full ; he all his father full exprefs*d 720 

Ineffably into his face receiv'dj 
And til us the Filial Godhead anfw'ring fpake : 

O Father ! O fupreme of heav'nJy Thrones ! 
FIrft, Higheft, Holiett, Beft! thou always fcck*il 
To glorify. thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is moft juft: this Imy glory' account^ 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well-plea8*d, declar*ft thy will 
Fulfiird, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
Sceptre, and pow'r, thy giving, I affume ; 750 

And gladJier fliall refign, when in the end 
Thou fhalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For jcver J and in mc aW vrVvowi xY^iuXo^*^ \ 
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1 thou hat'fty I hatCy and can put on 

Ts, as I put thy mlldnefs on, 735 

thee in all things : and fhall foon^ 

ch thy mighty rid heav^ of thefe rebelPdy 

)repar*d ill maniion driven down, 

of darknefs, and the' undying worm, 
I thy juft obedience could revolt, 740 

obey is happinefs entire. 

1 thy faints unmixed, and from the* impure 

ite, circling thy holy mount, 

I halleluiahs to thee iing, 

^ high praife,. and I among them chief. 745 

» he o^er his fceptre bowing, rofe 

right hand of glory where he fat ; 

hir.d'facred morn began to fhine, "[found 

through hcav'n. Forth ru(h*d with whirlwind 

ot of Paternal Deity, 750 

hick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 

n6k with fpirit, but convoyed 

berubick fhapes ; four faces each 

Irous ; as with flars, their bodies all, 

;^, were fet with eyes^ with eyes the wheels 

and careering fires between ; 756 

' heads a cryftal firmament, 
a faphir throne, inlaid with pure 
nd' colours of the fhow'ij arch, 
leftial panoply all arm'd j6o 

Sery!,'] or Bin*/ / Chald. Burh ; Arab. AJhelor j which 
and Latins turned into Btryllos, But, Exod, xxviii. 
zek, i. 16. X. 9. it is called Tarjkijh; which is alio 
of the ocean, Pf. zlviii. 8. becaufe this Hone is of 
r. The Septuagint tranflates it Chrjfolite^ Gr. i. e. 
mred ftont. It is a precious ftone of a faint grccii 
the water of the fea. Afer was engraved upon 
Ing that his habitations (hould be upon the fe^ 
t happened, Jop, xix. %^. TJu« ddcription cr 
of the Deity is takea fh»m the prophet lhzcin% 
'Nation, 
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Of radiant Uriin> work divinely wrought>. 

Afcended i at his right hand Vidtory 

Sat eagle-wing'd ; befide him hung his bow. 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder ftor^d ; 

And from about him fierce cffuiion roll'd 76 

Of fmoke> and bick'riag flame, and fparkles dire; 

Attended v^ith ten thoufiind thoufand faints. 

He onward came, far off his coming (hone ; 

And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 

Chariots of God, half on each hand, were fcen* 77< 

}ie on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 

On the cryftalline iky, in faphir thron'df 

llluftrious far and wide ; but by his own 

iFirft feen : them unexpected joy faiprisM, 

When the great enfign of Mefiiah blaz*d 77 

Aloft by angels borne, his (ign in heav'o ; 

Under whofe conduft Michael foon reduc'd, 

Jiis army, circumfus'd on either wing, 

Under their head imbodied all in one. 

3efore him powV divine his way preparM ;. 7I 

At his command the' uprooted hills retired 

£ach to his place ; they heard his voice, ami went 

Obfequious ; hcav*n his wonted face renew'd. 

And with frefh flowVets hill and valley fmil'd^ ' 

This faw his haplefs foes, but flood obdur'd, 7^ 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 
Irifenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 
In heavenly fpi'rits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 
iBut to convince the proud what figns avail, 
Or wonders move the* obdurate to relent ? 7( 

They hardened more by what might moft reclaim. 
Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 

JL. 761. Urim.] Hth, plural, i. c. Hghts, This word, with Thu 
Tfum, i. c. perfeSiions, was put in the high-pricft's brcaft*plat 
to enquire and to receive anfwers from God, which continu 

in that church' till t^c BaW'v^o^vOci c^.v\.\n\\.^. ^.tra \\, i 

JN'cL viu 65. 
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Took envy ; and afpiring to his height, 

Stood reimbattled fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795^ 

Again ft God and Meffiah, or to fail 

In univerfal ruin laft ^ and now 

To final battle drew, difdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat: when the great Son of God 

To all his hoft on either hand thus fpake : Bco 

Stand dill in bright array, ye faints ! here ftand, 
Ye angels arm'd I this day from battle reil : 
Faithful hath- been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufc ; 
And as ye have received, fo ha^e j< done, 805^ 

Invincibly : but of thiscurfed crew 
The punifhment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is hie, or whofe he fole appoints : 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd, 
Nor multitude : iland only, and behold 810 

Ood's indignation on thefe godlefs pour'd 
By me ; not you, but me, they have defpis-'d. 
Yet envied ; againfl me is all their rage, 
Becaufe the Father, to* whom in heav'n fupreme 
Kangdom, and powV, and glory appertains, ^^ 

Hath honoured' me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath affign'd ; 
That they may have their wifh, to try with me 
In battle which the ftronger proves ; they all. 
Or I alone againfl them, fiace by flrength S20 

They meafure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe^ 

So fpake the Sod, and into terror changed 
Hfs countenance, too fevepe to be beheld I Siz 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At oace the four fpread out their ilarr^ vvlYugi^ 
T S 
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With dreadfiil (hade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roli'dy as with the fouod 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 85a. 

He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night ; und{*r his burning wheels 
The ftedfaft empyrean fhook throughout. 
All but the throne itfclf of God. Full foon 
Among them he arriVd ; in his right hand B$f: 

Grafping ten thoufand thunders, which he fent 
Before him, fuch as in their fouls infixM , 

Plagues ; they adonifh'd, all refinance lod. 
All courage ; down their idle weapons dropt ;. 
O'er fhields, and helms, and helmed head» he rode 840 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proflrate ; 
That wifliM the mountains now might be again. 
Thrown on ihcm, as a Hielter from his ire. 
Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold •vifag'd four^, 845* 

Diftin^l with eyes ; and -fifom the living^ wheels^. 
Diftinft alike, with multitude of eyes ; 
One fpirit in them rul'd, and every eye 
GlarM lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire 
Among the' accurft,. that withered all their fbrength, 850 
And of their wonted vigour left them draift'd> 
Exhaufted, fpiritlefs, aiBided, falPn. 
Yet half his flrcngth he put not forth,^ but checked 
His thunder in mid-volley ; for he meant 
Not to deftroy, but root thcKi. out of heaven* 85^ 

The overthrown he raised, and as a herd 
Of goats, or timorous flock, together throngM^ 
Drove them before him thunder-flruck, purfu'd 
With terrors, and with furies,, to the bounds 
And cryilal wall of heaven ; which opening wide> 860 
Rol I'd. inward, and a fpacious gap difclos^d 
Into the waftcful deep \ tlit mQkiift.to\]LS {\^ht 
Struck tbcm witU horror \wicVw^i^ v '^^'^ ^^^ ^«t^ 



ff«okVL PARADISE LOST. ty^r 

Urg*d them behind : headlong themfclves they threw 
Down frotn the verge of heav'n ; eternal wrath 865 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 
Hell heard the* unfufFerable noife ; hell faw 
Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled 
Affrighted : but ftri6l Fate had cad too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fad had bound. 87Q: 
Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd, 
^ And felt tenfold confuiion in their fall, 
Through his wild anarchy; fo huge a rout 
Incumbered him with ruin ! hell at laft ^ 

Yawning received them whole, and on them clos'd : 87S; 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houfe of wo and pafn. 
Difburden'd heav'n rejoic'd, and foon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rolPd. 

Sole vidlor, from th' expulfion of his foes, 88a' 

Me£Bah his triumphal chariot turn'd : 
To- meet him all his faints, who filent flopd. 
Eye-witnefTes of his almighty adls, 
With jubilee advanc'd r and as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright 865 
Song triumph, and him fung vidorious King, 
S6n, Heir, and Lord ! to him dominion giv'n, 
Worthicft to reign. He celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid-heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thronM 890 

On high ; who into glory him received, * 

Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs. 

Thus meafuring things in heav*n by things on earthy 
At thy requefl, and that thou mayfl beware 
By what is pafl, to thee I have reveal'd 895 

What might have elfe to human race been hid ; 

L. 893. Thui meafuring things in heaven by thingt on earthy &c.\ 
HcKpeatsthe iame kind of spoiogy here UkX]lcic qotic\m^\otv^>Cgax 
he made in the be^amoQ of Ws narration. S«fc L . ST ^> ^ ^* 
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The difcord which befe], and war in heav'n 

Among the' angel ick powers, and the deep fall 

Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebell'd 

With Satan ; he who envies now thy (late, ^qo 

Who now is plotting how he may feduce 

Thee alfo from obedience, that, with him 

Bereav'd of happinefs, thou mayft partake 

His punilhmenty eternal mifery ; 

Which would be^ill his folace and revenge,. 90^ 

As a defpite done againft the Moft High, 

Thee once to gain companion of his wo»- 

But, liften not to his temptations, warn- 

Thy weaker ;. let it profit thee to* have faeard^ 

By terrible example, the reward 91^ 

Of difobedience : firm they might have Hood,. 

Yet fell. JLemember ! and fear to tranfgrefs ! 



End 0/ Book S rx t h^ 
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BOOK THB SEVENTH. 



The ARGUMENT of Book VII. 

R'APHAELi at the requefl cf A^am^ relates khw and 
nuherefire this nudrld was frji created; that God^ after 
the expelling of Satan and his angels out of heaven^ de* 
dared bis pleafure to create another nvorld^ and other 
creatures to dwell therein j fends his Son nvitb ghry and- 
attendants of angels. tc perform the work of the creation 
in Ji)c days : the angels celebrate with hymns t^e per^- 
firmance thereof and his reafcen/ion into heaven^ 
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DEfccnd from heav'n, Urania ! by that name 
If rightly thou art call'dy whofe voice divine 
Polio wing, above the' Olympian hill I foar, 
Above the flight of Pegafcan wing. 
The meaningy not the name, I call ; for thou, 5 

Nor of tke Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell?ft ; but, heavenly bom, 
Before the hills .appeared, or fountain flow'd. 
Thou with Eternal Wifdom didft.converfe, 
Wifdom- thyiiftcr, -and with her didft play 10 

In prcfence of the** Almighty -Father, plcas'd 
With thy ccleftial fong, Uplcd- by thee, 
Into the heav'n of heav'ns I have prefum'd. 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy'temp'ring.; with like fafcty guided down, i^ 

Return me to my native elenicnt j 
Xieft from this flying fleed unrein*d, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower dime), 
\ ■ ■ 

L. X. Urama,] Lat. Gf. i. c heaven fy ; one of the nine Mtifc-c, 
the goddcfs of aftronomy, and of all heavenly things. She is reprc- 
/ented crowned with ftars, and a great globe in her hands; to Ihow, 
tha't Ihc teaches {he way to heaven. 

L. 4. Pegafus.] Gr. i. e. a fountain ; the winged hor/c of the poets; 
becauie it is faid, he orfned the fountain Hlpfocretic, i. e. tb( four- 
tain of the horfiy by a kick oif his heels, and fkw up to heaven. 
This was a wel^f Beotia, near Helicon, dedicated to Apollo and 
the Mufes. 

L/js, Sie/UrfipbonJ] Lat. Or. i. e. a TwarHerer of "RcUer, \\\%\ixo 
\bcr, PitAus the fon of Okmcus king ol Co\uv\\\ \?» Vo cv^v\. 
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Difmountcd, on the* Aleian field I fall. 

Erroneous, there to wander, and forlora. 20 

Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 

Within the vifible diurnal fphcrej 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole, 

More fafe I fing with mortal voice, unchang'd 

To hoarfe or mute, though faH'n on evil days, 25 

On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues ^ 

In darknefs, and with dangers compafs'd round. 

And folitudc ; yet not alone, while thou 

Vifit'Il my flumbers nightly, or mhcn morn 

Purples the eaft: dill govern thou my^ong, ' 3^ 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few* 

But drive far off the barbarous diflbnance ■ 

Of Bacchus and his revellers* the race 

He was a iTobIc youth; and, after many cjcploit«, Ixing defiroust»f 
f1ying.up to heaven b>' the help of his horie, was call down head- 
long l)y Jupiter; a<\d by the fall he was made blind. Then he liv- 
ed a wandering and va^bond life, like another Caio, and died with 
hunger, abcut A. M. 2693. 

1.. 19. Aleiar.y'] of /ile'ta\ Lat. Gr. i. c. luandering, A field in 
Cilicia, where it is faid that Perfcus wandered after his fall from 
heaven. 

I.. 25. — though fair n on -evil days»'\ The repetition and turn 
of the words is very beautiful, 

— — though fali'n on evil days. 

On evil days though fall'n, and evil tongues, 8cc. 

A lively pi^re this, in a few lines, of the poet's wretched condi- 
tion In darhicfSy theugh is ftill undcrftood ; he was not become 
hoarfe or njutCy though in darkni'St though he was blind, aiui xrith 
dangers compafi'J round, and foiUude, obnoxious to the govemmeDt, 
and having a world of enemies among the royal party, and there- 
fore obliged to live very much in privacy and alone. Ne-wton. 

■^•33' Of Bacchus and his rejtelkrs.'] It is not improbable that 
the poet intended this as an oblique fati.v upon tlie diflblutenefs of 
Charles II. aiid his court; from whom he fccms to apprehend the 
fate of Orpheus, a famous poet of Thrace, Mho, though he is /aid 
to have charmed woods and rocks Axith his divine fbng^ yet was 
torn to pieces by the Bacchanalian women on Rhodope, a mountain 
of] brace; nor could the Mure Calliope his mother defend him, 

S$ faihiot thou, -who thee m^larti: tvot >»jas l\ls wifh ineffc^ual ; for. 

t/jc government fufilred him xo\\\x ^iv(5i ^\t >a.w>Kvo\c^u^ Kc^wVwx* 
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!>f that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

Ln Rho4opey where woods and rocks had ears 35 

Fo rapture* till the favage clamour drown'd 

Both harp and voice ; nor could the mufe defend 

bier fon. So fail not thou who thee implores : 

For thou art heav'nly, fhe an empty dream. 

Say, goddefs, what cnfu'd when Raphael^ 40 

The affable archangel, had forewarned 
Adam, by dire example,^ to beware 
Apoftafy, by what befcl in heav*n 
!ro thofe apoftates, left the like befal 
In Paradife to Adam, or his race, 45 

Charg'd not to touch the interdided tree, 
[f they tranfgvefs, and (light that fole command. 
So eafily obey*d, amid the choice 
Of all taftcs elfe to pleafe their appetites. 
Though wand'ring. He, with his conforted Eve, 50 
The ftory heard attentive, and was filPd 
With admiration and deep mufe, to herfr 
Of things fo high and ftrange, things to their thought 
So unimaginable as hate in heav'n, - ^ 

And war fo near the peace of God in blifs,- ^^ 

With fuch confuAon : but the evil foon 
Driv'n back, redounded as a flood bn thofe 
Froin whom' it fprung, impoifiblc to mix 
With bleffedBefs. Whence A'dam foon repealed' 
The doubts that in his heart itrofe : and nov# 60 

Led on, yet finlefs^ with defire to knov^ 
What nearer might concern him ; how this world 

Of heav'n and earth confpicuous firft began; 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe ; 

What within Eden or without wAs done 6^ 

Before his' memory j as- one whofe drouth, 

Li, 34. Thracian hard^] viz. Orpheus, who was torn io pi^es by 
the Ciconian or ThracUa women, when they ^clcb\:aXcd iVvi ^^^"i 
of Bacchus, 

Vol. I. U 
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Yet fcarcc allay'dp dill eyes the current ftream, 

Whofe liquid murmur heardy new thirft excites. 

Proceeded thus to afk his heavenly gueft : 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 

Far differing from this world, thou haft, reveal'^d, 

Divine interpreter ! by favour fent 

Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 

Us timely* of what might elfe have been our lofs, 

Unknown, which human knowledge could not reacli : 75 

For which to the* infinitely Good we owe 

Immortal thanks, and his admoniihment 

Receive, with folemn purpofe to obferve 

Immutably his fov*reign will, the end 

Of what we are. But, fi nee thou haft vouchfaPd 9o 

Gently, for our inftru6iion, to impart 

Things above earthly thought, which yet concern'd 

Our knowing, as to higheit wifdom feem'd. 

Deign to defcend now lower, and relate . 

What may no lefs perhaps avail us known, 85 

How firft began this heav'n, which we behold 

Diftant fo high, with moving fires adorn'd 

Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills ^ 

All fpace, the ambient air wide interfus'd, 

Embracing round this florid earth : what caufe 90 

Mov*d the Creator, in his holy reft 

Through all eternity, fo late to build 

In Chaos ; and the work begun, how foon 

Abfolv'd : if unforbid thou mayft unfold 

What we, not to explore the fecrets, afk 95 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race, though fteep ; fufpenfe in heav'n, 

Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he hears, 10c 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

His generatio J, aud lYic T\Jitv^\Atx\v 
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Of Nature £vdm the unapparent deep : 

Or, if the ilar of ev'niRg, and the moon 

Hafte to thy audience, night with her will bring 105 

Silence, and fleep, Hft*ning to thee, will watch y 

Or we can bid his abfcnce, till thy fong 

£Dd, and difmtfs thee ere the morning (hine. 
* Thus Adam his illuftrious gued befou^ht ^ 

And thus the godlike angel anfwer'd mild : no 

This alfo thy requeft, with caution afk'd. 
Obtain ; though to recount almighty works. 
What words or tongue of Seraph can fufficet 
Or heart of man fufiice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canft attain, which belt may ferve 115 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee alfo happier, (hall not be withheld 
Thy hearing : fuch commiflioa from above 
I have receiv'd, to anfwer thy deiire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abftain 1 29 

To afk ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not rcveaPd, which th* invifible King, 
Only omnifcient, hath fupprefs'd in night. 
To none comtpunicable in earth or heav'n : 
Enough is left befidea to fearch and know. 125 

But knowledge is aa food, and needs no lefs 
Her temp'rancc over appetite, to know 
In meafure what the mind may well contain ; . 
Opprcfles elfe with furfeit, and foon turns 
Wifdom to folly', as nourifhment to wind. 130 

Know then, that after Lucifer from heav'a 
(So eall him, brighter once amidft the hod 
Of angels, than that ftar the dare among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
loto his place, and the great Son returned 135 

Vidorious with his faints, th' omnipotent 
Eterqal Father from his throne beheld 
U » 
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Their multitude, and to hia Son thus fpake : 

At lead our envious foe hath fail'd, who ihonght 
All like himfelf rebellious, bj whofe aid 140 

This inacceffible high ftrength, the fctft 
Of Deity fupreme, US difpoffefs'd. 
He trufted to have feiz'd, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here AO more : 
, Yet far the greater part have kept, I fee, 145 

Their (lation : Heaven, yet populoue, retains 
Number fufficient to pofiefs her realms, 
Though wide ; and this high temple to firequenl 
With minifteries due and folemn rites. 
l^ai left his heart exalt him in the harm 150 

Already done, to have difpeopled heav'n. 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if fuch it be, Co lofe 
Self-loft ; and in a moment will create 
Another world ; out of one man a race 15^ 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell,. 
Not here ; till by degrees of merit rais'd. 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience try'd ; 
And earth be changed to heav'n, and heav*n to earth. 
One kingdom, joy and union without end, i6t 

Meanwhile, inhabit lax, ye pow'rs of heav'n ; 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
Tills I perform ; fpeak thou, and be it done : 
My overfliadowing Spl'rit and might with thee i6f 

I fend along : ride forth and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be heav'n and earth : 
Boundlcfs tliC deep, becaufe I AM who fill 
Infinitude ; nor vacuous the fpace. 
Though I uncircumfcrib'd my felf retire, I7# 

And put not forth my goodnefs, which is free 
To aft or not, Neceflity and Chance 
-Approach not me v a^4 w\t^t 1 m\\ \^ l^\.^. 
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So fpake the' AUnighty, and to what he fpake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave efifea. 175. 

Immediate are the ads of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion ; but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told, 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in heav'a, i8d 

When fuch was heard declared th' Almighty^s will ; 
Glory they fung to the Mofl: High, good- will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out the' ungodly from his fight, 185 

And the' habitations of the juft : to htm 
Glory and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create ; iofbead 
Of fpi'rits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffyfe 190 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So fang the Hierarchies. Meanwhile the Son 
On his great expedition now appeared. 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of majefly divine ; fapience and love * '195 

Immenfe, and all his Father in him fhone; 
About his chariot numberlefs were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged fpi'rits, and chariots wing'd 
From the' armoury of God ^ where Hand of old 200^ 
Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againll a folemn day, harnefs'd at hand,. 
Celedial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them fpirit liv'd,. 
Attendant on their Lord : heav*n open'd wide 205; 
Her ever-during gates, har^iionious found. 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful Wonii 
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And Spirit coming to create new-worldt. 299 

On hcavnly ground they ftood» and from the fliore 
They Tiew'd the vaft imnsesfurable abyfs. 
Outrageous as a Tea, dark^ wafte&i), wild. 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds. 
And furging wav^s, as mountains, to aflault 
Hcav'n's height , and with the centre mix the pole. 215: 

Silence» ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace,. 
Said then th' omnifick Word, your.difcord end : 
Nor (layM ; but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 

Far into Chaos, and the world unborn ; ' ifo 

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train - 
Follow'd in bright poffcflion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then flay*d the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compaffes, preparM 225 

In God's eternal ilore, to circumfcribc 
'Hiis univerfe, and all created things. 
One foot he ccnter'd, and the other tum'd ^ 
Round through the vaft profundity obfcure ; 
And faid. Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230 
This be thy juft circumference, O world. 

Thus God the heav'n created, thus the earth ; 
Matter unform'd and void : darknefs profound 
Cover'd the* abyfs ; but on the watry calm 
His brooding wings the Spi'rit of God outfpread, 1 J5 
And vital virtue* infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs ; but downward purg'd 
The black, tartareous, cold, infernal dregs, 
Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like ; the reft to feveral place 240 

Difparted, and between fpun out the air, 
And earth ftlf-balanc'd on her centre hung. 

Let there be lig^it, faid God ; and forthwith light 
Ethereal; firft of tUiw^s, qvimx^ff^^^^ ^utey 
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Sprung from the deep* and from her native eaft 245; 
To journey through the airy giboiti began, 
Sphcr'd in a radiant cloud ; for yet the fun 
Was not ; (he in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God faw the light was good : 
And light from darknefs by the henrjifpherc 250 

■ Divided : light the Day, and darkucfs Night 
He nam'd. Thus was the firft day ev'n and morn ; 
Nor pafs*d uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the celeftial choirs, when orient light 
Exhaling tirft from darkriefs they beheld ; 255 

Birthday of heaven and earth ; with joy and fliout, 
The holy unlverfal orb they fili'd ; 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning praisM 
God and his works ; Creator him they fiing. 
Both when firft et'ning was, and when firft morn. 260 

Again, God faid. Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters : and God made 
The firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, 
Tranfparent, elemental air, diffusM z6^ 

Id circuit to the uttermoft convex 
Of this great round : partition firm and fure^ 
The waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing : for as earth, fo he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 270 

Cryftalline ocean, and the loud mifrule 
Of Chaos far rcmov'd, left fierce extremes 
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame : 
And Heav'n he nam'd the. Firmament : fo cv'n 
And morning chorus fung the fecond day. ayr 

The earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon inamature involv'd, 
Appcar'd not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flowed ; not idle, but with warm 
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Prolifick humour foft'Ding all her globe, %%$ 

Fermented the great mother to conceive^ 

Satiate with genial moifture : when God faid. 

Be gather*d novr ye waters under heav'a 

Into one place, and let dry land appear. 

Immediately the mountaina huge appear 28{ 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs tipheare 

Into the clouds, their tops afcend the iky : 

So high as heav*d the tumid hills, fo low 

Down funk a hollow bottom, broad and deep. 

Capacious bed of waters : thither they 290 

Haded with glad precipitance, uprolPd, 

As drops on duft conglobing from the dry ; 

Part rife in cryfUl wall, or ridge direct, 

Vor hade ; fuch flight the great command imprefs'd 

On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 295 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou haft heard) 

Troop to their ftandard, fo the watry throng. 

Wave rolling after wave, where way they found ; 

If fleep, with torrent rapture ; if through plain, 

Soft ebbing ; nor withftood them rock or hill ; jca 

But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With fcrpcnt error wand'ring, found their way. 

And on the walhy oofe deep channels wore ; 

Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 

All but within thofe banks, where rivers now 305 

btream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land, Earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he cali'd Seas ; 

And faw that it was good ; and faid, Let the* earth 

Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 310 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth. 

He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth, till tlwn 

Dcfert and bare, unfightly, unadorn'd, 
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Brought forth the t^der grafa, whpfe verdure clad 
Her unirerfal face with pleafant green ; 316 

Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flow'r*d 
Opening their various colours, and made gay 
Her bofom, fmelling fwcet : asd thefe fcarce blown. 
Forth flourifli*d thiek the cluft'ring vine, forth crept 32Q 
The fmelling gourd, up flood the corny reed 
Imbattled in her field ; and the' humble fhrub. 
And bu{h with frizzled hair implicit : lait 
Rofe, as in dance, the flately trees, and fpread . 324 
Their branches hung with copious frnit, or getnm*d 
Their bloffoms : with high woods thehiJls were crown df, 
With tufts the vallies, and each fountain -fide,. 
With borders long the rivers : that earth now 
Seemed like to heav*n^ a fjeat where gods mjght dwell 9^ 
Or wander vvith delight, «nd love to haunt . 330. 

Herfacred (hades : though God had yet not rainM 
Upon the earth, and man tor till the ground 
None, was ; bot from the earth a dewy mid 
Went up and watered all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field,, which, ere it was in the* earth, 335; 
God made, ai&d every herb, before it grew 
On the green ftem : Grod faw that it was good. 
So ev'n and morn, reqorded the third day. 

Again the* Almighty fpake : Let there be lights 
High in the' expanfe of heaven, to divide 340 

The day from night ; and let them be for figns. 
For feafons, and for days, and circling years i 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Theit; office in the firmament of heav'n. 
To give light 6n the earth ; and it was fo. 34^^ 

And God made two great lights, great for their nfe 
To man ; the greater to have rule by day. 
The lefs by night, altem : and made the ilarsj^ 
And fet them in the firmament of heav'n» 
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To* illuminate the earth, and rule the day^ 350 

In their viciffitude, and rule the night. 

And light from darknefs to divide. God fav. 

Surveying his great work, that it was go«d : 

For, of cdeilial bodies firft, the fun, 

A mighty fphere ! he framed ; unlightfome firft, 355 

Though of ethereal mold : then form'd the iiMon 

Globofe, and every magnitude of ftars. 

And fow'd with ilars the heaven, thick as a field. 

Of light by far the greater part he took, 

Tranfplanted from her cloudy (hrine, and plac'd 360 

In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 

Her gathered beams, great palace now of light. 

Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light ; 565 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ^ 

Bj tincture, or refledion, they augment 

Their fmall peculiar, though, from human fight 

So far remote, with diminution feen. 

Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen, 379 

Regent of day, and all the' horizon round 

Invefled with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude through hcav'n's high road : the gray 

Dawn, and the Pleiades, before him danc'd, 

Shedding fweet influence. Lefs bright the moon, 375 

But oppofite In levell'd weft was fet. 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 

From him ; for other light (he needed none 

In that afpcdt ; and fti^l that diflance keeps 

1\*11 night ; then in the eail her turn (he fliincs, 380 

RcvolvM on heav'n's great axle, and her reign 

With thoufand lefTer lights dividual holds. 

With thoufand thoufand ftars, that then appear'd 

Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adorn'd 

With their bright \umiivams, Oii^x fcx. ^T^d x^Ce^ ^^5 
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Gtad ev'ning and glad morn crownM the fourth day. 

And God faid. Let the waters generate 
Reptile, with fpawn abundant, living foul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
DifplayM on the' open firmament of heav'n. 390 

And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And every bird of wing after his kind ; 
And faw that it was good, and blcfs'd them, faying, 395 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas. 
And lakes, and running dreams, the waters fill $ 
And let the fowl be multiply'd on the' earth* 
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay. 
With fry innumerable fwarm, and fhoals 400 

Of fifh, that with their fins and fhining fcales 
Glide under the green wave, in fculls that oft 
Bank the mid fea : part fingle, or with mate. 
Graze the fea-weed their pafture ; and through groves 
Of coral ilray ; or {porting with quick glance, 405 
Show to the fun their wav'd coats, dropt with gold ; 
Or in their pearly (hells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment ; or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch : on fmooth the feal. 
And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 410 

L. 391. Whales,'] «ax. O. E. The hugcfl creatures in the fea, 
as elephants are on the dry land : they are mentioned in particu* 
lar. Gen. i. ai, 

L. 4^. Dfilpbitts.'] from Delphi ; Lat. from the Gr. becaufe 
the people of Delphi firft difcovered this filh ; or Delphax, Gr. i. e, 
an bog ; becauie it refembles one in its long fnout, fatcefs, ribs. 
Ever, and entrails. It is called tbefea-^bog^ and the ihcred 6(h, be- 
caufe it was confecrated to Neptune. A dolphin is a large filh, not 
unlike a porpoife ; very rtraight, and the fwiftrft of all fiihes or 
birds ; as fwift as an arrow : it will overtake a Hiip in full lail before 
the wind, and continually in motion. It doth live twenty or lliirty 
years, and three or four days out of water, as an eel dotli. Dolphins 
arc iaid to be lovers of men. It is a certalti ft^ol ^\.'en\\»v:'^ >*\\t.Tv 
they /port on the water. Their flcfti vias oi %xtaX tv^t.^ ^.\sMya^ 
the smdeats. They have no gall. 
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Wallowing unwieldy*, enormous in their gait^ 

Temped the ocean : there leviathan, 

Hugeft of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretch'd like a promontory, deeps or fwimsy 

And feems a moving land, and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea. 

Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and (hores, 

Tbeir brood as numerous hatch, from the* egg that foon 

Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclos'd 

Their callow yoong, but feather'd foon and fledge, 420 

They fumm'd their pens, and foaring the* air fnblime, 

With clang defpisM the ground, under a cload 

In profped : there the eagle and the ftork 

On cliflfe and cedar-tops their eyries build : 

Part loofcly wing the region 5 part more wife 425 

In common, rangM in figure wedge their way, ^ 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their airy caravan, high over feas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 

Eafing their flight ; fo fl-eers the prudent crane 430 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

riotcs, as they pafs, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes : 

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 

Solac'd the woods, and fpread their painted wings 

. L. 423. StorkJ] Sax. Gr. Heb. Chjhdab, i. e. kindnefs, or natural 
affcH'tOH ; bccaufc that bird hath a great lotc to its young ; and 
they to the old ones, A fowl bigger than a common heron, with a 
white head, neck, belly, tail, and fore part ; but black in the back, 
with broad claws, like the nails of a man. 

L. 426.— — ra^^^'rf in figure ivedge their w/»y.] Pliny has de- 
fcribed certain birds of paflagc, flying in the form of a wedge, 
and fpreading wider and wider. Thofe behind reft upon thofe be- 
fore, till the leaders being tired, are, in their turn, receired into the 
rear. 

I-.. 430. Crave.'] Sax. O. E. A name formed fiom its -found. 

A bird of paffage, celebrated by the prophet, for her obferving the 

fit time of coming and going from one country to another, Jcr. viii. 

7. It is a bird with a very \oi\§ V>\\\, T^ttV., ^w^\ft^\ ibcnctimcs 

xvcigldng ten pounds*, and \s a vialw iovj\, tcfct^asi^\\iitt*% 
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Till ev'n ; nor then the folemn nightingale 435 

CeasM warbling, but all night tun'd her foft lays ; 
Others on filver lakes and rivers bath'd 
Their downy bread; the fwan, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her Hate with oary feet ; yet oft they quit 440 

The danky and rifing on ftifF pennons, tower 
The mid aereal iky : others on ground 
Walk'd firm ; the crefted cock, whofe clarion founds 
The filent hours, and the' other, whofe gay" train 
Adorns him, coloured with the fiorid hue 44^ 

. Of rainbows and ftarry' eyes. The waters thus 
With fi(h replenilh'd, and the air with fowl, 
£v'ning and morning folemniz'd the fifth day. 

The fixth> and of creation lad, arofe 
With ev'ning harps and matin ; when God faid, 450 
Let the' earth bring forth foul living in her kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things^ and beafi of the'.eartfa. 
Each in their kind. The earth obey*d ; and ftrait 
Op'ning her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfe6^ forms, 4?^ 

Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up rofe. 
As from his lair, the wild beaft where he won» 
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den : 
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk'd j 
The cattle in the fields, and meadows green : 45© 

Thofe rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 
Fafturing at once, and in broad herds upfprung. 
The grafly clods now calv*d, now half appeared 
The Uwny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from bonds, 465 
And rampant (hakes his brinded n^ne: the ounce, 
The libbard, and the tyger, as the mole 
Kifing, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks 5 the fwifi flag from under ground 
Vox. I. X 
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Bore up hii branching head: fcarce from his mould 470 

Be!iemoth» biggeft liorn of earth, upheavM 

His vaflnefs : fleec'd the flocks, and bleating rofe, 

As plants : ambiguous between fea and land. 

The river liorfe, and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 47^ 

Infect or worm : thoie wav'd their limber fans 

For wings, and fmalleft lineaments eza^ 

In all the liveries deck'd of rummer's pride. 

With fpots of gold and purple', azure tad green : 

l^iefe, as a line, their long dimenfion drew, 4^ 

Streaking the ground with finuous tracer not all 

Minims of nature ; fome of ferpent-kind. 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involved 

I'hcir fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 

The parfimonious emmet, provident 4S5 

(^f future ; in fmall room large heart inclos'd, 

PaLiern of juft equality perhaps 

Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty. Swarming next appeared 

Tlie female bee, that feeds her hufbaod drone 490 

L. 474. CtocodUe,] Lat. Gr. i. c, yelhtv ; bccaufc it is of a ytl- 
l.jA- colour, or becaufe it hateth the fniell and tallcof faflfron, vhirh 
is yellow. A huge, voracious, and very ftrong, but timorous beaft, 
in the Nile, Gan^, &c. living equally upon land and water; as 
our cccfc, clucks, otters, Sec. Its jaws are wide enough to fwallo^f 
a man whole, full of teeth. It hath fixty booes or joints in the 
hack ; and is the only beaft that hath no tongue. The upper Ikia 
is Hrm, hard and impenetrable with any dart, fpear or fiiot, no not 
u'ith a loaded cart ; and therefore, fcaly is a proper epithet : bot it 
may be wounded in the belly. It fwims with the feet, and fiof, 
vhich are upon the tail ; but is very flow in its pace, becaufe the 
feet are (hort. The Uil is near as long as the whole body. It lays 
its eggs in the fand or earth, and brings forth its young every year. 
Its eggs are as big as a goofc's, and it lays one every day for /ixJy 
days. It is thought they Uve 100 years, and arc generally thirty 
feet long. 

lu. 490. Drone."] Sax. O. E. A wafp, or male bee, without 
a ding, who propagates the fi^es, but cannot gather honey, for 
Avant of it. Therefore, \vc fits ^nA. WtAvcs \}cv^ \ixw>^^ V«c^\ thi 
r^rgs warm, while tV\t female \>ecs ^xY«x x\«t VvQxi«<i ^\^»ilx vsii. 



Book VII. PARADISE LOST. 227 

Deliciouflyy and bnilds her waxen cells 

With honey ftor*d. The reft are nttmberlefs. 

And thou their natures know'Kl^ aod gav'il theiti naAes^ 

Needlefs to thee repeated : nor, unknown 

The ferpent, fubtleft beaft of all the field, 4Srj 

Of huge extent fometimei, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrifick> though. to thee 

Not noxious, bat obedient at thy call. 

Now heav'n in all her glory fhone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover's hand |C^ 

Firft wheel'd their courfe ; earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovely fmil'd s air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fi(h, beail» was flown, was fwum, was walk'd 
Frequent ; and of the fixth day yet rcniain'd ; 
There wanted yet the mafter-work, the end ^of 

Of all yet done ; a creature, who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but, endu'd 
With fandtity of reafon, might erttcl 
His fiature, and upright with front fercne 
Govern the reft, felf-knowiug, and from thence 510 
Magnanimous to corrcfpond with heav'n. 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends ; thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
X)ire£led in devotion, to adore 
And worfhip God fupremc, who made him chief 5 1 5 

does not ftir Arom the brood till they come home fraiighteJ with 
honey, and fo difchai ge him. 

Ibid] The female tee i il>at feeds h(r huJbanA drone 
Dettdouflyy' and builds her -waxen cells.] Dr. Bcntley would thtovf 
out part of *hcfc vtrfts, and read thus : 

The* indu(b-ious bee that -builds her Waxeo cclb; 
The drotie (fays he) is not the bee's hulband j and that lees are aU 
femaleSy ftams an idle and idioticat potion, againd the courll* and 
rule of nature. B»Tt (however that bt) bolh theft opinions had 
been (Irenuouny maintained by Mr. Charles BuUtr, in the t'ocrth* 
chapter of his curious titatifc upon bees, entitled!. The Vcminiue 
Monarchy y printftd in 1634: and it ftMfis to have bctn ttic pre- 
vailing doarine in MUton*s days* No Rffed, thtd^ to iMi\eCt. tUe 
e<litoi*s band here, J^earce, 
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Of all his works : therefore the* omnipotent 
Eternal fiather (for where is not he 
Prefcnt ?), thus to his Son audibly fpake : 

Let us make now Man in our imagei Man 
In our (imilitude ; and let them ruFe 5: 

Over the iifli and fowl of fea and air, 
Beaft of the field, and over all the earth. 
And ev'ry creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This faid» he form'd thee, Adam ! thee, O Man ! 
Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrih breath'd 5 
The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of G^ 
Exprefs, and thou becam'fl a living foul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 
Female, for race ; then blefsM mankindi and faid| j 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fiflvof the fea, and fowl of the' air,, 
An^ every living thing that moves on the* edrth. 
Where- ever thus created, for no place 
la yet diftlnA by name, thence, as thou know^ft, 
He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of GrOd, 
Delegable both to behold and tafte ; 
And freely all their pleafant fruit for food 
Gave thee ; all forts are here that all the' earth yiel 
Variety without end ; but of the tree, 
Which tafted works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may'll not ; in the day thou cat'ft, thou dy'fl 
Death is the penalty imposM : beware. 
And govern well thy appetite ; left Sin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendant. Death. 

Here finifh'd fie, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all v^as entirely good ; 
So ev'n and morn accompUftv'd tUc fiuVv 6x^ \ 
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Yet not till the Creator from his wort 

Dcfifting, though unwearied, up return^,. 

Up to the heav'n of heav'ns, his high abode, 

Thence to behold this new created world, 

The* addition, of his empire, how it fhow*d 555; 

In profpcA from his throne, how good,, how fair,. 

Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode,. 

Follew'd with acclamation, and the found 

Symphonious of ten thoufand harps, that tunM 

Angdick harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Refounded, (thou remember'ft, for thou heardil}, . 

The heav'ns.and all the conftellations rung,. 

The planets in their ftattoa li^'ning flood,.. 

While the bright pomp afcended jubilant.. 

Open, ye everlafting gates, they fung,, ^6$; 

Open, ye heav'na, your living doors ;. let in 

The great Creator, from his work returned 

Magnificent, his fix. days work, a world ; 

Open, and henceforth oftr; fbr God will dtign- 

To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men, 57Q 

Delighted, and. with, frequent intercourfe 

Thither will fend his winged mef&ngers 

On errands, of fupernal: grace. So fung 

The glorious train afcending. He through heaven. 

That openM' wide her blazing portals, led 575; 

To God's, eternal houfe diredt the way ; 

A broad and ample road, whofe dud is gold,. 

And pavement ftart, as flars- to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 

Which nightly, as a circi kig zone, thou feed §9(y 

PowderM with ftars. And now on earth the feventh 

Ev'ning arofe in Edem; for the fun - 

Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on^ 

Forerunning night ; when at the holy mount 

OS. Heay'n's high«feated togi the* im^eTi»l iVx<i^^ ^^^ 
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Of Gk)dhcad, fixM for cfcr firm and furc. 

The Filial Pow*r arrived, and fat him down 

With liis great Father ; for he alfo went 

Invifible, yet ftay'd, (fuch pririlege 

Hath Omniprefence), and the work ordained, 590 

Author and end of all things ) and from work 

Now reding, blefsM and hallowM the fe^'nth day. 

As reding on that day from all his work : 

But not rn filence holy kept ; the harp 

Had work, and reded not ; the folemn pipe, - 595 

And dulcimer, all organt of fweet dop. 

All founds on fret by dring or golden wire, 

TcmperM foft tunings, .intermix'd with voice 

Choral or unifon ; of incenfe clouds. 

Fuming from golden cenfers, hid the mount. 600 

Creation and the fjx days adls they fung 2 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r ; what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate tare ? grrater now in thy retwti 

Than from the giant-angels : thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnify'd ; but to create 

Is greater than created to dedroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ? Eafily the proud attempt 

Of fpl'rits apodate, and their counfels vain, 610 

Thou had repell'd ; while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminidi, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy wordiippcrs. Who feeks 

To lefTen thcc, againd his purpofe fervcs 

To manifcd the more thy m:j»ht : his evil d j 

Thou ufed, and from thence creat'd more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another heav'a, 

Ji. 60a. Great are thy vfsrks, Jehovah^ &c.] Milton is generally 
truly orthodox. In this hymn, the angels intimate the unity ot li c 
Son with the lather, fmgin^ to \M3x3tv «a owt 0<A, \^havalu. A c iy- 
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From heaven -gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glaffy Tea $ 

Of amplitude almoil immenfe, with ftars ^z^ 

Numerous, and every flar perhaps a world 

Of deftin'd habitation ; but thou know'ft 

Their fcafons : among thefc the feat of men. 

Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus'd, 624 

Their pleafant dwelling-place. Thrice happy men. 

And fens of men, whom God hath thus advanc'd. 

Created in his image, there to dwell. 

And worfliip him ; and in reward to rule 

Over his works, on earth, in fea, or air ; 

And multiply a race of worfhippers, 630 

Holy and juft : thrice happy, if they know 

Their happinefs, and perfevere upright. 

So fung they, and the' empyrean rung. 
With Halleluiahs : thus was fabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfiliM, that afk'd 635 

How firil this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the begimfiing, that poftcrity. 
Informed by thee, might know : if elfe thou feek'fl 
Ought^ not furpafling human meafure, fay. 640 
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